Witnessing for Christ in a Religiously Pluralistic World:
Confronting Cults and False Religions
Unit 3: Jehovah’s Witnesses
Probably the second most recognized cult.  They, like the Mormons had their start in the United States.  They are an indigenous religion.  They have also grown worldwide as the Mormons have.
1. History
a. Founder: “Pastor” Charles Taze Russell (1852–1916) He called himself “Pastor”.
i. Born in Pittsburgh, PA; attended Presbyterian and Congregational churches as a child.
ii. Turned skeptic at age 16 because he couldn’t accept the doctrine of hell (1852–1868).
iii. Adventist (1869–1878). At age 17, he encountered an Adventist and told him that there is no hell.
1. Adventism is rooted in focusing on the return of Christ.  In the 19th century in America there was a whole Adventist movement.  William Miller had predicted the return of Christ in 1843; revised to 1844; followers revised to belief that He had done something crucial in that year spiritually or in heaven, but not coming back to earth. Some later formed the Seventh-day Adventist Church. Key: They rejected (as does SDA today) the doctrine of eternal punishment, equating hell with grave and death with annihilation.
Miller clearly rejected the idea of hell.  When you die you become dust and cease to exist.  Later came a different theology that when you die, your soul goes to sleep.  You don’t cease to exist, your soul just becomes unconscious until the resurrection.  
2. 1869: Hearing Adventist lecturer Jonas Wendell teach that there is no hell, Russell renewed his faith in the Bible.  
3. 1876–1879: Russell learned from Adventist Nelson Barbour that Christ’s second coming was invisible and had begun in 1874. When Barbour falsely predicted that the church would be taken to heaven in 1878, Russell left him and the Adventists.  He still had his faith in the Bible. 
iv. The Watch Tower (1879–1916).
1. 1879: Russell launched Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence (note that word): taught Christ’s presence, begun in 1874, would climax in 1914 with God’s judgment on all nations, ending “Gentile” times and establishing the Kingdom of God.
2. 1880s: Russell founded Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society of Pennsylvania and ditto of Brooklyn, New York; latter became international headquarters of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
3. 1916: At death, Russell believed Christ had returned (Spiritually) in 1914 and that World War I was Armageddon.  He didn’t live long enough to see that WW1 was ended.
b. “Judge” Joseph F. Rutherford (1869–1942) successor of Russell
i. Prevailed in factional struggle for control of WBTS—had been legal counsel since 1907, was elected second president. Forced out prominent competitors for control. Splinter groups developed with similar beliefs but much smaller: Layman’s Home Missionary Movement and Dawn Bible Students Association—the latter saying Armageddon would end by 1918.  So that gave them reason to think that they must have been right.
ii. Reflecting abandonment of most of Russell’s eschatological chronology, Rutherford adopted organizational name “Jehovah’s Witnesses” in 1931 and renamed Zion’s Watch Tower and Herald of Christ’s Presence to The Watchtower Announcing Jehovah’s Kingdom in 1939.
1. World War I hadn’t been Armagaddon—so Christ’s presence hadn’t returned to earth in 1874.  They had math equations that discounted that claim.
2. Rutherford (wrongly) claimed that 1925 would mark the end of worldly powers and the resurrection of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and others from the dead.
3. Christ’s “presence” had begun in 1914 instead.
c. Nathan Knorr (1905–1977)
i. Succeeded Rutherford as president of the Watchtower Society in 1942; placed leadership in hands of a “Governing Body”; began publishing books anonymously in effort to shake stigma of personality cult.  In fact, after him we see more and more emphasis on the governing body/society than on any one individual.
ii. Oversaw creation of Bible study tools, lend (hollow) air of scholarship: always anonymously.  they weren’t putting authors names on them anymore so that the focus would be on the society as a whole. He brought some reputation for scholarship.
1. New World Translation: put together by five translators - only one knew Greek and he was not formally trained.
2. Kingdom Interlinear Translation of the Greek Scriptures.  This can be a powerful technique they use to point to things and say, “see it’s in the Greek”.  It can be intimidating to even some evangelicals especially if they don’t know Greek.  Little do they know that the English under the Greek has been handled by that society, and who knows why they do what they do.
3. Training JWs to speak conversationally about the Bible with prospective converts.
iii. Another major prophecy failure: 1960s, Watchtower publications began strongly implying that Armageddon would begin in 1975 (6,000 years after creation of Adam and Eve); many sold homes and quit jobs to witness full time (something that Paul rebukes in the scriptures for); Society backed away in 1975; many left but majority remained.
d. Frederick W. Franz (1893–1992)
i. Having been WBTS’s chief “theologian” (though without formal studies), succeeded Knorr in 1977, taught Witnesses to sound more Biblical and evangelical.
ii. 1980: Society forced out several prominent leaders, including Raymond Franz, nephew of Frederick Franz and member of Governing Body. Causes:
1. 1975 debacle.
2. Some rejected claim that only 144,000 Christians would be “born again.”
e. Milton G. Henschel (1920–2003)
i. Succeeded Franz as president in 1992; had taught that organ transplants were “cannibalism,” position abandoned by WBTS in 1980.
ii. Remained President until 2000, Governing Body was separated from board of directors.
f. John A. Adams (1925–____): Succeeded Henschel as president, has been purely administrative figure.  He does not rule on the theology.  The power has been spread across the board with no real concentration.
2. Distinctive Practices
a. Personal ethics
i. No celebrations of birthdays or religious or national holidays. Rationalized on the idea that we don’t want to take attention away from God.  All these things are a distractions.
ii. No blood transfusions, even to save life.  There have been interesting court cases where parents denied transfusions for children.  Some died.  Blood means life.  When you mix blood with someone else, they think it’s just a bad thing to do.
iii. No regard for the cross as a symbol of the Christian faith; Christ died on a stake, not a cross.  Why they make such a big deal out of this distinction really comes from a pride of being different.  It becomes about having particular peculiarities that they can point to and somehow seem smarter to others and make them feel vulnerable.
b. Social ethics:
i. No participation in political affairs: voting, lobbying, holding public office, saluting or displaying any government’s flag (which would be disloyalty to Christ). It distracts from the honor of God.
ii. No participation in war, even as non-combatants.
None of these are atrocious.  They are just things that make them different.  It gives a sense of elitism that can really feed pride.  “We’re a little more committed than most.”
3. Statistics
a. Worldwide members (= “publishers”) meaning they hand out the material to the public: about 7.5 million as of August 2012, in about 111,700 congregations (“Kingdom Halls”); spent about 1.7 billion hours in preaching and Bible study activities: about 227 hours per “publisher” per year, or 4 hours per person per week. In 1994 about 1 in every 15 “publishers” reported making a convert.  Considering the ratios of how much time each member spends preaching and sharing, they still are averaging about 1 conversion per 15 people every year.  If I were the leader of an organization like that, I would be really depressed.  There is something to be said for the contrast of the success of the true gospel.  Even in an EE clinic it’s quite normal to have 15 teams come back from visits with reports of 10 conversions.
b. Adherents are significantly more than “publishers.” People who aren’t totally committed in the same way.
c. About 19 million attended the annual “Memorial of Christ’s death” in 2012. Active Witnesses, their children, invitees; over 12,000 partook of the bread and wine—only those who professed themselves to be among the 144,000 who would be “born again” into heaven rather than just living on the reconstituted earth. Those who are left on earth with be servants of the sons of God.
d. Rapid turnover: 1996–2005 saw about 3 million baptisms yet an increase of “publishers” of only about 1.4 million, implying (after accounting for normal death rate) about 1 million defections, giving Jehovah’s Witnesses the highest turnover rate of any religion.
e. Literature distribution: counting all titles, at least something appears in over 500 languages.
i. Magazines: Watchtower, over 16 million biweekly in 120 languages; Awake!, about 13 million in 75 languages (mid-1990s).
ii. Books: They hand them out for free.  Most popular is The Truth that Leads to Eternal Life, among top five books of all times in total distribution but now little used because parts of it are “old light” and was superseded by newer teachings and no long reflects the beliefs of the JW faith.
iii. Bibles: parts or all in about 25 languages.
f. Related groups
i. Layman’s Home Missionary Movement
ii. Dawn Bible Students Association
iii. At least 8 others.
Moving on to their theology
iv. All—with JWs—reject Trinity and other essentials of Biblical Christianity.
g. The Jehovah’s Witnesses’ Doctrine of Authority
They believe in the authority of the Bible, but they also believe, and were told by Russel, that they need guidance for understanding the Bible and they cannot understand it without that guidance.  Ff they do not listen to the teaching  and instruction of Russel and other authorities, they would be led astray and be handed over to darkness and lostness.

It sounds very similar to some of the historic teachings of the Roman Catholic Church even though the JWs have been decidedly against the Catholic Church.
i. WBTS (Watchtower Bible and Track Society) is only true religious organization; believers must submit to it.
ii. Support:
1. Ephesians 4:5 says there is only “one faith.” So if you approach it differently than we do, you must be wrong.
2. John 10:16 speaks of Christ’s “one flock.” So if you’re not part of us, you’re not part of the flock.
3. 1 Corinthians 1:10 says divisions among denominations show they’re not united as God’s organization. So you need to get with us to be part of the one flock.
4. Matthew 24:45–47: Believers need to be cared for by the “faithful and discreet slave” who watches over the house and knows when the Master returns. We need to be under that household to be saved.  This feeds into the notion of a sense of psychological and intellectual dependence on the governing body. This is actually why they discourage higher education.  Most don’t go beyond high school.  The great reformers (Martin Luther, John Knox, Calvin etc) all talked about how important education is because it enables someone to read scripture and hear from God directly instead of through a privileged priesthood that can filter what God says.  They all started major education movements, Knox being the most successful turning Scotland into the most literate society up until the 17th century.  In the scriptures, Luke talks about the people in Berea being more noble because when they heard Paul’s preaching, they searched the scriptures to see if the things he taught were so.  They thought for themselves.  Jehovah’s Witnesses are discouraged, actively, from thinking for themselves.  This is why it was so unusual to meet my friend, Keith, who I mentioned in the first lecture. It was not unusual that he got out.  He thought for himself and is a very curious and intelligent individual.  He was not satisfied just believing what the society said to him.  It’s not unusual for Jehovah’s Witnesses to be told that they’re not allowed to read literature from critics of Jehovah’s Witnesses.  They may even be disciplined for doing so.  I have invited JWs who have come to my home, to come back to my home after I’ve listened to their presentation.  I may not argue with them until the second or third meeting.  I will start pressing them with questions because my aim is to undermine their trust in the society. 1 Peter 3:15 is one of the ways I have done that.  They are not trained to give a reason for what they believe. 
5. Acts 15: the Jerusalem council is a paradigm for the governing body of the Watch Tower society.
6. The Governing Body is that “faithful and discreet slave,” so JW’s must submit to it.
This of course begs the question, why is the Watch Tower society the authority?  That is what is really up for debate.  You can’t just assert yourself and say, “We are the authority because we are the authority.”
iii. Refutation:
1. Ephesians 4:5 does says there is only “one faith” [that saves], but that doesn’t tell what it is, and WBTS begs the question by applying it to itself.  Why should we assume that the one faith is their faith.
2. Ditto for “one flock” in John 10:16; and what makes people part of the flock is not their membership in an external organization but their listening to the Shepherd’s voice.
3. Divisions among professing Christians don’t prove they’re not Christians; Paul addressed all the believers at Corinth as the church there despite divisions among them; the unity to be sought is spiritual.
4. The “faithful and wise servant” (“faithful and discreet slave”) of Matthew 24:45–47 isn’t a particular person or organization but a generic term for anyone who is faithful to Christ.
5. The Jerusalem council of Acts 15 was headed by apostles, and the WTBS doesn’t claim to have any of those.
iv. True authority:
1. The Bible alone is the Word of God written (as WBTS admits) and so alone is infallible and inerrant and of supreme authority. John 10:35: “… the Word of God … Scripture cannot be broken.”
2. All teachings must be tested by Scripture. Acts 17:11, the Bereans “searched the Scriptures daily to see whether [what Paul preached] was so.”
3. No human teachers are beyond question, but the Bible is.
4. Many JW teachings fail Bible tests.
h. The Jehovah’s Witnesses’ doctrine of God: Let’s be careful not to assume a unity that we don’t actually have with other religions.  The god of the Jehovah’s Witnesses is not the God of the Bible because he is not Father Son and Holy Spirit.  The god of Judaism is not the God of the Bible because he is not Father Son and Holy Spirit.  The god of Islam is not the God of the Bible because he is not Father Son and Holy Spirit.  We need to be careful.
i. Unitarian (Arian) monotheism: rejection of the Trinity.
i. The Trinity is unbiblical.
1. The Trinity is a doctrine developed centuries after the apostles and borrowed from pagan religions.
2. The Bible doesn’t use words like “trinity” or “three persons in one God.”
3. Trinitarians’ proof texts are insufficient.
ii. Jesus is not Almighty God (Yahweh, Jehovah). They argue that Jesus is just A god.
1. Other creatures are called “gods”:
a. Psalm 8:5 says that God made man “a little lower than the elohim.”
i. Hebrews 2:7 quotes Psalm 8:5 but uses aggeloi (angels) for elohim.
ii. Therefore angels are gods.
b. Psalm 82:1, 6 calls the Hebrew judges “gods,” Jesus quotes that as unbreakable in John 10:34.
2. Jesus is “a god” but not “Almighty God.”
a. Isaiah 9:6 calls him “Mighty God.” Not called “ALMIGHTY God.”
b. John 1:1c calls the Logos “a God.” 
3. Jesus is a creature.
a. Proverbs 8:22 says Jehovah produced “wisdom”—not His eternal attribute but “wisdom” as a name for His Son, for Paul calls Christ “wisdom” in 1 Corinthians 1:30—as the beginning of his way.
b. Colossians 1:15 says Christ was “the firstborn of all creation.”
c. Revelation 3:14 says Christ is “the beginning of the creation by God” (NWT).
4. The Father is Jesus’ God.
a. John 20:17: Jesus said to her, "Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"
b. Revelation 3:12: Jesus writes on those who overcome “the name of my God.”
iii. The Holy Spirit is neither personal nor God - just the force of God.
1. Mark 1:10: the spirit appears in the form of a dove.
2. Matthew 3:11; Luke 3:16: the spirit is compared with fire.
3. Ephesians 5:18: being filled with the spirit is compared with being drunk with wine; the idea of being filled with a person is absurd.
j. Refutation
i. The doctrine of the Trinity long predated the fourth century. 
 This is just total ignorance when it comes to Biblical History.
1. It is, as we saw in the first and second lectures in this series, taught in substance in the Bible: there is but one God; the Father and the Son and the Spirit is each God; the Father and the Son and the Spirit is each a distinct Person; that’s the full doctrine of the Trinity.
2. Each of these elements of the doctrine of the Trinity appears not only in the New Testament but also in the writings of the Apostolic Fathers, the Apologists, and every succeeding generation of the Church Fathers—including, in second and third centuries, in some creeds.
3. It is only its formal, creedal methods of statement that awaited the fourth century.
ii. The Bible does reveal the Trinity.
1. Over 60 times the NT associates Father, Son, and Holy Spirit equally in the works of creation, salvation, the Christian life, and future judgment. Never associating anyone else in those things.
2. Matthew 28:19 (“in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit”) and 2 Corinthians 13:14 (“the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit”) reflect this.
iii. The Bible does teach that Jesus Christ is Almighty God.
1. Creatures are called “gods” metaphorically because they act in godlike ways, not because they really are gods in terms of the Bible’s definition of God as a spirit infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in His wisdom, power, justice, holiness, goodness, and truth.
2. The unqualified singular “god” designates the true God over 1,400 times in the NT and false gods only 6 times, always clear in the context.
3. The Bible teaches that there is only one true (as opposed to false or metaphorical) God: Isaiah 43:10; 44:6–8; Jeremiah 10:10; John 17:3; 1 timothy 2:5; James 2:19; 1 John 5:20.
Jesus calls the Father the one true God.  So if Jesus is “a god” he is a false God.  You’re either the one true God, a false god, or no god at all.
4. It says that other so-called gods are false gods.
a. Deuteronomy 32:21: “They have made me jealous with what is no god ….”
b. Psalm 96:5: “… all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens.”
c. Isaiah 41:23-24: “Tell us what is to come hereafter, that we may know that you are gods; do good, or do harm, that we may be dismayed and terrified.  24 Behold, you are nothing, and your work is less than nothing; an abomination is he who chooses you.”
5. Hebrews 2:7 does not prove that elohim in Psalm 8:5 calls the angels gods.
a. Nowhere else are angels called elohim, a word that in the overwhelming majority of instances denotes Yahweh, the true God, and only denotes others when the context makes it clear that they’re false gods—which isn’t the case in Psalm 8:5.
b. Because Scripture teaches that man is made in God’s image and given dominion over the earth (repeated in Psalm 8), it is clear that Psalm 8:5 means that God made man “a little lower than God”—than Himself.
c. Hebrews 2:7 doesn’t purport to repeat what Psalm 8:5 teaches; rather, it paraphrases it and applies it not to mankind in general but specifically to the Son of Man (as a title of the Messiah), and it intentionally switches the term from God to angels to express Christ’s humiliation in coming as the suffering Servant: Hebrews 2:2-10: “… since the message declared by angels proved to be reliable and every transgression or disobedience received a just retribution,  3 how shall we escape if we neglect such a great salvation? It was declared at first by the Lord [who, Hebrews 1 has already said, is greater than the angels], and it was attested to us by those who heard,  4 while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.  5 Now it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are speaking.  6 It has been testified somewhere, "What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, that you care for him?  7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with glory and honor,  8 putting everything in subjection under his feet." Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him [that is, mankind generally speaking].  9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone.  10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist [Note the implication: He is the Creator of all things and therefore must be God—compare Genesis 1:1.], in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering.”
6. Psalm 82:1, 6, and John 10:34 should be taken as ironic, taunting the judges: “I’ve called you gods because you think you’re such great judges—yet your judgment is unjust, so clearly you aren’t gods.”
7. Scripture does not distinguish Jesus from the true God by calling Him “a god.”
a. Messiah’s being called “Mighty God” but not “Almighty God” in Isaiah 9:6 doesn’t entail that He isn’t “Almighty God,” for in 10:21 Jehovah is called “Mighty God,” too.
b. John 1:1c is not properly translated “the word was a god.”
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8. Scripture does not call Jesus a creature.
a. “Wisdom” in Proverbs 8 is personified literarily but not literally treated as a person; the NT never applies Proverbs 8:22 to Christ; and 8:23 says that wisdom has been with God “from everlasting,” which entails that it, too, is eternal, so that “possessed me at the beginning of his work” doesn’t entail that wisdom is created; 8:12 personifies prudence similarly.
b. Colossians 1:15: “firstborn” doesn’t mean “first created” but preeminent.
i. 1:16 says all things were created through, by, and for Him—so He can’t be among the “all things” thus created.  The Watch Tower Society gets around that by inserting the word “Other” “all other things.”  That is NOT in the Greek.
ii. 1:18 says He’s firstborn from the dead—but He wasn’t the first ever raised from the dead.
iii. Prototokos denotes not first in series but preeminent. Manasseh was the first son born to Joseph, Ephraim second (Genesis 41:51); but when Jacob blessed them, he reversed his hands, intentionally putting the chief blessing on Ephraim (Genesis 48:14–19) and concluding, “By you Israel will pronounce blessings, saying, ‘God make you as Ephraim and Manasseh,’” and Moses commented that he thereby put Ephraim before Manasseh (48:20); later Scripture often mentions Ephraim before Manasseh, as if he were firstborn (Numbers 1:10; Deuteronomy 33:17; 34:2; Joshua 17:17; Judges 12:4; 1 Chronicles 9:3; 2 Chronicles 30:1; etc.); and in Jeremiah 31:9, God says, “I am a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.”  This has nothing to do with being firstborn, it has to do with preeminence. 
c. Revelation 3:14: “beginning [arche] of the creation doesn’t mean first created but ruler (as lexicons indicate), and in Revelation 21:6 and 22:13 God is called the Arche, the ruler.
d. Jesus’ referring to God the Father as His God doesn’t indicate that Jesus isn’t God. The Father calls Jesus God in Hebrews 1:8—which doesn’t entail that the Father isn’t God.
iv. The Bible does not teach that the Holy Spirit is impersonal.
1. The Spirit’s appearing as a dove doesn’t negate His personality any more than Jehovah’s appearing as a burning bush negates His.
2. The Spirit’s being compared with fire likewise, since Hebrews 12:29 says that God “is a consuming fire.”
3. Our being told to be filled with the Spirit doesn’t negate His being personal, for Ephesians 3:19 and 4:10 say we are to be filled with God.
k. Proof of the Christian doctrine of God (the Trinity) for Jehovah’s Witnesses
i. There is only one true God: Deuteronomy 4:35; Isaiah 43:10; 44:6–8; John 17:3; James 2:19; 1 John 5:20; etc.)
ii. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are each God.
1. The Father: John 17:3; many other passages. (Not contest by JWs.)
2. The Son:
a. Called God: Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1; 20:28; Romans 9:5; Titus 2:13; Hebrews 1:8; 2 Peter 1:1.
b. Called “the true God”: 1 John 5:20.
c. Called “Lord” in contexts that refer to Yahweh in the OT:
i. Romans 10:9-13   if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved.  11 For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame."  12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him.  13 For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 
ii. Philippians 2:9-11  God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name,  10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth,  11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
iii. Hebrews 1:10-12  And, "You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the beginning, and the heavens are the work of your hands;  11 they will perish, but you remain; they will all wear out like a garment,  12 like a robe you will roll them up, like a garment they will be changed. But you are the same, and your years will have no end." 
d. He possesses the essential characteristics of God:
i. Unchangeable: Hebrews 1:11–12; 13:8.
ii. Eternal: John 1:1–2; 8:58; 17:5; Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 1:2, 12.
iii. All-powerful: Matthew 28:18; Ephesians 1:21.
iv. All-knowing: John 16:30.
v. Omnipresent: Matthew 18:20; 28:20; Ephesians 1:23; 4:10; Colossians 3:11.
vi. Beyond human comprehension: Matthew 11:27.
3. The Holy Spirit is personal and is God.
a. Personal:
i. Whenever the word spirit is used in Scripture, unless the context clearly says otherwise, it denotes a person: god, angels, demons, men all are called spirits, and even “my spirit” simply means the inner self.
ii. He has a name analogous to the names of the Father and the Son (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:16). One name shared among the three of them.
iii. He is called parakletos (John 14–16), a personal representative or advocate; and another parakletos (John 14:16) of the same kind as Jesus.  The Greek word there for “another” means another of the same kind.  There are two words for “Another” - one for something that is different kind, and one for the same kind.
iv. He speaks and teaches: John 14:26; 15:26–27; 16:7, 13–14; Acts 8:29; 10:19–20; 13:2; 16:7.
v. He applies personal pronouns to Himself: Acts 13:2.  Applies personal pronouns.
vi. He is Yahweh spoken of in Exodus 34:34: compare with 2 Corinthians 3:17–18.
vii. He is called God: Acts 5:3–4: Ananias by lying to the Spirit lied to God.
viii. He has divine attributes: eternity (Hebrews 9:14), omniscience (1 Corinthians 2:10), and omnipresence (Psalm 139:7).
iii. The Father, the Son, and the Spirit are distinct Persons: the Father sends the Son and the Spirit; the Son sends the Spirit; the Son prays to the Father; the Son is with the Father; etc.
4. Human eschatology: death, the soul (or spirit), and hell.
a. Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that death ends personal existence.
i. Genesis 3:19: humans become mere dust when they die.
ii. Psalm 146:4: death ends all thinking.
iii. Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10: the dead are unconscious and do nothing.
iv. Ecclesiastes 3:19–21: animals and humans go to the same place at death: the grave.
v. Ezekiel 18:4: the soul that sins dies—hence, since death is the end of personal existence, the soul is not immortal.
vi. John 11:11–14: death is like sleep—unconscious.
b. Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that there is no immaterial soul or spirit.
i. Genesis 2:7; became a soul.  1 Corinthians 15:45: Adam didn’t have a soul but was one.
ii. Genesis 2:7; Ecclesiastes 3:19–21; 12:7: the spirit is merely the life-force that God uses to bring the body to life, and humans and animals alike have it, and it returns to God at death.
c. Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that since death ends personal existence, there is no conscious suffering for the lost after death—and hence no hell.
i. Jeremiah 7:30-31  the sons of Judah have done evil in my sight, declares the LORD. They have set their detestable things in the house that is called by my name, to defile it.  31 And they have built the high places of Topheth, which is in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, which I did not command, nor did it come into my mind.
ii. Matthew 10:28  do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell.
iii. Acts 2:27  you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption [Since Jesus went to “hell,” Hades, Hades must not be a place of eternal punishment but simply the grave.
iv. 1 John 4:8: “God is love,” and hell is incompatible with that.
v. Revelation 20:14-15  Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.  15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
1. The fire symbolizes final extinction of the wicked.
2. But note the inconsistency: This requires that the dead did survive at least for a time after death.
3. Further: Revelation 20:13  the sea gave up the dead who were in it, Death and Hades gave up the dead who were in them, and they were judged, each one of them, according to what they had done. [They must have been conscious for the judgment, or it would be pointless.]
d. Refutation of Jehovah’s Witnesses’ doctrine of death:
i. Genesis 3:19: “Dust you are”—now, before death; “and to dust you shall return”—at death; so now not mere dust, and at death not mere dust.
ii. Psalm 146:4: death doesn’t end thinking but brings human ambitions to naught.
iii. Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10: phenomenological language, how things appear “under the sun.”
iv. John 11:11–14: death is like sleep, but (a) sleep isn’t lack of mental activity, and (b) this is phenomenal (appearance-driven) language.
e. Refutation of Jehovah’s Witnesses’ doctrine that there is no immaterial soul or spirit.
i. The word soul sometimes in Scripture denotes simply the person, at other times something a person has; context determines.  If a JW or Mormon reads scripture to you, stop and examine.  Don’t let them turn quickly to the next passage.  For the latter, see:
1. Psalm 35:9-10  my soul will rejoice in the LORD, exulting in his salvation.  10 All my bones shall say, "O LORD, who is like you ….” [Note the synthetic parallelism.]
2. Luke 1:46-47  And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord,  47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior ….” [Note the synthetic parallelism again.]
ii. The word spirit sometimes denotes simply breath but at other times clearly something more than breath, one’s personal consciousness (in which cases it is synonymous with soul—and the two are used interchangeably in Scripture: all that Scripture says about the soul it says about the spirit, and vice versa).
1. 1 Corinthians 2:11  who knows a person's thoughts except the spirit of that person, which is in him? So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.
2. 1 Corinthians 7:34  the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit.
f. Refutation of the Jehovah’s Witnesses’ doctrine that there is no conscious punishment after death:
i. Jeremiah 7:31: “I did not command” is in synthetic parallel with “nor did it come into my mind,” i.e., the latter means the same as the former. To interpret instead that God never even thought of it entails denying God’s omniscience. And this relates to human conduct contrary to the law of God. God’s sending sinners to hell is God’s conduct and is not contrary to any law (as if any law could bind God anyway). Also, the verse says we’re not to burn our children; but the unregenerate wicked are not God’s children (John 8:44) but His enemies, “vessels of wrath” (Romans 9:22).
ii. Matthew 10:28:
1. The word translated destroy, Greek apollumi, is applied to objects that aren’t annihilated, such as the “lost” (but existing) sheep (Matthew 10:6; 15:24; Luke 15:4–6) and the “lost” (but existing) coin (Luke 15:9).
2. The fact that people can kill the body but not the soul entails that physical death doesn’t end personal existence.
iii. Acts 2:27: Jehovah’s Witnesses are right that Hades here means simply  the grave—and hence it says nothing about hell. You have to look at the context.
iv. 1 John 4:8:
1. The Bible, not human speculation, determines what is compatible with God’s love.
2. God is also a God of justice, and the doctrine of hell is consistent with that.
v. Revelation 20:14: The lake of fire is symbolic, but it symbolizes what is described literally as involving torment day and night forever: Revelation 20:10  the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
g. Proof of the Biblical doctrines of death; soul/spirit; and hell.
i. Death
1. James 2:26:  “the body apart from the spirit is dead”: Biblical definition of death is separation of spirit from body, not annihilation of the spirit.
2. Matthew 22:31-32  And as for the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what was said to you by God:  32 'I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob'? He is not God of the dead, but of the living."
ii. Soul/spirit
1. The Bible consistently represents the human being as a duality of material and spiritual aspects:
a. Matthew 10:28: body and soul
b. Romans 12:1–2: body and mind
c. 1 Corinthians 7:34; James 2:26: body and spirit
d. 1 Corinthians 5:4–5; 2 Corinthians 7:1: flesh and spirit
e. Romans 2:28–29: flesh and heart
f. 2 Corinthians 4:16: outer and inner man
2. Man continues to live, though in a different condition, after the separation of spirit from body:
a. Hebrews 12:22-23  you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering,  23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect ….
b. 1 Peter 3:18-20  Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit,  19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison,  20 because they formerly did not obey ….
c. Revelation 6:9-10  I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne.  10 They cried out with a loud voice, "O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?"
iii. There is eternal conscious torment for unconverted sinners:
1. Matthew 25:41-46  "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,  43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.'  44 Then they also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?'  45 Then he will answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.'  46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
a. “Punishment” translates kolasis, from kolazo, to cut off, but usage, not etymology, determines meaning, and the lexicons all agree that this means punishment, torment; it is so translated, even in the NWT, in Acts 4:21, and in 2 Peter 2:9 (where NWT wrongly translates “cut off”).
b. The “punishment” is “everlasting,” just as the “life” of the righteous is “everlasting”—consequently it has to endure, not just happen in an instant.
2. Revelation 14:9-11  "If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand,  10 he also will drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of his anger, and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.  11 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its name."
5. The resurrection of Christ
a. Jehovah’s Witnesses teach that He was raised only spiritually, not bodily, from the dead.
i. Since Christ gave His life as a ransom (Matthew 20:28), He forfeited it and could not take it up again.
ii. The Bible teaches that Jesus was raised as a spirit, not as a body.
1. 1 Corinthians 15:42-45  So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.  43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.  44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  45 Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.
2. 1 Peter 3:18  Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit ….
3. John 20:19: Jesus could walk through locked doors.
4. John 24:30–36: Jesus could appear and disappear instantaneously.
b. Refutation
i. Ransom argument from Matthew 20:28: speculative; Bible never draws that conclusion.
ii. Running commentary on 1 Corinthians 15:35-57  someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?"  36 You foolish person! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies.  37 And what you sow is not the body that is to be, but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain.  38 But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.  39 For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish.  40 There are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another.  41 There is one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory of the stars; for star differs from star in glory.  42 So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised is imperishable.  43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness; it is raised in power.  44 It is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  45 Thus it is written, "The first man Adam became a living being"; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.  46 But it is not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the spiritual.  47 The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven.  48 As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven.  49 Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.  50 I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.  51 Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,  52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.  53 For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality.  54 When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: "Death is swallowed up in victory."  55 "O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?"  56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
iii. “Made alive in the spirit” in 1 Peter 3:18 doesn’t mean “made alive as a spirit. Preferable interpretations:
1. “Made alive by the Spirit” (instrumental sense of the Greek preposition en, very common). 
2. “Made alive in [the realm of] the spirit,” that is, of disembodied persons like those mentioned in the next verse, the “spirits in prison,” who, after death but before their resurrection, are temporarily disembodied.
3. Since there are alternative legitimate interpretations, the verse doesn’t prove any of them.
c. Biblical proof of the bodily resurrection of Christ:
i. The word resurrection translates the Greek anastasis, from ana, again, and histemi, to stand, and pictures a physical change from lying down to standing; it therefore naturally has a physical denotation.
ii. Jewish culture in Jesus’ day all understood it that way—Sadducees denying that it happened, Pharisees affirming it, Jesus siding with the Pharisees on the question, and Paul actually saying he was put on trial for affirming what the Pharisees did, namely, the hope of resurrection—which the Pharisees saw as physical.
iii. Luke 24:39  “See my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.”
iv. Matthew 28:6; Mark 16:6: Angels pointed to absence of His body from the tomb as proof that He had risen from the dead; it wouldn’t have been if resurrection were not physical.
v. Luke 24:39–40; John 20:20, 25, 27: Jesus’ resurrected body bore the scars of the crucifixion, which helped the disciples recognize Him and realize He had risen from the dead.
vi. John 2:19-22  Jesus answered them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up."  20 The Jews then said, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and will you raise it up in three days?"  21 But he was speaking about the temple of his body.  22 When therefore he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed the Scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.
6. Salvation—the gospel.
a. The Jehovah’s Witnesses’ position:
i. There are two classes of Christians.
1. The 144,000 of Revelation 7:2–8 are different from the great multitude of verses 9–17.
2. The 144,000 are spiritual Israelites who live in heaven.
3. The great multitude are saved persons who live on earth. 
ii. Salvation requires faith in Christ plus hard work. (Here quoting Bowman:)
1. Faith is necessary, but so are works.
a. Faith is necessary in the sense that persons cannot or will not change their lives to obey God without faith.
b. The basis on which God grants salvation is not simply believing or trusting god but “exercising faith” (John 3:16–18, NWT), that is, doing good works motivated by faith.
2. We are justified (“declared righteous”) by faith, but only provisionally.
a. The “great crowd” who will live on earth forever are declared righteous as God’s friends (James 2:23) and given a provisional status of guiltless, pending the end of their testing during the Millennium. ….
b. Members of the Christian congregation (the “anointed”) are declared righteous as God’s sons (John 1:12–13) and given a provisional status of guiltless that will be made permanent if they remain faithful in this life. Like the great crowd, the anointed must perform good works to qualify ultimately for salvation. The anointed are only provisionally adopted as God’s sons (Romans 8:15–16); they will become God’s actual sons when they are resurrected to spirit life.
3. Good works do not earn salvation but are prerequisites for it and fall into four categories:
a. “Taking in knowledge” of God and Christ (John 17:3) by studying the Bible under the Watchtower Society’s guidance.
b. Obeying God’s laws (as set forth by the Watchtower).
c. Associating with God’s channel, the Watchtower organization.
d. Participating in Jehovah’s Witness preaching work. 
iii. Only 144,000 are “born again” and so of the class that goes to heaven as spirit sons of God.
1. The new birth is limited to the 144,000 by virtue of its purpose:
a. The anointed are to become spirit sons of God, fit to live in heaven and rule in God’s kingdom over the earth (1 Corinthians 15:50).
b. The purpose of the new birth is to prepare the 144,000 for that (John 3:3–5; romans 8:16–17; 1 Peter 1:3–4).
c. Therefore being born again means having God’s spirit within anointed Christians, revealing their heavenly calling and energizing them for responsibilities as part of the “faithful and discreet slave” class.
2. John 1:11–13: Not all who believe in Christ are born again, but only those who received (past tense) Christ among the Jews in Jesus’ day were born again.
b. Refutation
i. Other interpretations of the relationship of the 144,000 and the “great multitude” of Revelation are more likely, and therefore the JWs’ interpretation is at least not proven.
1. The 144,000 and the “great multitude” are identical though described using figurative language first and literal language second.
2. The 144,000 (whether a literal number or figurative) are Jewish believers, and the “great multitude” are Gentile believers.
3. The 144,000 (literal or figurative) are OT saints and the “great multitude” NT saints.
ii. Revelation pictures the 144,000 on earth, not in heaven.
iii. The great multitude do have an earthly hope: because of the new earth (Revelation 21:2–4) that other scriptures teach is united with heaven, the enmity between them done away because of Christ who came to reconcile all things to God, whether in earth or in heaven (Colossians 1).
iv. Salvation does require faith and works, but the two have different causal relations.
1. Faith apart from works is the condition on which God grants salvation/justification (Romans 3:28; Ephesians 2:8–9).
2. Works are the inevitable fruit and proof of faith (James 2:18–26).
3. Not “Faith + works = salvation” but “Faith = salvation + works.”
v. Scripture does not make any works the condition of salvation.
1. Not “taking in knowledge” or God as guided by the Watchtower Society—a total misuse of John 17:3.
2. Not obeying God’s laws—whether Biblical laws or new ones given by the Watchtower Society—for: Romans 3:20  By works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.
3. Not associating with the Watchtower organization: mere gratuitous equation of Watchtower association with God’s channel for teaching.
4. Not preaching Watchtower doctrine—again mere gratuitous assertion.
c. Proof of the Biblical doctrine of salvation: Romans 3:19-28  Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to God.  20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.  21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it-  22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.  26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith.  28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.
Question and Answer:
Q: Do Jehovah’s Witnesses have assurance of salvation?
A: The only ones who could claim that they do are those that believe they are of the 144,000.  But what you want to do is ask if they know that they would live forever as one of God’s beloved children.  They would answer “no” to that if they have paid attention to their teachings.  Focus on the fact that the scriptures say that they CAN know.  Their leaders teach that they can’t know.
Q: How does some one's eternal fate get determined?  Which ones go to heaven?  Who lives forever on earth?  Who just becomes nothing?
A: Depends on how much you do here on earth.  
Q: What is the most fundamental truth that has been twisted?  What is the greatest tragedy? 
A:  The denial of Jesus as a Deity.  That is the greatest tragedy of any cult.  Out of that come all kinds of distortion.  Because the sin is done by man, it needs to be atoned by man, but man cannot atone himself.  This is why God had to become man.  You can’t have an atonement that achieves full salvation without Christ’s deity.  That is why the cults have to mix something else in to the atonement of Christ. 
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