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Introduction

Welcome back to our series on the formation of our inner life.  We are going to look at what it means to have cave experiences, but before we do that, I want to open us in prayer.  I’ll be reading a prayer. I enjoy collecting prayers where someone thought through what they wanted to pray to the Lord.  This prayer was written by A.W. Towzer and we are going to pray it as our prayer to the Lord today before we start this session.

“God our Father, we have tasted your goodness.  It has both satisfied us and made is thirsty for more.  However, I’m painfully conscious, and maybe each of us are, of our need of further grace.  There are times that I’m ashamed of my lack of desire.  So God I want to want thee.  I long to be filled with longing. I thirst to be made more thirsty so show us your glory so that we may know thee.  In your grace show us a new work within us.  Say to our souls, ‘Rise up my love- my fair one – and come away.’  Then give us grace to rise and follow you from this lowland where I so often wander. We want higher ground.  We want to know you more.  We pray this in Jesus name, Amen.”

1. JI Packer talks about how we go through difficult times so that we lean into God more frequently and more deeply.  I want to read a quote from the book “Green.  Growing deep in a shallow world” page 27.   I challenged you in the last lecture to go to the part where Packer talks about following God when it doesn’t make sense to us.

a. “God wants us to feel that our way through life is rough and perplexing so that we may learn, thankfully, to lean on him.  Therefore he takes steps to drive us out of our self-confidence to trust in himself.  From the classical scriptural phrase of The Secret of the Godly Man’s Life, it says this: ‘Wait on the Lord.’”  

b. I find it hard to wait and to sit in the presence of God because I’m always wanting to do things.

i. I’ve mentioned the importance of finding a balance between being in ministry and working on ministry.  We need to spend time asking and seeking direction.

ii. So often we find ourselves in cave experiences.  We feel frustrated so we withdraw.  I know I do that.  I lose enthusiasm for ministry

2. A cave experience happens when all the props, gifts, supports, and scaffoldings of life get stripped away.  It’s where we end up when we thought we were going to have a great life, and all the hopes get washed away and dreams die.

a. Maybe you wanted a healthy marriage, you made a bad decision, you lost your health, you betrayed a core value, and you’ve ended up in a cave.

b. Maybe you’re at the threshold of a cave, or maybe you’re not in a cave at all, but the time will come when you will be because it is part of living in a broken world. It’s why things don’t work, relationships are hard, and bodies break down.

c. No one wants to talk about being in a cave.  We wonder if God has forgotten his promises 

d. The cave is where God does some of his best work

e. It’s where he can shape us and mold us into Christ’s likeness.

f. We get to a place where all we have is God.

g. We find out that God is enough

h. J.I. Packer page 26 “God draws us closer and closer to himself by exposing us to things that overwhelm us with a sense of our own inadequacy which drives us to cling to him more closely.”

i. It’s when people grow the most.  

j. Elijah, after this wonderful miracle, goes and hides in a cave.  As he was in that cave, I believe he not only reflected on his own inadequacy, he probably began to wonder if God was with him.  Sure enough, God came to him and called him out.

i. I wonder if one of Elijah’s problems was that his public life ran ahead of his private life.

ii. Sometimes we are so busy doing the ministry and doing our work, challenging people to do evangelism, that it becomes more active than our time spent meeting with God – seeking his strength and power. 

k. Christ came and lived a perfect life, and where did he end up? In a cave.  And now he invites us to draw from that power of restoration.

3. Some cave experiences.

a. Thomas a Kempis “I never found an one so religious and devout as not to experience sometimes a withdrawal of grace, or feel a lessening of spiritual fervor.” 

i. He’s saying that everyone has been in a cave experience.

b. Spurgen once when through a time of being so discouraged that he went away to beach to reflect on his ministry.  As he was walking along the beach he was questioning if there was enough grace for him in his situations and problems.  He felt as if the Lord told him, “Charles, call a little fish over to the shore and tell him, ‘Don’t drink too much water, or you’ll drink the ocean away.’”  He knew it was ridiculous to think that one little fish could drink the ocean away.  He knew that it was equally ridiculous to think that there wasn’t plenty of God’s grace, love and forgiveness and strength if we just drink.

c. There have been plenty of key spiritual leaders that have gone through times of losing spiritual fervor.

4. EE leaders are called to serve even when…

a. We are exhausted

b. We will serve others when they are in their own cave experiences.

c. So important that we ourselves have grappled with these things so that we can help others.

d. People will lean on us.

e. So vitally important that we learn how to find victory.

5. 2 Kings 4:1-7 Example in scripture of a time when God wants us to understand that his grace is sufficient.

a. Just a little bit of something and God.

b. Woman with oil

i. The wife comes to Elisha crying out for help.

ii. It stands out to me that her husband was devout and faithful, but in spite of that, he suffered.

1. Faithfulness does not guarantee bliss.

2. I think of the tsunami that hit Indonesia.  Afterward, Rod Story and I flew to Aceh to see how EE could get involved in helping people.

3. We met Pastor Wijaya who had lost 30 members in the earthquake and tsunami.  He told us his story.

a. The earthquake happened on a Sunday and after it happened, he told all the children to go up to the roof while he road around on his motorbike to see what kind of damage had been done.  It was then that he saw the wall of water coming towards him.  People actually called it a “black snake” because as it went through the streets, it swallowed up everything in its path and churned it up so that it didn’t look like pure water.  It was literally black water.  Pastor Wijaya jumped off his motorbike and ran to a near by tree and climbed up it.  I told him I wanted to see the tree that had saved his life, and he took me there where we took his picture.  He asked Rod and I,  “What do I do now? Where do I go from here? How can I help the people in my community?”

4. I share this as an example of someone who was so faithful in serving the Lord, and yet he still had to face great difficulty.

5. We all will face difficulty whether that is in our family life, our work, the countries we live in that may be unstable because of war, or strife, or riots in the street.

iii. The woman tells Elisha that her husband’s creditors are coming to take her sons as slaves.

iv. She finds herself facing demands impossible for her to meet.

c. There have been times I have had to face demands that were impossible to meet.

i. When we first moved to Indonesia, one of the first people I met was a man named Abraham Lalong. He looked like a farmer.  No shoes.  He said he was planting churches.  I thought to myself that he hardly looked like he could plant carrots or potatoes.  He just didn’t look like someone with many gifts or abilities.  He said that when he first arrived in Samarang he went up on a hill and prayed over the city asking God to help him reach the people of Samarang.  I thought, “Abraham, you are facing demands that are impossible to meet.”

ii. While we were on the mission field, my eldest daughter went through a time of rebellion at around the age of 16.  I have her permission to share this story.  She was drifting further and further away from the Lord to point where we considered leaving Indonesia to come back to the states to perhaps get some new focus for her.  She graduated high school chose to go to a Christian college – the same college I had been invited to teach at.  We encouraged her to live at home with us for free, but she wanted to live in the dorms.  Then halfway through the first year, she told us she wanted to quit college and move into the city to just hang out for a while.  We knew this would only mean she would get into even more trouble than she already had.  We cried before the Lord.  The situation was just to much for us to handle.  There was nothing we could do to overcome the challenge.  I wrote in my journal, “I listened to a Christian song about trusting my Lord.  I wept as I realized that the wall I have hit has much to do about trusting him for my every need.  However, I don’t even have the guts to face the future. It frightens me, it demoralizes me.  The result?  I often find myself sitting in front of TV wasting time.  I frequently sulk thinking about me, and my, and I.  Not on others.  I’m reluctant to give him my life.  Yet I know, Tom must die daily.  I’m reluctant to give him my future.  Going back to Asia  equals fear and stress.  I’m reluctant to give him my kids.  The pain is too great.  Oh God, you are mighty, majestic, and holy.  You are righteous.  You are pure.  You love truth and honesty.  I’ve tried to be honest with you God.  Forgive me for not pursuing righteousness, for not being truthful, for not be honest, for not owning up to my sin, for not trusting you.  Thank you for your faithful love, your welcoming arms, and your forgiveness that restores.”  That was a cave experience for me.  We were trying to figure out how to help our daughter.

iii. Two years ago I started having intense pain in my neck, all the way down my arm.  The doctors told me that I had a ruptured disc.  I had to have surgery and get the ruptured disc replaced with a metal one.  Causes some problems now going through metal detectors in airports.  But before the operation, I could hardly get out of bed for two or three months.  The pain was so great.  Friends told us to go back to the states or Australia to get the surgery done, but we couldn’t handle it financially. It seemed like there were all sorts of demands that were too great to meet.

d. When we face demands, heartache, disappointment, trials impossible for us to overcome, where does our help come from?

e. When this woman told Elisha that she knew he could help, at that moment, God spoke.

6. God of the Bible loves to communicate

a. From Genesis to Revelation, God is speaking

b. He speaks in scripture, in nature, through our conscience, he speaks audibly, he speaks through dreams, visions, prophesy, history, and through a donkey!

c. Jesus is the Word become flesh

d. God peaks to his people today.

7. Listening to God in His Word

8. 2 Tim 3:16 – all scripture is God-breathed.  This is a living book.

a. Who and what are we influenced by.

i. There are all kinds of influences we  have.

1. Parents

2. Peers

3. Friends

4. Spouse

5. Community

6. Culture

b. Unless we’re in the word, the other influences the rest will crowd out the word of God

i. Romans 12:1-2

9. Reading the Bible to know its content

a. Have a plan

i. Reading schedule – computer or booklet form

ii. Develop your own plan

b. Make this a life habit

c. Commit sections to memory.

i. When I came back to the states, I had left all my friends in Asia

ii. In one of my first team meetings, I told the audience that I need a friend to hold me accountable.

iii. Sure enough one guy came forward and said, “tom, I’ll do that for you.”  We call each other every Thursday morning.

10. Reading the Bible with understanding

a. Various types of literature used in scripture

b. Chronology into which various books fit

c. The major story line of the bible.

i. Creation to new creation

ii. The old age that is passing away and new age to come

iii. The first and second covenant 

d. Use Bible commentaries, dictionaries, atlas, comparing different translations.

11. Read the Bible for understanding, guidance and decision making.

a. Read it with prayer

b. Compare scripture with scripture

c. Be aware of the then” and the “now

12. Read the Bible for conversation with God

a. The Bible is the principal too to use by the Spirit to peak to a believer or believers

b. There will be times when God brings parts of it especially to mind.

c. Times when he will bring certain people to mind to encourage.

13. Make use of a journal

a. Journaling: record what you’re learning as you read scripture , as you meditate, and as you interact with life and the Lord.

b. It may help you stay focused and get more out of scripture

c. I started journaling in 1985.  We were ready to go to Indonesia, but the mission said they were going to send us to the Philippines because our visa had not been sorted out.  We stopped in California on our way to the Philippines and I got a phone call from the mission saying that our visa to Indonesia looked like it was moving.  They asked me, “Are you willing to wait?”  I asked how long it would take and they said, “We’ll know in two weeks – max.”  Two weeks came and went – no word.  Four weeks, six weeks, and eight weeks – six months later, our visa went through.  During those six months of waiting, I was able to take some courses at Fuller Seminary.  One of those courses was “Emerging Leadership Development” taught by Dr. Bobby Clinton.  By the end of the first week, he was noticeably weaker, tired, and his voice seemed quieter.  We asked him about it and even after he said he was fine, students kept pressing him.  We thought if there was something we could pray for, we wanted to know.  Finally, when pressed, he told us that he had been fasting and praying for us since the class started.  I was blown away.  I had never had a professor fast and pray for me before! He then went on to talk about the importance of spending times of solitude with the Lord and the importance of journaling, and that it had always helped him a lot.  After I completed the class, I thought I would make use of the time I was spending in California, so I decided to go away for a week to spend some time with the Lord. I borrowed someone’s truck and went to spend a week in the mountains.  I fasted, and started journaling.  My first entry, “The mountains are beautiful.  The campsite is ideal. It would be difficult to find a better place to be with God…”  I journaled each day, but it was a process.  


i. Kept sleeping in

ii. God tried to wake me up a few times, but I went back to sleep

iii. One morning I woke up to the sound of a woodpecker knocking on the roof of the car.

iv. Prided myself on taking the initiative to go up there to be with Him

v. Realized it was God who prompted me to do so.  It was him who took the initiative.

d. Keep a journal to remember the things God has taught you so that if you mentor someone else, you can point to those testimonies. Imagine the impact of being able to do that.

i. I hope that one day my grandkids or great grandkids will be able to read journal entries of mine that will bring them to intimacy with the Lord.

e. The poorest ink is better than the nest memory – Harry Goodhew

i. If you write it down, you’ll remember it better than if you just tried to but it in your mind somewhere

14. Being alone and being quiet

a. Elijah in the cave – 1 Kings 19

b. Jesus in the wilderness – Matthew 1

c. Jesus withdraws - Mark 1:35

d. Jesus after feeding the 5,000 – Marr 14:22

e. Jesus heals the leper - Luke 5:12

f. Paul withdraws to Arabia – Galatians 1

15. Make a habit of taking times of solitude

a. Plan your alone time

i. Daily

ii. Weekly

iii. Monthly

iv. Yearly

b. Plan the time you set aside

i. Short periods of time

ii. An hour or half a day

iii. A day or week retreat

16. Why being alone and being quiet is valuable

a. Being alone can free us from the pressure of our immediate circumstances.  It separates us from the tyranny of the immediate

b. Being alone provides us with the time and space to think and to listen

c. Being alone allows us to get to know ourselves

i. Being alone has it’s risks


1. We can become aware of things that need to be made right within ourselves

ii. Life Together Dietrich Bonhoeffer

1. Balance alone time and community time.

17. Set your heart in the right dimension

a. Refocusing and getting your heart in the right place

i. Colossians 3:1-2

b. There can be times when God touches us profoundly

i. Jonathan Edwards (page 62)

1. His special experience: talks about his vision of Jesus as a calm and powerful mediator..  He began to weep and being emptied of himself and filled with Christ.

c. I have always tried to get away for a week each year and I use that time to rest and refocus with the Lord.  Three years ago, I thought I do something a little different.  I bought a bicycle and I went on a bike trip for 10 days.  It was at a time when my father was about to die.  My ministry was about to change.  I rode about 1,000 kilometers – 600 miles.  I asked the Lord what he had to teach me.  Every day he had something to teach me

i. First day, discernment – you need better discernment in the decisions you’re making

ii. Second day, discipline – you were disciplined in planning and making this bike trip.  You need discipline in other areas of your life –your devotional life, scripture reading.

iii. Third day – you need direction.  Don’t get caught up in the little details that frustrate you.  Focus on the important things

iv. Fourth day – tenacity.  I was determined to finish the trip.  I was exhausted, but I made it.  God said, “Rely on me, I’ll give you the strength in those other areas of your life that you need tenacity”.

v. Fifth day, total depravity – I was always priding myself on never having a big problem with sexual temptation, and suddenly an awful thought came to me.  It was like God was reminding me that I am totally depraved and I have an sinful nature.  I’m capable of any sin and I need God in every area of my life.

vi. Six day, thanksgiving – that day, I could help by thank the Lord for my wife and my kids, my ministry, and the people I had the privilege of working with.

vii. Seven - Chart your life

viii. Eight - Cherish the things that are important

ix. Nine - Chafe  

x. The ultimate goal was not the adventure

18. The importance of gaining self- knowledge

a. As we spend time with God, it is important we ask him to help us understand ourselves

b. We need insight into how God sees us

c. We need clarity about our strengths and weaknesses

d. We need to get eye ball to eye ball with our sin

19. When you face demands impossible to meet, God meets those demands

a. Elisha replied, “How can I help?  Tell me what do you have in the house?”  That starts an interesting conversation.  She says she has nothing.  In her mind the oil was not significant.  A slighted object became a saving object

i. In the Old Testament was used to anoint kings.  In the New Testament it was used for healing

ii. It represents the Holy Spirit

iii. I wouldn’t doubt that that little jar of oil was enough to sustain her and her family for the rest of their days.

1. God’s Holy Spirit needs to fill us daily and sustain us

b. She made a discovery she would never forget!  There weren’t enough jars to hold all the oil.

c. Abraham Lalong started six churches and a Bible school that I then became a teacher at!  He was my boss!

i. Two things I learned from him


1. Make me sanctified when I am least seen.  Make my life glorifying to you in my private life when there is no attention on me.

a. Abrahams name will probably never be  remembered as a major leader or globally influential person, but he was faithful and God used him!

2. Amos 3:12

a. Amos knew how important it was to be a good and faithful shepherd.

b. When the lions came to steel the sheep, the shepherd would fight the lion even if all he could save was two leg bones or a piece of the ear, he could go back to the owner of the sheep and say,

c. “Master, I did everything I could to save the sheep.  Here’s the proof.”

d. Abraham was willing to go into the mouth of the lion.  We are called to go save the sheep from the mouth of the lion!

d. My daughter’s rebellion: we struggled to know what to do.  We cried and prayed about whether we should stay in the U.S. while she was going through this, or if we should go back to Asia.  We went on a trip because I was asked to speak at a church and in the Thursday night meeting with people from the church, we opened up to them about our daughter.  We told them everything that was going on and our struggle to know what to do.  They said they were going to pray for her.  They said that they would start that Thursday night.  I was appreciative, but also thought, “I’ve been praying for a long time and nothing has happened.”  That Sunday, before I spoke, they sang a song in church – If you love me feed my sheep. I began to weep because I knew the Lord was speaking to me.  I was scared about what would happen to my daughter but the Lord was asking me to trust him.  When I stood up to preach, I opened by telling them what the Lord had told me.  We were committed to going back to Asia.  When we arrived home that Monday, we saw a note on the table, “Mom and Dad, I have to talk to you – Kelly.”  I was even more scared now – thinking she had gotten into trouble somehow.  She came by later to talk to us and we sat down at the table prepared for the worst.  She said that on Thursday night, she was asked to go to a party, but she said no.  Thursday night was the night that those church members had committed to praying for her! She said, “It was weird because I never say no to a party.”  She said she stayed home and didn’t even turn on any TV or music, which was also unlike her.  She said, “Then God began to talk to me.  I remembered the story of the Prodigal Son.  That’s me.  I’ve wandered away from God, and it’s time to come back to him.”  She said she wanted to move in with us so she would be held accountable.  By this time we were all crying.  She slid cigarettes across the table and said she wanted to stop drinking and smoking.  God had done it!  He had done it on Thursday – that very night!  He had done it before he even asked me to trust him or to make any sacrifice!

i. What I learned from that experience

1. The Lord does not delight in sacrifices or burnt offerings.  The Lord delights in a broken and contrite heat. (Psalm 51:16-17)

2. It had nothing to do with my sacrifice.  It had to do with my broken heart relying on him.

e. Surgery: Laying in the bed afterwards in pain and unable to move my arms, I was about to make a discovery.

i. I wrote in my journal, weeks later after I had made some recovery, about those first few nights in the hospital.

ii. I was unable to sleep.  Every 30 minutes, I needed my wife to adjust the pillow or help me adjust my body to get more comfortable.  She would go back to sleep, and I would lay awake wrestling with anxiety and wondering if I would ever feel normal again.  Finally, the only thing I could do was call out to the Lord quietly as I shed some tears.  I knew that he was the only one who could heal me.  I prayed at asked for his peace, but I realized that even if I never rode a bike again, or played volleyball again, He would still be enough.  I wanted to know him more deeply and intimately.  I was so grateful for his mercy and his faithfulness.  At that moment, I was healed.  I was still stuck in that hospital bed, but his peace and his rest washed over me like a giant wave.

iii. I learned that I am prone to let my public life run ahead of my private life.

1. God had to lay me up in a hospital bed to remind me to focus on him – that he is enough and to focus on his glory and goodness and grace.

20. When the woman in the Old Testament came to the end of herself, she came to the beginning of God.

a. God says, “I want you to discover that my grace is sufficient for you!”

b. God’s grace is sufficient for you!

c. Take those steps to lead you into that intimate place with him.

d. Just a little bit of something at God

e. You’ll find yourself discovering things that you’ll never forget.

21.  There are some things that hinder our pursuit of intimacy with God.

a. Seven deadly sins from the book “Green” (

i. Laziness

ii. Pride

iii. Covetousness

iv. Lust

v. Envy 

vi. Gluttony

vii. Anger

1. All of these things will keep us from becoming more intimate with God and they will cloud out the things of the Lord.

b. When God’s work is in us, there are virtues that will counter act each of these sins.

i. Laziness – Diligence, hope, trust

ii. Pride - Humility

iii. Covetousness – Generosity

iv. Lust – Chastity

v. Envy – Contentment

vi. Gluttony – Self control

vii. Anger – Love

c. There are some sins that are more specific to those of us who are in ministry

i. Cowardice/fear

ii. Authoritarian spirit

iii. Self-serving

iv. Over activity and exhaustion

v. The desire for praise and recognition

d. The virtues that counter these sins are

i. Faith/Courage

ii. The spirit of a servant

iii. Love for others

iv. Balanced life

v. Humility and a mind set on God

1. Sometimes we feel like we don’t have the power to experience these things.  God is saying that he has the power and can walk us through these things.

e. Satan will do all he can to keep us from hearing Gods voice.


i. CS Lewis – Screwtape letters gives an account of a senior demon training an apprentice.  He tells him to go out and try to affect Christians.  When the apprentice comes back he says he thinks he was able to effect Christians because he noticed that sometimes they were very excited about God and other times they were very low.  The senior demon tells him he has failed because that is the natural ebb and flow of life.  He tells him, “you’re job is to attack them when they’re down!”

ii. There are going to be times of difficulty and exhaustion in our ministries and in our walk with the Lord.  

1. Those are the times when the enemy will come after us.

2. I challenge you to use those times when you’re down to get closer to God.

a. Get a mentor

b. Ask people to pray for you

c. Those will be the times when the tempter will try to get you.

22. I believe that as the enemy tries to tempt us or defeat us, there are certain sins that he will use.

a. I came across this article “Melting the Icebergs”.  It will be available to you, and it will be part of what you’ll be quizzed on for this lecture.

b. Connie Williams, the author, talks about how only 10 % of an iceberg is visible.  The rest is invisible or undetected.

c. She talks about 6 different areas to uncover that can sink your leadership

i. Hebrews 12:1 talks about “the” sin that entangles you or besets you.  The author of Hebrews is suggesting that we need to find and understand the one sin, or the one area of life, that easily besets each of us.  Each of us is prone to a particular sin or downfall.

ii. Traditional training produces leaders with good skills but ignore heart issue.

iii. You may have been trained well, but there may be issues in your heart that need to be dealt with.

iv. Areas to uncover:

1. Inner healing: Listen to God about areas of emotional wounded-ness from the past can be healed so we can be set free in the present.

a. I’ve worked with a lot of leaders and have found some have come from difficult backgrounds. 

b. If there was abuse or neglect in the home as they grew up, there may be some resistance when a mentor or leader is giving advice because that inner healing over that issue never took place.

c. “Increasing number of Christians damaged by childhood woundings…

i. Emotional abuse

ii. Verbal abuse

iii. Physical abuse

iv. Sexual abuse

v. Passive parental neglect

vi. Passive or absent love

d. We can carry these things into adulthood.

e. The result is that we begin to believe lies

i. That we are unworthy of love and therefore cannot accept the Father’s love.

f. Self protective strategies

i. Never willing to open up.

ii. Isolated 

g. Unbiblical vows 

i. Using words like “never” – I’ll never be like my mother or father, or uncle.  If not dealt with, someone may become what they vowed never to become

h. False identity

i. Believing the lies and creating an identity based on what you were told

i. False view of God

i. Because they were hurt as a child, they don’t really believe the depth of God’s love.

j. Work to gain acceptance or affirmation

i. I went away to boarding school when I was six years old.  My parents lavished love on us when we were kids, but we had to go away to school so I was away from them for eight months out of the year.  During those years, I found that I longed to be loved the way my parents loved me but those that were taking care of me had all these other kids to worry about and just couldn’t satisfy that desire.  As I’ve grown into adulthood, I’ve found that if I don’t get affirmation, I feel discouraged and dejected.  I’ve had to ask God to come in and heal that.  I wanted to be full and at peace in my heart in his presence without worrying about what was going on around me.

k. Symptoms of unresolved issues

i. People or circumstances trigger disproportionate responses.

1. You may be in a meeting and everyone seems to be getting along fine and as they are talking, suddenly someone speaks up and is upset and perhaps feeling like they weren’t being heard and it seems disproportionate to the situation.

ii. Lead from head (skills), not from heart

1. They’ve been so wounded in their heart, they just want to use rationality and never want to open up.

iii. False front with people

iv. Always feel you must protect self

v. Identity – what you do not who you are

1. We need to know who we are in Christ.

vi. Teach about grace but have no experience

1. I have met so many people who can preach the gospel, but spend all their time trying to earn the love and affirmation of God.

2. When my youngest son went off to college, he played soccer, but he didn’t get a lot of playing time.  It didn’t matter to me.  I would check the website after every game and even if he wasn’t mentioned, I just loved seeing his name on the roster. It filled me with such joy and pride.  One day I was walking the streets of Penang thinking “Lord, I don’t think I’ve been doing enough for you.  I think I should be doing more.”  Suddenly, my son popped into my head and I wondered how the game had gone.  I planned to check the website when I got home.  Then God spoke to me.  “Tom, that’s how I feel about you.  You don’t even have to be in the game.  I love you.  You are my beloved son.”  I began to weep because it touched me so much to know that he thought of me that way.

vii. Try to change but no amount of prayer or willpower works.

viii. If this has spoken to you, I challenge you to sit down and journal about it.  Perhaps call a friend to talk about it.

2. Reconciled Relationship

a. If we have broken relationships or un-forgiveness, that can sink our leadership.

b. Being able to help other and yourself replace hostility and separation with peace and friendship

c. Unwilling to allow for a different opinion

i. Manifests itself through:

1. Hostility

2. Ongoing gossip

3. Tense atmosphere

4. When people hurt, they deserve it

5. Satan gains strongholds

d. When we lived in Indonesia, I was leading EE teachings to get EE started in different churches.  The pastor of the church that was doing the best was the guy that I saw being the future leader of EE for that city. He asked if we could have one of the trainings for his church at my house.  While we were having the training, he mentioned that he wasn’t feeling very well because he had driven on his motorbike through the rain the night before.  I told him that if he wanted to go home and rest, I would take care of the rest of the training that day.  I said it in front of his other leaders.  He said, “OK” and went home.  I finished the training, and I was getting ready to go to bed.  It was 11 PM and I got a phone call from him. He said, “Mr. Tom, I want to know why you asked me to leave your house this evening.”  I said I hadn’t asked him to leave, but that I had offered to teach the class because he was feeling sick.  He said, “No, you said that you were going to lead the class and that I could go home.”  I apologized and told him, “That’s not what I meant to say, please forgive me!”  He said he would try to forgive me but that our friendship would never be the same.  I got off the phone and didn’t know what to do.  I thought I would drive to his house to talk to him in person, so I got on my motorbike and rode across town.  He answered the door and I apologized again.  He said, “Mr. Tom you’ve been in our country long enough to know that you can never say that to someone.  You should never disrespect someone like that especially in front of my leaders.”  I said, “Oh I am so sorry! Please!  Maybe my language is not what it should be!  I never meant to say anything to disrespect you!”  I asked if we could pray together, and he agreed, but I prayed and he remained silent.  I soon got a phone call from another pastor friend of mine who asked me what happened.  He had heard that I had disrespected this other pastor and he then told me, “He’s very upset.  He’s going to try to get you kicked out of the country.  He said he’s going to report you to the government!”  I could not believe how this had gotten so blown out of proportion!  I went for a walk in the field behind my house to pray.  I knew that there was something else going on that I couldn’t see.  Something spiritual was happening, and I renounced the work of the enemy.  A.W. Tozer said, “I talk back to the devil.”  I told Satan that he had no place in this relationship or this ministry.  I prayed Christ’s covering and peace over the situation.  After I prayed for a while, I didn’t know what else to do so I got back on my motorbike and went back to his house.  He must have heard my motorbike because before I got to the door, he opened it and fell to his knees crying.  He hugged me around my waist asking, “Tom, forgive me! Forgive me!”  I knelt down beside him and we just hugged and cried.  I knew that that was the power of Christ.  He reconciled that relationship. 

e. If we do not deal with relationships in a way that’s going to be pleasing to the Lord, those relationships will become strained, conflict will develop, and it will break fellowship with those in our ministry.

f. We must be courageous and not let that happen.

g. Christ said to leave our sacrifice and go be reconciled as much as possible.

h. Symptoms

i. You always talk about past hurts

ii. Conflict seems to follow you

iii. Assume others have a negative motive

iv. Harbor unforgiving attitude

v. Others can see affect in you because you create tension.

vi. Cause “us” against “them”

vii. Disunity

viii. This can be true, not just in ministry situation.

ix. My wife and I had been married for 28 years when she made it clear to me that things were not as they should be.  I had started to neglect her.  I would spend hours and hours on my computer, and then travel for long periods of time.  Over time this began to wear our marriage down.  Through tears, she shared with me how this had hurt her over the years. I told her I would do whatever it took to show her that she is of utmost importance to me.  I told her I would step down from ministry to rebuild our relationship.  She said she didn’t want me to do that, but that we needed help.  I called up John Sorensen and told him the situation and that I needed to know what to do next or where to go to get help.  He said “Tom, the first thing I want you to do is to write a list of everything a godly husband should be.”  So I made a list.  As I was writing this list, I realized how short I had fallen in so many of the things I listed!

x. We must be proactive in reconciliation!

3. Living in the Light

a. Freedom from hidden addictions

i. Prescribed medication

ii. Gambling

iii. Gaming (computer)

iv. Alcohol

v. Sexual deviation

1. Deal with these things quickly and seriously!

2. Don’t let this go unresolved!

3. These addictions are often an escape from wounding.

b. People who suffer from addictions

i. Actions are not god-honoring

ii. Begin hiding due to guilt

iii. Tense atmosphere when you’re around them

iv. Will be used or abused

v. Suspicion begins to take control

vi. Begin to lose power in ministry

vii. Separated from intimacy with God

viii. Separated from intimacy with spouse or family

ix. Live double life

x. Stay busy to avoid contemplation

xi. Broken people cant help broken people

xii. Begin to minister out of shame

4. Rest and Margin

a. Regularly stopping activity and allowing for recharge so that you live with space between your load and your human limits.

b. We will burn out if we don’t allow for rest

c. I know this because I’ve been there.

d. God created us to live with rhythm

i. Time for productivity

ii. Time for rest

iii. Time for restoration

iv. Sabbath

v. Working on Sunday is not a Sabbath.  You need to remove yourself.  If God needed to do it, you need to do it. 

e. Symptoms of someone that does not do this

i. Feel guilty if not producing

ii. Avoid building relationships

iii. Begin resenting God’s call

iv. Stomach problems, muscle tension

v. Spiritual dryness

vi. Believe they are indispensible

vii. What you do becomes more important than who you are.

5. Stewardship of design

a. Living and ministering in ways that are consistent with your God-given design and desires.

b. It takes years to find the strengths we have, and then to find ways to use those strengths.

c. Encouragement


i. “When younger we explore options…but as we get older we must choose ministry areas that fit our strengths”

ii. Serving outside gifting can lead us to…”

1. Discouragement

2. Resentful attitude

3. Live for expectations of others

4. Want other to “sacrifice like you”

iii. Symptoms of serving outside of gifting

1. Vaguely aware of God0-given design

2. Compare yourself with others

3. Don’t feel “free” when doing ministry

4. Frustrated because you feel under-used

5. Become all things to all people

6. Living in Community 

a. Doing life with others in an environment where you are fully known and accepted.

b. We need relationship.

c. The Triune God has community with one another so that they are able to see what the Godhead desires.

d. Without community, we can be a dangerous situation without accountability.

e. God created us to live in community

f. We need the gifts of others to complete the body of Christ

g. Symptoms of not living in community

i. Feeling isolated and resent it

ii. No accountability 

iii. Others “don’t care as much as you do”

iv. No one to turn to when burdens come or heart is heavy.

7. Did any of the icebergs speak to you?

a. How is it affecting you and others?

b. What do you need to do?

c. What actions steps must you take?

8. I want to suggest praying:

a. Lord knows how we are formed

b. “Father here is what resonates with me…

c. “Father this is affecting me… or my family

d. “Father when I think if this, I feel…

i. Hopeful

ii. Overwhelmed

iii. Shame

iv. Empty or tired

v. Forgiven

23.  Take time with God

a. If there’s resistance, ask God to melt that so you can have that fellowship.

24. I’ll be praying for you!

