Witnessing for Christ in a Religiously Pluralistic World:
Confronting Cults and False Religions
Unit 10: Oneism vs. Twoism: Pagan Revival in the Modern World
Relying heavily on information from good friend, author, and respected mentor, Peter Jones.  
-He is on the cutting edge of understanding what is happening to culture in the western world and in evangelical churches.  
-He has been interested in underlying currents in pop culture.  
-He is one of the world’s leading authorities on ancient Gnosticism.  
-He wrote a couple of books about how the Gnostic movement is reviving in modern culture and new ageism.  
-When he moved to the states, he was amazed at the amount of transformation and change in culture.  -Saw how the churches were being leavened by the world instead of the church leavening the world.  -He wants to wake up the church to these things.  
-Started “Truth X Change” - ministry about how we are in the process of trading truth for a lie.
-Developed a way at looking at competing religious view
-Recognizes that all types of thinking fall into two categories: 
Oneism: All reality is basically one.  The universe. The world is all there is.  This is our ultimate concern. All distinctions should be eliminated.  We are divine.  There is not a creator distinct from the universe.  If we unit together, we can bring the world to a new level of spirituality and happiness.  We need to remember that we are one.

Solution: We look within ourselves to find power.  We lose ourselves in the all.
Twoism: All is two. We worship an eternal personal creator of all things.  God alone is divine and distinct from his creation.  Through his son Jesus, he is in loving communion with it. God made everything that exists out of nothing.  Humanity is two.  there are those who are for God and those who are against God.  Spirituality means worship in service.  We either serve God or we serve something man made.  The problem is our rebellion.  We are reconciled to God through Christ while keeping our identity (we aren’t absorbed into the all).

Solution: Faith in Christ for salvation
Book:  Only Two Religions - intended to help Christians become sensitve observers of the world around us through media, surroundings, and conversations with non believers. 
The apostle Paul faced the same thing. We need to look at how Paul dealt with that encounter because it’s coming back with avengance.
1. Paul’s assertion of two-ism against first-century pagan one-ism
a. Romans 1:16-32  I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. (Greek culture being filled with Oneism, and gods and goddesses) 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is written, "The righteous shall live by faith."  18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men (he later explains that this is everyone), who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. (Not that they don’t know it.  They know it and they don’t like it.  So they supress it.) 19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them.
b. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. (the concept of the creation of the world, would be familiar to the Jews, but it would be a new concept for the Gentiles.  As far as they knew, the universe is eternal.  The universe may have cycles, but it has always been.  There are varying theories of how the cosmos came into existence.) So they are without excuse. (Meaning, those who suppress the truth.  In the things that God has made, are clearly visible, his invisible attributes.)  21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.  (This should actually be encouraging to you as you practice evangelism because we can know that in the mind of every individual is the innate knowledge of God.  God made us in his image and wrote the law on our hearts.) 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools,  23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. 
c. 24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,  25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie (the Greek actually says “the” lie.  Paul could have been referencing Genesis 3.  The lie of Satan that we can be like God.) and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.  26 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature;  27 and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty for their error. (We could spend a long time on those two verses. Peter does point out in his book that although Paul goes on to name other sins and it is clear that other sinner are no less guilty than those who exchanged natural relations of unnatural ones, he does pay special attention to giving a more specific explanation of what kind of sin he’s referring to.  The implication of it is that in addition to rejecting God as the creator of the universe, they are rejecting other distinctions too, starting with the most fundamental distinction.  He starts with a sin that is a culmination of all the rejections.)”
d. Read Article in World Magazine:  “The Denial of Distinction: The Roots of Socialism and Sexual Deviance” By Calvin Beisner.  
Connection between socialism and sexual deviance. They both run astray of the Biblical doctrine of fundamental distinctions. 
Socialisim deviates from the Biblical doctrine of ownership when it denies the distinction between privately owned and corporately owned.  Equal distribution, regardless of work, denies a distinction between work and laziness. Trading variety for uniformity.
Sexual deviance denies a distinction between male and female, holy and unholy.
They rebel against the fundamental orders of God’s creation and should not be countenanced among God’s people.
e. “28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done.  29 They were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice. They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are gossips,  30 slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,  31 foolish, faithless, heartless, ruthless.  (this should be a rebuke to us when we distinguish sins to be honorable or not honorable.  Those that speak out strongly against homosexuality or abortion, should recognize that gossip or foolishness is no more honorable.) 32 Though they know God's decree that those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them but give approval to those who practice them. 
This is Paul’s direct confrontation if Oneism with Twoism. He makes the distinction between them very clear.  Then he makes the case for the complete failure of man to follow the commandments of God.  Then it is clear that the only way man will have righteousness is if God gives it to them, and they receive it by faith.
2. What we’re seeing in the world around us is the neo-pagan resurgence: Jones says, “Neopagans are the darling of a variety of movements. They lead the way in the ‘green’ movement, in systems of wealth distribution, in planetary programs for social justice, in solutions to supposedly man-made global warming, in interfaith conferences, in the normalization of all sexual expressions, and in the promotion of globalist theories through the United Nations.”—Peter Jones, One or Two? Seeing a World of Difference, 11
Two other books by Jones: Spirit Wars, and The God of Sex.  Both books will make you more aware of how deeply the Oneness thinking goes in our culture.  Each gives assignments at the end of each chapter.  When I read them, it was like my blinders were taken off.  You’ll never read a popular magazine the same way.
3. Essence of neo-paganism: Oneism (neo-pagan) versus two-ism (Christian). “Defining spirituality as a combination of social justice and mysticism … constitutes the essence of the new religious paganism.”—Jones, 13 
The term “social justice” was coined by early progressives in the 1890’s as a term that would allow them to refer to socialist redistribution of wealth that wouldn’t raise opposition on the part of people that they wanted to persuade to embrace the redistribution of wealth.  They adopted the approval of this from Marxism. 
4. Neopanism infiltrating Christian churches: Article “Going Pagan: ‘Church Army’ shows signs of theological compromise in the Church,” about churches throughout Great Britian gathering at Stonehenge for a pegan festival.  worldmag.com, July 12, 2013 by Thomas Kidd
“Evidence continues to mount that Christianity in Britain—and even belief in God’s existence—is on its way toward minority status. In a recent YouGov poll of British young adults, only 25 percent unequivocally affirmed a belief in God, and 38 percent said they did not believe in God or any “greater spiritual power.” Meanwhile, one of the Church of England’s recent proposals for attracting the young and unchurched is creating a “pagan church” with Christian content.
Recent census data revealed that “pagans” were the seventh-largest religious group in the United Kingdom, and that the number of pagans doubled between 2001 and 2011. (Atheists have worked to get Britons to stop identifying as Christians on the census, and even larger numbers label themselves “Jedi Knights” than pagans.) A summer solstice gathering at Stonehenge, where more than 20,000 assembled this June, highlights the British pagan spiritual calendar. Naturally, pagans are among the groups that churches might want to evangelize, and Anglicans have hosted Christian information booths at pagan events. But the proposal for a pagan church has raised questions about theological compromise.
Steve Hollinghurst, a researcher with the Church Army (an Anglican agency headed by former South African archbishop Desmond Tutu), recently told the BBC that he envisioned creating “a pagan church where Christianity was very much in the centre.” The Church Army website describes Hollinghurst as researcher on “themes of contemporary spirituality, the new age movement and mind, body, spirit fairs.”
After British newspapers reported his comments, Hollinghurst posted on his personal blog that there is no actual plan to start a pagan church, even though he thinks that Christians can learn a lot from pagans. He affirmed pagans’ frequent criticism of the Christian God as exclusively male, saying that “we as Christians need to acknowledge that and recover our own tradition of the divine feminine.” Pagans have also “put Christians to shame when it comes to the environment,” Hollinghurst argued. He dismissed the idea, however, that he was looking to get pagans to “join the [Anglican] church.”
Break
5. All Is One (Oneism)
a. Atheism
b. Pantheism
c. Panentheism
d. Animism
6. All Is Two (Twoism)
a. Biblical Trinitarian Monotheism
b. Creator/Creature Distinction
c. Creation Out of Nothing
7. Humanity is One vs. Humanity is Two
8. Religions are One vs. Religions are Two
9. Our Problem According to Oneism: The Illusion of Distinction
10. Our Problem According to Twoism: Sin
11. The Oneist Solution: Enlightenment, Nirvana
12. The Twoist Solution: Repentance, Faith, Justification, Sanctification, Glorification
13. Principles for Evangelism
a. God the Evangelist
b. God uses Christians to seek others.
c. God uses sinners to accomplish His purposes.
d. The mouth is the overflow of the heart.
e. Conversion is a process.
f. Listen, love, laugh
14. Are Judaism and Islam Oneist or Twoist?
Question and Answer:
Q: Do you think that Paul’s writing was a response to, and was influenced by, things that were going on around him at the time?  Or do you think his writing was prophetic?
A: I don’t know how they could have increased from where they were at the time.  Immoral activity was rampant at the time in Rome.  The emperor Nero had a wife, a homosexual partner, and was into bestiality. That was not even looked at askance in the Roman court.  It had dominated the Greek world and then was dominating the Roman world as well. Our whole experience leading up to the current day has been in a world that has been fundamentally transformed in depth and in breadth by the leavening force of Christianity.  The things that are in up-swing now, are not even reaching the proportion that they were in that day and age - homosexuality, slavery, sex trade, abortion, euthanasia etc.
Q: If you had 30 seconds to speak to these four groups, what you would you say?

World Leaders

Pop Culture Leaders

Christian Leaders

EE staff workers
A: I’m torn in regards to the first three categories.  I would want to address their need for personal salvation.  I would probably use Paul’s words in Acts 17 calling all men to repent because God will judge all men.  In terms of their being world leaders, I would want to say something that would draw them back from being men-fearers and men-pleasers to rather being God-fearers and God-pleasers.  Part of people God-fearers in crafting policy is surrounding themselves with wise, godly, experienced advisers who know how to do the art of economics.  The art of economics is to be able to predict the consequences of a policy not only in the near term for a small group of people, but in the long term for a large group of people.  Think carefully about the consequences of what you’re doing.  Do what is wise, not what is popular.
For the pop culture leaders - Would you please think about whether you would want your own kids behaving the way the people you popularize behave?  Perhaps you have an idea how much influence you have in our culture.  But you may not have an idea of how much suffering comes into people’s lives because they try to live the way you picture life should be.  Think about the consequences of your actions.  Learn to deny yourself and follow Jesus
I would of course, want to communicate to all groups their need for salvation.
For Christian leaders- First and foremost, keep the Bible at the center of everything.  The Bible is God’s manual for everything in the human life. Don’t just read it lightly.  Carefully exegit everything you read.  Understand that the best intentions in the world are worthless for helping people if you don’t have actual understanding of what works and what doesn’t work.  We have to stop leading with our emotions and start leading with our hearts and minds.  If you want to speak out and urge the take a position on something, you have a responsibility to learn the technical details on something before you do so. Good motives don’t mean you know about the fields about which you’re writing.  There is no excuse.
EE field workers - God bless you.  Do as much as you can to understand the trends in your surrounding culture so that you know the language with which you need to communicate to those around you.  Other than that, I would just say thanks.  You probably know more than I would about ministering in your particular fields.
Thank you all.  Although there is no way we could go through all the different cults within Christianity let alone all the cults within other religions, I hope this has been helpful to you.  Try to collect and read more literature on the issues if you can.  To all of you on the field, thank you for your service and God bless you as you reach out to those that need Him so much.
