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Lesson 4: Approaches to Meaning
Section 2: Subjective


OUTLINE FOR TAKING NOTES

II. Subjective

A. Background

B. Influence

  
REVIEW QUESTIONS

4.2.1 "Subjectivists recognize that human beings, the world, and matters of faith, are too ______ to be discerned by scientific rationalism."

4.2.2 What is the name of the Scottish skeptic philosopher who believed that our emotions, desires and mental categories always influence our thinking?

4.2.3 Explain what Immanuel Kant proposes regarding knowledge.

4.2.4 What was the view of 19th century Romanticism regarding knowledge? 

4.2.5 What was the view of late 20th century Post-Structuralism regarding knowledge? 

4.2.6 Into what category does the lesson put the French theorists Jean Francois Lyotard, Jacques Derrida, and Michel Foucault? 

4.2.7 What was the influence of "subjectivism" on Critical Biblical Studies? 

4.2.8 What does the lesson teach about whether subjectivism can be harmful in the study of the Scriptures?


APPLICATION QUESTIONS

1. Do you believe that the Bible is too complex to be understood rationally, that it is impossible to find any objective meaning in a Bible passage? Explain.

2. Are you aware of any ways in which subjectivism has influenced the way you study the Bible? Explain.

3. Have you ever encountered subjectivist views of the Scriptures that made you question the possibility of finding objective meaning? How did it affect you? How did you deal with it? How do you think you could deal with something like this better if you encounter it again in the future?
