Witnessing for Christ in a Religiously Pluralistic World:
Confronting Cults and False Religions
This afternoon, we are going to deal with Mormonism.  It’s the largest cults of Christianity.  It is very indgenous to the United Sates although it is growing around the world.  I’m going to try to hold closely to this book, written by a good friend of mine, Curt Vangordon.  It is part of the Zondervan 
I’m going to spend a little bit of time breaking down the history of 
Unit 2: Mormonism
1. History
a. Joseph Smith Jr. (1804–1844), founder.  He was a bit of a mystic.  He and his father were treasure hunters.  Many people in that day were also treasure hunting.  It was a bit of a respectable occupation.
i. Claimed early religious visions and experiences (1820–1827).  He claims that he prayed and asked God which church he should join, and God told him that he should join none of them - that they were all wrong, and that God was going to use him to restore the truth to the church that had been lost after the Apostolic age.
ii. Claimed angel Moroni showed him golden plates bearing “Reformed Egyptian” text of Book of Mormon (1823–1827).  Archeologists will tell you that there is no such thing as “Reformed Egyptian”, but that is just one of the many problems with Joseph Smith’s history.
iii. Claimed to have become a priest to restore lost Christianity to earth (1829)
iv. “Translated” and published the Book of Mormon from the text on the golden plates (1830).  He claimed that he translated the text by using devices known as yurem and thumum, which were words taken out of Mosaic literature.  They were articles of priest’s clothing.  But for Joseph they became translucent stones through which if he looked at the golden plates, what came through was translated into English. Yurem and Thumum were mentioned in the Old Testament and they were used by the preists in their rituals when they sought wisdom, but they did not serve any purpose similar to what Joseph said they served for him. 
v. Founded the Mormon Church (“The Church of Jesus Christ”—later changed to “The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints”) (1830)
vi. “Translated” the Bible - published his own version of the Bible. (1831)
vii. Received continuing revelations (1833–1834)
viii. “Martyrdom” (1844) (he was put in jail in Carthage, IL, on charges of inciting riot after he and colleagues had ordered a newspaper office destroyed for criticizing Mormonism; mob stormed the jail; Smith was armed with six-shooter and single-shot pistol smuggled into the jail but were outgunned and killed June 27, 1844.)
b. Brigham Young (1801–1877): successor
i. Replaced Smith as prophet (1844)
ii. Led Mormon pioneers to Great Salt Lake Valley, Utah (July 1847)
iii. Ruled Utah Territory until death in 1877
c. Succession of 14 “Prophets” after Brigham Young (1877–Present) Whoever the president is, is considered the voice of God and everything he says is from God and is carefully recorded.
d. Turning points:
i. Mormon War (1838): Missouri mobs had harassed Mormons; Mormons formed band of “destroying angels” to retaliate; men killed on both sides in August and October; ended with massacre-style attack by 200 troops on 20 Mormons, with 17 killed.  That was really what moved the Mormons to Utah.
ii. Utah War (1857): contest between U.S. President James Buchanan and Utah Territorial Governor Brigham Young, who resisted President’s order to appoint non-Mormon officials; Buchanan sent army battalion to enforce his order.  That led to war between them; Mormons plundered cattle and food stock, leading to deaths of several hundred troops.
iii. Mountain Meadows Massacre (1857): Mormons disguised as Indians attacked wagon train of settlers coming through Utah from Arkansas bound for California because they didn’t like that they were passing through, massacred 120.
iv. Polygamy (1842–1890): About 15% to 20% practiced it, LDS approved it, delaying Utah’s admission as state; Smith had 27 wives, Young 53; Congressional legislation and opposition by women’s groups led to new “revelation” by Prophet Wilford Woodruff in 1890 that Mormons should stop practicing polygamy.  This new revelation from God came conveniently after the legislation which then allowed Utah to become a state. Many still practice it polygamy.  
v. Racism (1830–1978): Book of Mormon and Pear of Great Price say Indians’ and Blacks’ dark skin is due to curse by God, disqualified them from receiving Mormon priesthood; Prophet Spencer W. Kimball received a new “revelation” June 9, 1978, permitting Blacks and Indians to enter priesthood.
2. Statistics (most as of 2012) According to Mormon Satistics.
a. Worldwide membership claimed: 14.8 million.
b. Missionaries: 59,000. Remember that every male is expected to go on a two year mission.  That is why their ratio is so high.  Most of these missionaries are only missionaries for two years.
c. Temples: 141
i. Special uses: endowment ceremonies, eternal marriages, baptisms for the dead.  None of these things can be done outside of the temples.
ii. Holy garments.  These actually have holes in them in order to be Holy.  I won’t go into why.
iii. Some symbolism and ceremony borrowed from Freemasonry (of Smith had been a member). Freemasonry is very very religious and have very strict doctrines.  Anyone who tells you differently is probably very new to Masonry. 
d. Congregations: 29,000
e. Universities and colleges: 4
f. Church materials languages: 177
g. Income: $7 billion (mostly from tithes; also large church investment holdings).  The Marriott Hotel is owned by the Mormons.  They tithe a large amount.  
3. Practices, Customs, and Values
a. Tithing.  There is accountability about that - one of the reasons the rate is so high.  In Christian churches, the average is between 1-2%.  Mormon churches hit a solid 10%.  That should not only motivate us, but it should also affect how we relate to them.  We never should minimize their level of sincerity.  They are very committed people.
b. Restrictions on food and drink (no hot drinks, tobacco, alcohol, only sparing consumption of meat)
c. Family lifestyle: one of the most attractive things about Mormonism.  Solid and strong families. Mormons do not discourage people from marrying non-Mormons.  That is considered missionary marriage.  They promote large families, adoption; reputation for strong families: “The state of Utah has one of the lowest abortion rates in the country and one of the lowest rates of out-of-wedlock births. It has a high marriage rate, a relatively low divorce rate, and the highest birth rate (despite a low teen pregnancy rate) of any state. An America that looked more like Utah would have more intact families, less child poverty, fewer abortions — and, for that matter, a better fiscal outlook as the Baby Boomers retire.” (Ross Douthat, “Does Mormonism Have a Marriage Problem?” New York Times, June 13, 2012)
4. Related groups
a. Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, about 240,000
b. “Fundamentalist” Mormons: polygamist clans, rejected 1890 revelation, about 30,000
5. Church structure and government
a. Structure
i. Branches: local congregations typically under 200 members
ii. Wards: local congregations typically 200 to 800 members
iii. Stakes: collections of 5 to 12 Wards
iv. Areas: geographical district of Stakes, Wards, and Branches
b. Government
i. First Presidency: The Prophet and two counselors, considered living oracles of God.  The president is THE prophet.
ii. Council of Twelve Apostles: under First Presidency; head usually succeeds to Presidency
iii. First and Second Quorums of the Seventy: assist in administration, traveling representatives.  They do the work of the public face.
iv. Presiding Bishopric: 3 men who preside over all bishops worldwide; authority over temporal affairs of the LDS Church, collection of tithes from Stakes, distribution of funds for the poor, design of Stake centers
v. General Authorities: All members of all above, the only representatives who can act officially in the name of the Church, decisions on doctrine considered binding until changed.
6. Theology
a. Sources of Authority
i. Standard works
1. Bible (AV preferred; with footnotes from Smith’s version) Frankly a lot of them don’t read the Bible. (perhaps you could say the same thing about believers.)
2. Book of Mormon (revised several times, most recently 1981) This always is considered to be above the Bible because in Mormonism, later revelation always supersedes earlier revelation.  We see this with Spencer Kimble banning Polygamy. It was banned even though Young had taught the importance of Polygamy.  It was rooted in the reason why Mormons need to have lots of children.  The belief is that there are many disembodied spirits made by the god of this universe, and they need to become embodied so that they can go through their probation to become god and goddesses.  Who better to provide bodies for them than Mormons?  That way they can prepare them for their probation. 
3. Doctrine and Covenants (“Book of Commandments,” 1833), revised 1920, 1982
4. Pearl of Great Price (1851, 1982)
In addition to the Standard works there are:
ii. General Authorities and Continual Revelation
1. Words of current Prophet (First President) are inspired, are Scripture, binding, may overrule any previous Prophet or teaching in standard works
2. Types of revelation
a. Prophecy: bulk of Doctrine and Covenants
b. Visions: parts of Doctrine and Covenants and Pearl of Great Price
c. Inspired speeches: conference speeches by General Authorities.  Not always clear whether or not every speech is inspired.  Tends to have to do with whether or not the congregation is ready and willing to embrace what is said.
d. Gift and Power of God to Translate: only Joseph Smith’s, used to produce Book of Mormon and parts of Pearl of Great Price and his “Inspired Version” of the Bible.
iii. Mormons’ arguments for their sources of authority.  Without going into great depths, here are three:
1. Canon of Scripture not closed with Apostles: Joseph F. Smith, “Modern revelation is necessary …. If we are permitted to believe that he has spoken, we must and do believe that he continues to speak, because he is unchangeable.” 
2. The church can’t function without ongoing revelation.
I suppose if your revelations are specific to a time and place, then you would need new revelations when the times change.  But if your revelations are from God, they are transcendent.  They transcend time.  This is a difference even in the literature.  Scholars who study the Bible will talk about a majesty and a power that they don’t see elsewhere.  If you read the book of Mormon, you have a hard time getting any of that kind of impression.  It was very specific to it’s time period and it’s Midwest location. 
There is very strong literary, historical, and eyewitness testimony evidence that the book of Mormon is a purloined manuscript of a novel written by a man named Solomon Spaulding.  He had written a novel about the origin of the Native Americans and it had done very well.  He wrote a second novel and brought it to a print shop.  He became close with his associate there at the print shop.  His manuscript disappeared.  His associate later became very close with Joseph Smith.  After Joseph Smith wrote the book of Mormon, he was preaching at a church and a man stood up and referred to how often Joseph Smith was using the phrase “and it came to pass” which is repeatedly used in the Book of Mormon and in Spauldings novels.  Since then, a number of literary scholars have studied the book of Mormon and the first novel by Solomon Spaulding and have said that it would be hard to believe that both books weren’t written by the same author as the styles and language are virtually identical.  This means there’s a possibility that Smith passed off a novel as being historical fact.
This was the case with the writings that are the foundation for Scientology.  The book was science fiction and yet it was adopted as truth and there is now a whole cult of followers. 
3. Bible passages justify their claim (list, and correct explanation, below)
iv. Refutation of Mormons’ arguments for their sources of authority
1. Even if canon is open, that doesn’t entail that Mormon scriptures are canonical.
2. Smith’s own version of the Bible didn’t add any new books to it; had he thought others canonical, he could have done that.  
3. The role of prophet was consummated in Christ and ceased after the Apostles.
a. Ephesians 2:20: The Church was “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone.”
b. Hebrews 1:1-2: “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,  2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.”  that suggests that after Christ and his Apostles, revelation ceased (not including the leading of the Holy Spirit in individual lives.)
4. Proper explanation of Bible proof texts:
a. Psalm 102:27 and Malachi 3:6 say God doesn’t change; but
i. That doesn’t entail that He always provides prophets to His people. (There were none for 400 years between the restoration of Israel after the Babylonian exile and the coming of John the Baptist.)
ii. Contradictions between Mormon scriptures and the Bible prove that they didn’t come from the same God who inspired the Bible.
b. Joel 2:28 predicts a future outpouring of the Holy Spirit in prophecy; but this was fulfilled at Pentecost (Acts 2:16–18).
c. Amos 3:7 (“the Lord GOD does nothing without revealing his secret to his servants the prophets”) addressed Amos’s own time in Israel’s history and does not apply beyond that.
d. Ephesians 2:20 refutes the Mormons’ position, for it assigns prophesy to the foundation, not superstructure of the church.
b. The nature of God
i. The Mormon doctrine of God(s)
1. God the Father is an exalted man.
a. “The Father has a body of flesh and bones as tangible as man’s.” (Joseph Smith, Doctrine and Covenants, 130:22.)
b. “After men have got their exaltations and their crowns—have become gods, even the sons of God—are made kings and lords of lords, they have the power then of propagating their species in spirit.” (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 6:227.) This means that the gods have spirit children, and then they need physical bodies for those children to inhabit.  This is similar to the ideas of Philo of Alexandria who was a very curious early Christian theologian.  He did some of the most brilliant Biblical exegesis, but he also did some highly speculative theology.  He taught the doctrine of the preexisting souls. 
2. There are many gods.
a. “If Jesus Christ was the Son of God, and John [the Apostle] discovered that God the Father of Jesus Christ had a Father, you may suppose that He had a Father also. Where was there ever a son without a father? And where was there ever a father without first being a son?” (Joseph Smith, Documentary History of the Church, 6:476.)
b. “In the very beginning the Bible shows there is a plurality of Gods beyond the power of refutation. … The word Elohim ought to be in the plural all the way through—Gods. The heads of the Gods appointed one God for us; and when you take view of the subject, it sets one free to see all the beauty, holiness and perfection of the Gods.” (Joseph Smith, cited in Joseph Fielding Smith, Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 372.)
i. Refutation:
1. Elohim is indeed the plural of the word “El” but in most contexts, it’s coupled with a singular noun or verb.  This kind of pluralizing was used for emphasis rather than plurality. may be either plural or intensive, depending on the context.
2. Frequently the OT speaks of Jahweh Elohim (LORD God) or Elohim Jahweh (God the LORD), equating Jahweh and Elohim. “Jahweh” is most definitely singular. 
3. It constantly uses a singular verb with Elohim when it denotes the true God, Jahweh.
3. Mormonism’s “Trinity” is tri-theistic and an integral part of its polytheistic doctrine.
a. “Many men say there is one God; the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost are only one God! I say that is a strange God anyhow—three in one, and one in three! It is a curious organization. … All are to be crammed into one God, according to sectarianism. It would make the biggest God in all the world. He would be a wonderfully big God—he would be a giant or a monster.” (Joseph Smith, Documentary History of the Church, 6:476.) You and I might hear that and think it’s an odd way of explaining or arguing against the Trinity because God is a spirit and can’t be described like that.  We must remember that according to them God has a body just like we do.  So the Trinity sounds like three earthly bodies all jammed together.  This is why it doesn’t make sense to them.  So notice how the different errors amplify each other.
b. “The unity of the Godhead was a oneness of perfection in purpose, plan, and action, as the scriptures declare it to be, and not an impossible union of personalities, as generations of false teachers had tried to impress.” (James Talmage, member of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles of LDS, 1911–1933, Jesus the Christ, 374.)  In Mormonism, person and body cannot be separated. If you don’t have a human body, you’re not a person.  In Biblical thought, a person is a center of consciousness.  It is not a body.  That is why the Trinity is three in one - three different centers of consciousness.
4. Does Mormonism teach that Adam is “our Father and our God”? - the “Adam God”.  Some people don’t even like to discuss this because some Mormons think that people who talk about it don’t know what Mormons really believe.
a. Brigham Young: “When our father Adam came into the garden of Eden, he came into it with a celestial body, and brought Eve, one of his wives, with him. He helped to make and organize this world. He is MICHAEL, the Archangel, the ANCIENT OF DAYS! about whom holy men have written and spoken—He is our FATHER and our GOD, and the only God with whom WE have to do. (Mormons say they are not polytheists because we only worship the God of this world). Every man upon the earth, professing Christians or non-professing, must hear it, and will know it sooner or later. When the Virgin Mary conceived the child Jesus, the Father had begotten him in his own likeness. He was not begotten by the Holy Ghost. (because they believe that God has a earthly body, this means that the conception was through physical intercourse, and the Virgin Birth is out the window.) And who is the Father? He is the first of the human family.” (Sermon, April 9, 1852)
b. Young’s doctrine was controversial in 19th century, rejected in 20th century in the Mormon Church but is held by splinter groups.  Over time, this teaching was rejected all together which is another example of a leader’s revelation that is either changed or rejected over time, similar to what happened with Polygamy. Although with Polygamy, the change happened because another President banned it.  This old revelation from Young was rejected with no known reason.  We can encourage Mormons who don’t believe this teaching to consider the fact that they consider Young to be a prophet of God.  If they don’t believe this revelation, why should they believe anything else that he said?  They may say, “Well we have more revelation.” Our response needs to be two fold.
God does not contradict himself.  He will not say something and then later say that it is not true.
We have to be confident in the power of scripture to pierce into the hearts of men. Hebrews 4:12
ii. Refutation of Mormon doctrine of God
1. God the Father is not an exalted man and does not have a body like men’s:
a. Psalm 90:2: “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.”
b. Numbers 23:19: “God is not man that he should lie….” How could he have said one thing to Moses or Paul, and then change it through Joseph Smith.
c. John 4:24: “God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”
d. Man’s being created in the image of God doesn’t imply that God has a body, for the image is invisible. Colossians 1:15, Christ is “the image of the invisible God.”
e. The image of God is
i. Intellect— Colossians 3:10: “put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.”
ii. Will— Ephesians 4:24: “put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”
iii. Affection—2 Peter 1:5-7: “For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge,  6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness,  7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.”
iv. Dominion—Genesis 1:26: “Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.’”
2. There is only one true God:
a. There can’t be more than one infinite thing of a specific nature.
b. Deuteronomy 4:35: “… the LORD is God; there is no other besides him.”
c. Isaiah 44:6-8: “Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: ‘I am the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god.  7 Who is like me? Let him proclaim it. Let him declare and set it before me, since I appointed an ancient people. Let them declare what is to come, and what will happen.  8 Fear not, nor be afraid; have I not told you from of old and declared it? And you are my witnesses! Is there a God besides me? There is no Rock; I know not any.’” That’s God’s testimony of himself.  He denies Polytheism.
d. 1 Timothy 2:5: “… there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus ….” You cannot logically have more than one infinite being of the same nature. One would limit the other making one NOT infinite.
3. The Biblical doctrine of the Trinity definitely teaches that there is but one true God; that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are each God; and that the Father, the Son, and the Spirit are distinct Persons.  
a. There’s only one true God: See previous point.
b. The Father is God: John 17:3: “… You [the Father], the only true God.”
c. The Son is God: John 1:1: “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”
d. The Holy Spirit is God:
i. He is personal: Acts 13:2, “Separate to Me Barnabas and Saul to the work to which I have called them.”
ii. He is eternal: Hebrew 9:14, Christ “offered Himself through the eternal Spirit.”
e. They are distinct Persons: Matthew 28:19: “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.” Granville Sharp’s rule (putting “the” before every name) indicates that the author wanted the reader to understand the distinct persons.
c. The Mormon doctrine of man
i. Summary (Kurt Van Gorden):
1. Human beings preexisted as organized intelligences:
a. “… we look at [humankind] as emanating from the Gods—as a God in embryo—as an eternal being who had an existence before he came here.”(Presidency member John Taylor, Journal of Discourses, 8:1.) That suggests that the notion of being eternal differs from the Biblical and Western Philosophical thought.  Eternal seems to be limited to the world you’re talking about.  We think of eternal as being without beginning and end.  “… we look at [humankind] as emanating from the Gods—as a God in embryo—as an eternal being who had an existence before he came here.” How can that be if all humans are a product of the God of a universe and one of his wives?  Eternity is “Planet indexed”
b. These intelligences were born of Heavenly Parents and are gods in an embryonic state: “The intelligence we possess is from our Father and our God. Every attribute that is in His character is in His children in embryo.” (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 12:105.)  We exist before our incarnation as intelligences procreated by a god and one of his celestial wives.  We get to grow into godhood.
2. Part of their progression to godhood includes a probationary period on earth.
3. There was a great war in heaven that divided the children of God into two camps.
a. One-third followed Lucifer and two-thirds followed Jesus in battle:
i. “In this great rebellion in heaven, Lucifer, or Satan, a son of the morning, and one-third of the hosts thereof were cast out into the earth because Lucifer sought to destroy the free agency of man and one-third of the spirits sided with him. He sought the throne of God, and put forth his plan in boldness in that great council, declaring that he would save all, that not one soul should be lost, provided God would give him the glory and the honor. When his plan was rejected for a better one, he rebelled.” (Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:64.) 
ii. “There were no neutrals in the war in heaven. All took sides either with Christ or with Satan.” (Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:65.) So some sided with Satan to save all, but the “counsel” rejected the plan.
b. Of the two-thirds who followed Jesus, one-third were less valiant than the other, so they received black skin when they came to earth (thus explaining the Negro race):
i. “We naturally conclude that others among the two-thirds did not show the loyalty to their Redeemer that they should. That the Negro race, for instance, have been placed under restrictions because of their attitude in the world of spirits, few will doubt.” (Joseph Fielding Smith, The Way to Perfection, 43.)
ii. “Every man had his agency there, and men receive rewards here based upon their actions there, just as they will receive rewards hereafter for deeds done in the body. The Negro, evidently, is receiving the reward he merits.” (Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:65–66.) This type of thinking is similar to Karma in Hinduism.
4. Adam transgressed but did not sin. [He “fell upward.”]  This is the reason that the Mormon faith is hard to uphold without the Adam god doctrine that has been rejected.  
a. “I never speak of the part Eve took in this fall as a sin, nor do I accuse Adam of a sin. It is true, the Lord warned Adam and Eve that to partake of the fruit they would transgress a law, and this happened. But it is not always a sin to transgress a law … that is, his transgression was in accordance with law.” (Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:114.) There had to be a fall so that there could be spirits and incarnations, and gods, and procreation etc.
b. Adam fell, “but he fell in the right direction. He fell toward the goal. Adam fell, but he fell upward.” (Sterling Sill, assistant to the apostles, Deseret News, July 31, 1965, Church Section, 7.)
5. Adam’s transgression is not passed on to the human race; each person is responsible only for his or her own sins: “We believe that all men will be punished for their own sins, and not for Adam’s transgression.” (Pearl of Great Price, Articles of Faith, 2.)
6. The ultimate goal of humanity is to become a perfected god.
a. “When you have learned to become obedient to the Father that dwells upon this earth, to the Father and Fog of this earth, and obedient to the messengers He sends—when you have done all that, remember you are not going to leave this earth. You will never leave it until you become qualified, and capable, and capacitated to become a father of an earth yourselves.” (Heber C. Kimball, Journal of Discourses, 1:356.)
b. “The Father has promised us that through our faithfulness we shall be blessed with the fullness of his kingdom. In other words we will have the privilege of becoming like him. (sounds remarkably like something from Genesis 3) To become like him we must have all the powers of godhood; thus a man and his wife when glorified will have spirit children who eventually will go on an earth like this one we are on and pass through the same kind of experiences, being subject to mortal conditions, and if faithful, then they also will receive the fullness of exaltation and partake of the same blessings. There is no end to this development; it will go on forever.” (Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 2:48.)  There is no final judgement in Mormonism.  There is just a constant change and progression.
c. Men may become gods. “God himself was once as we are now, and is an exalted man, and sits enthroned in yonder heavens! That is the great secret. If the veil were rent today, and the great God who holds this world in its orbit, and who upholds all worlds and all things by His power, was to make himself visible,—I say, if you were to see him today, you would see him like a man in form—like yourselves in all the person, image, and very form as a man. … It is the first principle of the gospel to know for a certainty the character of God, and to know that we may converse with Him as one man converses with another, and that He was once a man like us; yea, that God himself, the Father of us all, dwelt on an earth, the same as Jesus Christ Himself did.” (Joseph Smith, History of the Church, 6:305.)
ii. Refutation
1. Humans didn’t pre-exist as intelligences, gods in embryo: 1 Corinthians 15:46-49: “… it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual.  47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.  48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.”  So our spiritual and natural life happens at the same time.  However, we are born spiritually dead and need to be spiritually reborn.
2. While man’s life on earth may be described as probationary, it is not probation to determine worthiness to become gods and goddesses but to determine worthiness to reconcile and come into relationship with God, and to enter heaven—and all fail, with those who do enter heaven doing so only because they are redeemed by Christ.
a. Romans 3:23: “… all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
b. Romans 6:23: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
c. Philippians 3:8-14: “For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ  9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith-  10 that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  11 that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.  12 Not that I have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.  13 Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,  14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” 
3. Granted no human preexistence, the whole “war in heaven” idea in Mormonism collapses. But particularly reprehensible is its racist explanation of the origin of the Negro race, for:
a. Acts 10:34-35: “… God shows no partiality,  35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.”
b. Acts 17:26: “… he made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth ….” That’s the unity of the human race - no separation.
c. Only one race.
4. Adam did not “fall upward”; his transgression of the law was sin, and it brought death to him and all his posterity.
a. 1 John 3:4: “Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.”
b. Genesis 2:16-17: “… the LORD God commanded the man, saying, ‘You may surely eat of every tree of the garden,  17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.’”
c. Genesis 3:17-19: “… to Adam he said, ‘Because you have listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of your life;  18 thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the plants of the field.  19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return.’
d. Genesis 3:21: “… the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and clothed them.”
e. Romans 5:12-19: “… just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned-  (the words and grammar used there actually means that all that sin happened in one moment.  When Adam sinned, we all sinned.  There are different theories about what that means, but the grammar is clear that all the sin happened at one time.) 13 for sin indeed was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not counted where there is no law.  14 Yet death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sinning was not like the transgression of Adam, who was a type of the one who was to come.  15 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.  16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification.  17 If, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.  18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.  19 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.”
i. Note how original sin and the imputation of Adam’s sin to his posterity and Christ’s original righteousness and its imputation to His “posterity” are parallel.
ii. Get rid of imputed sin, and you get rid of imputed righteousness.
iii. This is why Mormonism cannot understand the Biblical doctrine of salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone. If there is no imputation of Adam’s sin, we cannot have the imputation of Christ’s righteousness.  All the theology works together.
5. Adam’s transgression is passed on to the whole human race; see Romans 5:12–19 just discussed.
6. The ultimate goal of humanity is not to become gods—let alone gods and goddesses who will have spirit children—but to become perfectly holy as God is, yet still human, not divine.
a. The divine nature doesn’t permit a plurality of gods: 
b. Isaiah 43:10: “’You are my witnesses,’ declares the LORD, ‘…. Before me no god was formed, nor shall there be any after me.”
c. Matthew 22:29-30: “You are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God. (Jesus talking to the Sadducee's about the woman who had seven husbands - who she would be married to in heaven)  30 For in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in heaven.”
d. The Mormon doctrine of salvation
i. Summary
1. Christ’s atonement secures resurrection for all men (some to the glory of progressing to godhood, some not), but secures glory for none.
a. “Every soul born upon the face of this earth shall come forth in the resurrection, either of the just or of the unjust, for the resurrection shall be universal, and that, too, through the great atonement which was made by the Savior of the world.” (Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:160.) It wasn’t resurrection that Christ bought for us, it was justification and reconciliation to God.
b.  Glory is conditioned on personal works of righteousness: “Because there was such an atonement, man can have faith, perform the works of righteousness, endure to the end, and ‘work out [his] own salvation with fear and trembling’ (Phil. 2:12).” (Bruce McConkie, A New Witness for the Articles of Faith, 150.) He’s misusing the verse in Philippians.  It says not that we work FOR but that we work DURING.
2. Christ’s atonement was only for Adam’s transgression:
a. “Jesus Christ redeemed all from the fall; he paid the price; he offered himself as a ransom; he atoned for Adam’s sin, leaving us responsible only for our own sins.” (Apostle LeGrand Richards, A Marvelous Work and a Wonder, 98.)
b. “We believe that men will be punished for their own sins, and not for Adam’s transgression.” (Articles of Faith, 2.)
3. Christ’s atonement was accomplished in the Garden of Gethsemane, not on the cross: “And then there is Gethsemane, the garden of the olive press, where he sweat great drops of blood from every pore, so great was his suffering and so intense his anguish as he took upon himself the sins of all men on conditions of repentance.” (McConkie, The Mortal Messiah, 4:229.) 
4. Individual salvation requires works in addition to Christ’s atonement:
a. “We believe that the first principles and ordinances of the Gospel are: first, Faith in the Lord Jesus Christ; second, Repentance; third, Baptism by immersion for the remission of sins; fourth, Laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost.” (Articles of Faith, 4.)
b. Faith in Christ is insufficient; one must also have faith in Joseph Smith: “The time was when the test of a Christian was his confession of Christ. This is no test to this generation, for all men of the Christian world confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh. This generation, however, is not left without a test. I have taught for thirty years, and still teach, that he that believeth in his heart and confesseth with his mouth that Jesus is the Christ and that Joseph Smith is his Prophet to this generation, is of God; and he that confesseth not that Jesus has come in the flesh and sent Joseph Smith with the fullness of the Gospel to this generation, is not of God, but is anti-Christ.” (Brigham Young, Journal of Discourses, 9:312.)
c. “There is not a man or woman, who violates the covenants made with their God, that will not be required to pay the debt. The blood of Christ will never wipe that out, your own blood must atone for it ….” (Young, Journal of Discourses, 3:247.) The doctrine of Blood Atonement.  Mormons used to sacrifice people if they broke Mormon laws so that they could atone for their sins.
5. Mormons can save the dead by proxy baptism:
a. “Through [baptism] we become saviors on Mount Zion, and may save multitudes of our kin.” (Joseph Fielding Smith, Doctrines of Salvation, 1:268.)
b. “Millions of our fellow creatures who have lived upon the earth and died without a knowledge of the Gospel must be officiated for in order that they may inherit eternal life ….” (Young, Journal of Discourses, 18:213.)  Mormons will be baptized for their ancestors.  This explains why the Mormons are so into genealogy.  They can get baptized again and again on behalf of your ancestors.
ii. Refutation:
1. Christ’s atoning death actually secures perfection and consequently final salvation for all for whom He died:  This so distinguishes the Christian gospel from every other gospel.
a. Hebrews 10:4-22: “… it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.  5 Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, ‘Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body have you prepared for me;  6 in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure.  7 Then I said, “Behold, I have come to do your will, O God, as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.”’  8 When he said above, ‘You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings’ (these are offered according to the law),  9 then he added, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will.’ He abolishes the first in order to establish the second.  10 And by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.  11 And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins.  12 But when Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God,  13 waiting from that time until his enemies should be made a footstool for his feet.  14 For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.  15 And the Holy Spirit also bears witness to us; for after saying,  16 ‘This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws on their hearts, and write them on their minds,’  17 then he adds, ‘I will remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more.’  18 Where there is forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin.  19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus,  20 by the new and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh,  21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,  22 let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.” This is the perfect work of Christ.
b. Romans 5:15-19: “… the free gift is not like the trespass. For if many died through one man's trespass, much more have the grace of God and the free gift by the grace of that one man Jesus Christ abounded for many.  16 And the free gift is not like the result of that one man's sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brought justification.  17 If, because of one man's trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man Jesus Christ.  18 Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, so one act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all men.  19 For as by the one man's disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man's obedience the many will be made righteous.”
c. Romans 3:23-28: “… all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.  26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith.  28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.”
2. Christ’s atonement was not only for Adam’s transgression but also for the sins of every believer:
a. 1 John 2:1-2: “My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.  2 He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.”
b. 1 Peter 1:18-21: “… you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,  19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.  20 He was foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in the last times for your sake,  21 who through him are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.”
c. 1 Peter 2:24: “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.”
3. Christ’s atonement was accomplished on the cross, not in the Garden of Gethsemane:
a. In the Garden He prayed to be delivered from the cross: “Matthew 26:36-39: “Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and … going a little farther he fell on his face and prayed, saying, ‘My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.’” He was referring to the cross not to his time in the garden.
b. 1 Peter 2:24: “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.”
c. Ephesians 2:14-16: “… he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility  15 by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace,  16 and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross ….”
d. Colossians 2:13-14: “… you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses,  14 by canceling the record of debt that stood against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross ….”
4. Salvation is by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, not by any works of righteousness that we do:
a. Romans 3:20: “For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.”
b. Romans 3:23-28: “… all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.  26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith.  28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.”
c. Romans 4:1-8: “What then shall we say was gained by Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh?  2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to boast about, but not before God.  3 For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.’  4 Now to the one who works, his wages are not counted as a gift but as his due.  5 And to the one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is counted as righteousness,  6 just as David also speaks of the blessing of the one to whom God counts righteousness apart from works:  7 ‘Blessed are those whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered;  8 blessed is the man against whom the Lord will not count his sin.’”
d. Galatians 2:16: “… a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ ….”
5. No one can save another by proxy baptism or any other means.
a. Psalm 49:7-9: “Truly no man can ransom another, or give to God the price of his life,  8 for the ransom of their life is costly and can never suffice,  9 that he should live on forever and never see the pit.”
b. Isaiah 43:11: “I am the LORD, and besides me there is no savior.”
c. John 14:6: “Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.’”
d. Acts 4:11-12: “This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.  12 And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.”
You’ve got the basic theology of Mormonism, and the basics of the Christian philosophies that oppose those.  We have hope to offer.
We need to present Christ and his finished work on the cross.  God uses that to attract people to himself.
Question and Answer:
Q: Do you think that Joseph Smith was just a pitiful man that was duped by demonic angel?  Or do you think he was a scoundrel who saw an opportunity to take advantage?
A:  I think he was a complete Charlton.  I really do.  Just a complete Charlton who managed to take advantage of a whole bunch of gullible people.  The time was well set for it.  I have not doubt that there were spiritual forces of wickedness at work here as well.  However, everything about his life before this, and his history tells me that he was just a shyster.
Q: What would Mormons say about hell?
A: The righteous are raised, and the unrighteous go to a place of torment.  So, yes, they do believe in a version of hell.
Q: If God created Adam, but was also Adam, how was God talking to himself in the garden?
A:  You got me. That would have been a good question to ask Young.
Q: If a Mormon missionary comes to our door, what should be the first thing we say to them?
A:  You can handle it in different ways depending on the situation.  I want to know what they are going to say.  I normally ask that I will listen to their presentation if they give me just as much time to make my own presentation when they are done.  I’m not asking anything unreasonable.  I’m just asking for fair and balanced conversation.  As I listen to them, I’m looking for an entree.  We need to be praying and asking for wisdom and guidance from the Holy Spirit.  But I try to listen to the individual to find what his vulnerable overall point it.  I tend to ask the younger “trainees” the questions to reveal cracks in the thinking.  The “pros” tend to be more set in their thinking and would take longer to persuade.  I focus a lot on the issue of hope.  What gives them hope.  I emphasis the complete work of Christ.  The hope and complete assurance.  I focus on how I KNOW I have hope.  If you want to generate hunger for that, you focus on the fact that they can NEVER say that they know.  I want to prick the hunger.
Q:  How can people believe these crazy things?
A:  When you see the tabloids, you realize that there are just a lot of really foolish people.  But the explanation that fits Mormonism especially well is found in Romans 2.  Mormons know God but they do not honor Him, so their thinking has become futile.  When we exchange the true God, for images of man, (they believe God looks like us), God gives us over to a depraved mind.  That is what’s going on with Mormons.
We need to present the stark contrast of the true gospel to their beliefs.  We need to let the true gospel shine through by showing how different it is to their non gospel. 
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