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Introduction:

It’s good to be with you today.  I wish we could sit across from each other to be face to face exchanging ideas, but I’m still excited about being able to do this.

To tell you a little bit about myself, I’ve had the privilege of serving on the International Board for EE.  I was introduced to EE at the Congress of Nations in Malaysia.  I fell in love with EE, the people, and the ministry.  I feel blessed to be part of anything that is going to help further equip you as you go on to do ministry.  I’d like to just act like you’re here with me.  I have a PHD in Archeology and Old Testament, so I teach at a university in the Old Testament program and I often get to do independent studies with students one on one.  So we’ll just pretend this is an independent study as we look at the issue of Character today.

I’ve looked over the courses and material you’ve been studying so far, and it’s all so important to our walk with God and how we do ministry, but one issue that is often hard to get a hold of, and is very difficult to teach, is the issue of character.  Character is going to bring everything in your training together.  With all the training, practice, and education you could possibly have, without character, your ministry could fall apart.

We’re not going to go through a list of the “how-to’s” of character, or all the criteria for having good character.  What we’re going to do is go over a simple definition of character and then look at some Biblical examples of character.  Often the Bible doesn’t tell us how to have good character, but rather gives us an example of someone who had good character.  It shows us how they walked with God.  Then we’ll look at what the Bible has to teach us through that individual and what it means for us.  What does it challenge us to do?  What does it mean for our lives as we walk with God and serve him in the ministry of EE?

When Paul is talking to the Corinthian church in 1 Corinthians 10, he tells them that they need to go back and look at people from the Old Testament.  Some are good examples and some are bad examples, but they serve as examples for us.  We need to watch how they walked with God, or didn’t walk with God.  Paul says, “We need to learn from them or guard ourselves so we don’t stumble like they did.”

1. Character

a. Character has been pushed to the forefront by different societies and cultures.  

b. We see it being highlighted in politics

i. Perhaps something comes to light that reflects bad character

c. We see it in sports

i. Especially in the united states, where some athletes don’t display good character

d. We see it in ministry

e. It has become an issue more so now than ever before.

f. It’s as if the world is calling out for character, but they’re really not sure what it is.

2. Defining Character

a. There are a lot of different definitions of character

i. We’re not talking about character traits

ii. Sometimes, you may see someone behaving in a way that you admire.  Perhaps a coworker that always seems to get the job done and you can rely on them.  While it’s a good character trait to be determined to get a job done, it’s not necessary a reflection of good character.  If you dug down deep under that positive character trait, you might find a pretty arrogant person that just wants to get a job done.  It may have nothing to do with God.

iii. Character is something that goes beyond the outside.

iv. As Christians, we can’t look at character as an assessment of outside qualities.

v. As we look at the Bible, it seems that good character depends on the quality of a person’s intimacy and relationship with God.

vi. When you’re thinking of it that way, it really becomes the single most important thing in your life.

vii. Character is going to determine how a person thinks or reacts in the middle of a crisis.

viii. As you’re in ministry, that may resonate with you. You may be able to think of times when you are able to do the right thing, but its times when there is conflict or turmoil in your ministry, or your country that are heart wrenching and it’s going to be your character – your intimacy and relationship with God that determine your response.  It will determine how you respond to your family or to other workers.  It will determine your perspective. Ultimately it will determine how God uses you in your ministry.  It will prove to be the most important thing in your life.

ix. God cares more about our character than anything else.

x. God speaks to Samuel and says that he looks more at the heart than the outside.

1. Biblical character is a matter of the heart.

2. The Bible talks about a relationship with God to be about our hearts.

a. Scripture says to love him with all our hearts.

b. Seek him with all our hearts.

c. Incline your heart with God

d. Walk with him with all your heart

xi. This relationship of the heart is not a one-way relationship.

1. We want to give our hearts to God and to honor him with them.

2. God wants us to know his heart as well!

a. In 1st and 2nd Samuel God makes a statement about what kind of priest he’s looking for.

b. He’s looking for someone that will know what is on his heart.

c. As you walk with him giving your heart, he will give his heart as well and there will be a blending of your hearts.

d. This is in the New Testament as well.

i. There are not only descriptions of what it means to love God with all your heart.  There are examples of those who do not walk with God and do not love God.

ii. They are described as being hard of heart.

1. Jesus gets after his disciples for not believing the testimony of the women regarding his resurrection.  He refers to their unbelief as being hard of heart.

3. We will be going through some case studies from the book Character: The Heartbeat of a Disciple’s Life.  Written by Blackaby and Wilkes.

a. As we read through these stories I want you to be thinking about two things:

i. How does God develop character? Take notice of how someone responds to difficulty.

ii. How does God use someone of character? How does he use someone who has a desire for intimacy with him?

b. We will be looking at narrative passages from the Old Testament

i. Narrative passages are similar to parables in the New Testament in that they don’t give many details or explanations about the story.  They just give the facts, and the reader is supposed to wrestle through the implications for their own life.

4. Read Joshua 9

a. As you read think about the quality of his relationship with God and how that impacts his responses to different situations.

b. Let’s look at this in relation to Joshua’s relationship with God and how God walks with him through these circumstances.

c. In Chapter 7 and 8, we get some context for this story.

d. After the defeat of Ai, we see that Joshua renews the covenant.

e. It’s interesting because after this huge victory, Joshua is going to get in front of the people and renew the special covenant with God – with Yahweh.  He reads all the words of Moses – every single one.  We don’t know how long this takes but it has to be quite a significant event.

f. By chapter 9, and as you go through, you see that the Gibeonites, who are suppose to have been wiped out, come and try to trick the Israelites.

g. Joshua has just come from a high point.

i. The key verse in verse 14, “but they did not ask counsel of the Lord.”

h. Surely when Joshua was reading the covenant, he was reminded of how Israel was to wipe out the Gibeonites, but when they came to him he made a treaty with them because he did not inquire with the Lord.

i. There are a lot of hints that Joshua should have known better.

ii. How often do we do this in ministry?  We come off of a high.  We’ve renewed a covenant with the Lord, and then we go and make a huge mistake.

iii. How many of us look at this story and dislike the Gibeonites?  Many people think this is a story about the Gibeonites, but it’s really a story about Joshua and his leadership.

iv. If you were a Gibeonite, what would you have done?  In many ways, while what they did was wrong, it was understandable if they wanted to stay alive.

v. As they approach Joshua, they keep pushing and pushing for a covenant.  They are very persistent.

vi. Then the Israelites refer to them as Hivites. We know from the Pentateuch that the Hivites were also supposed to be cast out.

vii. The text is giving us hints that Joshua should have known better.

viii. He came off of a high, and went straight into making this horrible decision.

ix. It all hangs on verse 14. “They did not ask counsel of the Lord.”

x. Why would he be rushed into this?

1. When they come to Joshua and push for a covenant, Joshua made it without thinking of the reason.  If they had come from a distant land, there would be no reason so make a covenant.  

2. Joshua makes the decision quickly and within three days realizes that they’ve broken the covenant they made with the Lord.  Now they’re in a mess.

3. This is where we start to see Joshua’s character.

4. Verse 18

a. The congregation is grumbling about what Joshua has done.

b. They had seen the covenant broken before, so they had good reason to be upset.

i. What would you do?

i. If you had just come from a high point

ii. You had renewed your covenant with God as you were leading a group of people

iii. The next move you make, gets everyone in a huge mess and then everyone is complaining about you.

iv. This is where we start to see character.

v. What does a person of character do in a situation like that?

j. The scripture says that they held to their agreement.  They did not touch them.

i. If you were in a situation in your ministry that you only were in because you were tricked, most of us may say, “Now, wait a minute.  We were tricked.  We only agreed to this because we were tricked.” How many of us would side with Joshua and say, “Joshua, you don’t have to hold up this agreement because it was made under false pretenses.”

ii. But what does Joshua do?  Joshua understands that the covenant he has made, is to the Lord.

iii. Even after a mess, his next step was to turn around and honor the Lord.

iv. It’s going to cost him a lot.  It’s going to cost him and his people, but a person of character is going to see that even in a mess, the next thing you need to do is always honor God.

k. So what does this tell us about character?

i. God uses a person that accepts responsibility and learns from their mistakes.

1. Maybe it depends on what country you’re in, but I can see even in the United States that if people in leadership make a mistake, the first reaction is to try to find someone to blame.

2. Joshua’s mistake did not change his mission.  It didn’t change the fact that he was still supposed to lead the children of Israel.

3. It did not change the fact that he was meant to lead the people to take over the land.

4. Rather than wasting time blaming the Gibeonites, or trying to get out of the deal, he quickly turns around in the next step and honors God.

a. We are all going to mess up in ministry.  We know that from John 1:9.  We all are going to sin and we all are going to mess up.  If we say that we don’t, we’re liars.

b. It’s important to recognize that when we mess up, we don’t make excuses.

l. God honors a person that keeps his word even if it is unpopular or costly.

i. It was going to be costly and unpopular for Joshua to keep the agreement, but what do we see next?

ii. We see God doing an amazing miracle when he holds the sun still during the battle. (chapter 10)

m. God restores and uses a people that don’t give up in the midst of personal failure.

i. How many of us have been sidelined by a mistake? Going weeks or months at a stand still because of a mistake.

ii. Even when you’re honoring God and growing in intimacy with him, you’re still going to mess up.

iii. The one who is growing in relationship with God realizes that it’s not up to us to determine the punishment that comes with a mistake.

1. Joshua moves on from his mistake regardless of the grumbling from those around him and he honors God immediately.  God honors him for that.

iv. If you watched Joshua’s process from chapter 8 to chapter 10, but you skipped chapter 9, you wouldn’t even know that Joshua had messed up.

v. God picked him up and continued using him because he chose to honor God.

n. To wrap up with Joshua, I want to ask you a couple of questions:

i. How do you respond in times of personal failure?

1. Do you look to others to blame?

2. Do you hide?

3. Do you realize that the next step is to repent and honor God.

o. How much pressure are you willing to take from others in order to maintain your personal integrity before God?

i. This is a tough question in ministry

1. We can have all the training in the world, but not know what our threshold for pressure from others is.

2. What’s you’re limit before you’ll compromise?

3. We know that we will face tribulation.

4. Paul got pressure from inside and outside of the church, but he maintained his integrity before God.

p. In the face of personal mistake, do you allow your mistake to paralyze you or to side track you from continuing your walk with God.

i. One thing about walking with God is that in the midst of a mistake, you repent and continue on, but leave the consequences up to God. Don’t let sin side track you.

ii. Don’t let failure side track you.  Simply repent and move on.

iii. Satan may bring up those mistakes, but when God forgives us, he forgets our sins and moves forward.

5. Read 2 Kings 5

a. I chose this passage because it’s a missionary passage.  It was a challenge then, and it’s a challenge for us today.

b. Remember as you read that this is a narrative passage, so it’s not telling us every detail of everything that happens.  It is recounting true events. 

c. Also as you read, think about the characters, and issues of character.

d. There are a couple of issues here about character.

e. There are various characters in the story, but I want to focus on one right now.  The little girl in the opening.

f. This story is a significant missionary story because God stepped outside of the people of Israel and drew in Naaman.

g. This entire story, however, hinges on this one young servant girl.

i. What is her name?  Not mentioned

ii. What is the description of her?  She’s young and she’s a servant girl.

iii. In the Hebrew context, a “young” girl probably meant preteen – maybe 12 – perhaps even 11 years old.

iv. Who do you think the Hebrew audience reading this story would identify with?  Probably either the servant girl or the servants.

h. What has gone on in this girl’s life up to this point?

i. Naaman, the commander of the Syrian army –the hated enemy of Israel, has come down and raided her village and carted her off.

ii. I can tell you that if someone came and carted off one of my children, it would be over my dead body.

iii. We can assume from the text that this is not a nice thing that has happened.  Her whole village was probably wiped out.

iv. So we can assume that her father, her brothers, her uncles and family are probably dead.

v. Now where is she located?  Probably the last place anyone would want to be.

vi. She was now a slave to Naaman, the commander of the army that wiped out your village and family.

vii. If this were you, how would you be feeling about your God at about this time?  Where would you be in your relationship with Him? Would you have any questions?  Would you be struggling with it?

viii. We see the faith that she had

1. She’s talking about Naaman knowing the God of Israel then he would be healed.

2. You see a pretty bold statement considering her circumstances. 

3. Naaman seems like a pretty prideful guy, but something about this girls statement and testimony told to him by his wife, moves him to go talk to his own king.  The king then sends all these riches over to the king of Israel

a. There is a challenge in that for us from this little girl.

i. There’s another question that she presses against us.

i. How would you feel about Naaman at this point?

ii. If you were carted off after your family and village was taken, and then you ended up serving the man in charge of that raid, and you’re serving him at his table and you notice he has leprosy… how many of us would think, “Good.  I hope it’s a slow and painful death”?

iii. She tells Naaman’s wife that she wishes he knew the Prophet or God of Israel.  This girl who had been through a tragedy and who was now being held captive, showed compassion on a man who had not shown any compassion on her.

iv. She is in a low position in society and seems insignificant.  Yet this entire story hinges on her.

v. We don’t see any wavering in her faith in a God that can heal leprosy

vi. Instead we see a clear declaration.

j. What kind of man is Naaman?

i. We know he’s the commander of Syria.  

ii. We know he’s great and honorable in the eyes of his king

iii. He’s a man of valor

iv. But he was also a leper.

v. It’s a pretty awful disease.  There was no cure, so you were ultimately going to die from leprosy in those days.

vi. What happens when he comes to Elisha’s house?

vii. He doesn’t even come out to greet him, so Naaman is offended.  He expected to be greeted and treated with respect and perhaps to have Elisha wave his arms around and declare healing over him.  Instead he sends a servant out to tell Naaman to dip in those horrible waters – something so ridiculously simple.  So Naaman walks away.

viii. He is destined to be ostracized from his community and his family.  He probably won’t be able to command the army much longer as a leper.  His ultimate end will be a long, slow, disgusting, rotting, and painful death.  Yet, he’s willing to walk away from it all because of his pride.

ix. He expected the prophet to come out and do something worthy of his prestige and position. 

x. His servants even stand up on his behalf and speak into his life telling him “wouldn’t you have listened to Elisha if he had told you to do something great? How much more should you listen if he’s asking you to do something simple?”

k. We see these major characters in this story: Naaman, Elisha, even these servants, but the servant girl is not part of the majority of the story.

a. How many of us feel insignificant?

b. Many of us don’t realize the impact that we can have or the way that God can use us, just as he used this servant girl to have an impact as huge as she did.

c. Once you start digging through the text you realize all that’s she’s gone through yet she has absolute confidence in God.

l. We see through the servant girl that God can use people who keep confidence and trust in him.

a. This may seem simple but how many of us lose focus when we’re in the middle of a crisis - whether it’s financially, with your health, or in your ministry?

b. Yet, this servant girl, in the midst of her crisis was able to keep all her confidence in God.

c. That’s a challenge for us.

d. How are we doing in our confidence?

m. God can use people who personal tragedies aside and have compassion on others.

a. Would Naaman have stood any chance if one of us was the servant girl?

b. I can say, “Oh, I’d really have to wrestle through that and think about that,” but it’s not going to change the fact that the text demands that of me and challenges me with that.

c. I wonder if we would have the same ending to this story if it was dependent on our compassion.

i. I hope that as we walk through this, you realize that this is not a how-to, but rather an encouragement to wrestle through the scriptures.

n. How much of your faith in God is dependent on your circumstances?

a. What’s your level of pain at which you start to lose faith and dependence on God?

b. It has to grow, right? We don’t just start out as giants in the faith.  

c. As we grow and walk, we are going to be better.  As we grow and follow God and walk with him, the greater our dependence will be on him. Those responses grow out of our character

d. The more we walk and grow with God, the more you’ll find that your faith in God does not depend on your circumstances.

e. Most of us will not face what she faced.

f. We are challenged to keep our dependence and faith in God.

o. How much are you willing to put aside so that those who have wronged you can receive healing?

a. That’s a tough one as Christian leaders.

b. We talk and teach on these kind of things, but it takes a transfer from our heads to our hearts to build good character.

c. This can impact your entire ministry

d. I promise you from what I’ve experience, you will not be able to serve in ministry without someone wronging you.  Somewhere along the line – close to you or not –will wrong you.

e. How much are you willing to put aside so that that person could receive healing.  This will have an amazing impact on personal lives and ministry.

f. We are still talking about, reading, and learning from this story based on this one little girl.

p. When you’re in the middle of circumstances that seems out of control, or that you have no impact on, are you willing to live with the expectation to remain faithful in God and that he can use this in mighty ways?

a. Do you think this little servant girl had any idea that God was going to use her the way he did?

b. She’s in another country, serving her enemy.  

c. When you don’t understand the circumstances, are you willing to trust that God is going to use those circumstances?

d. Ministry can be very confusing.  The person of character can look around at circumstances that don’t make sense and trust that God is going to use them in ways that they may never even see, but that are going to be for the good of his purposes.

6. Before we take a look at some New Testament passages, let’s remember why we’re doing this.

a. First it is fun to go through a story rather than pulling scripture from lots of different places to talk about the issue of character

b. Not only is it fun, it’s also unique to look at one character from a story and wrestle through the implications of their story and draw out the application for ourselves.

c. We need to identify the truths of each story and remember that they are not in the Word by accident.  They are there to help us grow in our relationship with God and to draw us to him.

d. Its our character that is going to determine how we respond to different situations.

e. Training is good, and that is why we have these classes.

f. But ultimately it’s your character is going to help you know how to use that training.

g. In the end, we are going to have one thing to answer for.  How much did we strive to fellowship with God.  He wont be looking at our activities.  We will be judged on our character.

7. Philemon 

a. We are going to look at some issues dealing with his character.

b. Philemon is an interesting book because a lot of people may not know much about it.  Some of the topics are a little awkward to talk about, and if someone flips their Bible too hard, they might just miss it and go straight to Hebrews because it’s so short.

c. The context of Philemon

i. We have a slave.  This is very common for that time period and for that culture, and his name is Onesimus.

ii. His master is Philemon who was one of the leaders of the church of Colossi.  The church meets at his home.

iii. Onesimus steals from his master and flees to Rome.

iv. He comes in contact with the Apostle Paul while in Rome.

v. What happens when someone comes in contact with the Apostle Paul?  They become a Christian.

vi.  So Onesimus becomes a Christian and Paul really likes him and wants him around.

vii. In the meantime there are some pretty serious circumstances going on in the church as a whole.

viii. Paul is getting all kinds of pressure from in the church and outside the church.

ix. He realizes that he can’t keep Onesimus there with him because he needs to right the wrong of stealing from Philemon.

x. Paul could have used his authority as a great Apostle to tell Philemon to forgive Onesimus and let him stay in Rome, but he doesn’t do that.

xi. Roman law at the time was that if a slave stole from his master, the punishment was death.  Onesimus also fled and ran away from Philemon, which made it even worse.

xii. There was a lot of controversy surrounding this slave.

xiii. Paul sends him back to Philemon to right the wrong, and he sends with him a note to Philemon saying that now Onesimus is a Christian and Philemon should accept him as a brother.  But he leaves the situation in Philemon’s hands.

xiv. Think about the church you’re in.  Can you catch the potential for there to be division over the issues with this slave and his situation?

xv. One side might say, “we need to uphold the law.  He has broken the law.”  Then he would have been put to death.

xvi. The other side might say, “We need to show him grace. Forget about the law.”

xvii. What potential does this have to ruin the ministry of the church?

xviii. This even has the potential to take the life of one of their believers.

xix. What I want us to look at what was it about this man, Philemon, that Paul could trust him with this huge issue?

xx. It’s going to come down to the issue of his character.

xxi. As we look at this, the challenge is going to be asking ourselves if God can trust us with these kinds of issues based on our own character.

8. Read Philemon 1:1-7

a. After verse 7, he goes on to talk about the situation with Onesimus.  He mentions that he could tell him what to do, but he leaves it to Philemon to deal with the situation.

b. We see in the book of Colossians that Onesimus is an elder in the church.

c. So we can assume that Paul was right to trust Philemon.

d. He didn’t blindly trust him.

i. Paul describes Philemon as his beloved friend and a fellow laborer.

ii. He has labored in the church with Paul.  He says he’s thankful for him and mentions him in prayer, and probably the best translation of the next part is, “Hearing of the faith you have towards the Lord Jesus Christ and the love you have towards all the saints.” 

iii. Paul is kind of a hero to us.  So when Paul says that whenever he hears of Philemon, it brings gratitude to his heart, that should tell us something about what kind of man Philemon is.  He says he “continually” hears of Philemon

e. Philemon obviously had a growing and continual walk with God.  It’s a natural progression from a love and faith in God to a love for the saints.

f. The more intimate fellowship you have with God, the more you can’t help but love the saints.

g. This is what Paul keeps hearing about him and knows about him.

h. What do people continually hear about you?

i. There are plenty of people I continually hear about in my own church, but it is not that they have a love for God and a love for the saints.  Most of the time, I’m continually hearing about them because of other issues.

ii. Do other people continually hear about us because of our love and faith in Christ and our love for the saints?

i. In verse 6, he talks about the sharing of his faith

i. In this instance he’s not necessarily talking about evangelism.  While Philemon is probably sharing his faith in the context of evangelism as well, in this instance he’s referring to the context of the church.  He uses the word “that” – “that the sharing of your faith may be more effective…”

ii. How does the sharing of your faith become more effective?

iii. This is something that is going to come out of your heart and out of your relationship with God.

iv. It it by sharing everything good thing you have in Christ.

1. If people don’t know what to say when sharing their faith, I just tell them to share all the good things they have in Christ.

2. Philemon is doing this with the church.

j. What are the good things you have in Christ Jesus?

i. Salvation.  That’s pretty good isn’t it?

ii. Joint heirs with Christ.

iii. We’ve been given his peace

iv. We are able to boldly go to the thrown

v. We have a high priest that intercedes for you and can relate to our temptations

vi. I would not have my wonder spouse and kids that love the Lord if it weren’t for my relationship with Christ.

1. Those are things that I would not have unless I was on the track of following Him and doing ministry.  

vii. The effectiveness of sharing your faith will become better by simply acknowledging the good things you have in Christ.

viii. We have a tendency to get around other people in ministry and share all the woes of ministry, don’t we?

ix. Paul is saying that what he hears of Philemon is his love for God, his love for the saints, and his constant acknowledgment of all the good things he has in Christ Jesus.  It’s a neat picture isn’t it?

k. The kicker is that he says, “For we have great joy and consolation in your love.”

i. This has been a challenge for me in my walk with God and as I serve in different churches.

ii. Where is that love coming from? That love is coming from that great faith in Christ Jesus

iii. Paul had so many opportunities to express sorrow when it comes to ministry.

iv. Do you think Philemon ever thought that his faith and love for the saints would bring joy to the great Apostle Paul.

l. “Because the hearts of the saints have been refreshed by you…”

i. As we are talking about character and the quality of your intimacy with God because that impacts and determines your service and ministry.

ii. It’s going to determine your vibrance in ministry and it’s going to determine how long you last in ministry.

iii. It will determine whether you are more excited about your ministry the longer you’re in it than you were when you started.

iv. It will determine how you relate to those in your family and those you are impacting.

m. So why did Paul entrust such a huge issue to Philemon?

i. As we look through the text, we see that it’s an easy answer.

1. He was a fellow laborer

2. Had a faith in God

3. Expressed his love for the saints.

4. Acknowledged every good thing he had in Christ

5. His love served to refresh the saints.

ii. There is a natural overflow when all those things are a part of our character.  

iii. I ask myself if when I’m going to teach a Sunday school class, or when I’m listening to students from all different backgrounds talk about their difficulties, I’m trying to keep this in mind. 

1. Are they being refreshed?

2. Are there things in my own life that I can acknowledge as being the good things I have in Christ Jesus?

3. As we’re sharing with those who don’t know the Lord, we should think about the same thing.  Do they feel refreshed when they’re with us? Are you a person that people want to be around?

4. We need to have an overflow of what God is doing in our lives.

n. What kind of person are you?

i. If there’s a crisis going on, is it automatic for people to want to turn to you because you have a confident walk with God and a love for the saints that refreshes those around you?

ii. Or are you the last person that people want to turn to because they know if you find out, it’s going to turn into a negative thing, or it’s going to end up in gossip somehow etc…

iii. The challenge is that we become people like Philemon.

iv. That when something happens, people feel they can come to us because they know that if they do, the right thing will happen.

o. There’s a lot more to be said about the book of Philemon, and we’ve only talked about the front end of it, but there are things that have been a challenge for me in my own walk.

i. Consistent faith walk with God creates the opportunity to be used to bring peace and stability to difficult circumstances.

ii. Your faithful walk creates the opportunity for God to use you in difficult circumstances.

iii. Do you have the inner life and walk with God that allows him to know that he can use you to bring peace?

iv. God uses the loving heart as a source for strength to the weary heart.

v. God uses the person of character to redeem people.

1. Onesimus becomes an elder in the church.

2. Before that he was a thief and a slave and he was suppose to be put to death.

3. Imagine that trip back to talk to Philemon about how he had stolen from him and run away.

4. He was a different person because he was born again, but there had to be some nervousness as there was potential for harm.

p. There are a lot of people that need encouragement from those who have character like Philemon.

q. There are people who are struggling and even Christians who need to be brought back into the fold.

9. Joseph – Matthew 1

a. Most people when they hear the name Joseph, think of the Old Testament Joseph.  Even when we think of the Joseph in Matthew, they think of Mary and the song of Mary.

b. There are some valuable lessons from Joseph.

c. Read the account –verse 18-25.

i. Joseph is referred to as a “just man”

ii. The traditions of the time meant that in the first year of their engagement, she was promised to him, but would still live in her parent’s house.  The second year, she would go and live with him.

iii. My understanding is that this takes place within that first year, which makes this a pretty scandalous situation because they had not been together yet.

d. Read account in chapter 2

e. So what can we tell about Joseph?

i. He was a “just” man. So what does a just man look like?

ii. Mary was found to be pregnant.  In that time, adultery was punishable by death, and she would have been thought to have committed adultery.

iii. Joseph wanted to deal with the situation in such a way as to save her the shame.

iv. He wanted to protect her.  The typical Jewish man who finds that his soon to be bride is pregnant – don’t you think there would be some shame or indignation?

f. In these short passages, there are four instances where Joseph shows immediate obedience when the Lord speaks.

g. The text doesn’t indicate any hesitation when the angel tells him to take Mary as his wife.

i. The indication is that he woke up, and married her immediately.

ii. Think about the shame that saved Mary from.

h. It’s no mistake that God made Joseph Jesus’s earthly father.

i. He was a just and righteous man and that tells us something about his heart.  He loved God and walked with God.

i. His flight to Egypt

i. Chapter 2 verse 14 tells us that immediately after his dream, Joseph takes Jesus and Mary to Egypt.  He doesn’t take them a week later when he’s planned everything out.  He doesn’t take time to ask if he has really heard from God.  He wakes up and leaves immediately. 

ii. This was quite the under-taking.  It was no easy task to figure out how they would get there.  Plus, they probably had hardly any money.

iii. His obedience spared their lives.

j. Return to Nazareth

i. He’s told to leave Egypt and go back to Israel, but when he hears that Archelaus is reigning, he has another dream and goes to Galilee and went to live in Nazareth.

1. Even our history books tell us how cruel Archelaus was.  He was removed because he was so corrupt.

k. As we wrestle through scripture, we don’t find a how-to when it comes to building character.

i. There is no list of do and don’ts.

ii. There is a full story of how God brought about his purpose and plan by using human beings. You get a picture of how God walked with people and how they walked with him.

iii. Some are good examples and some are bad examples

iv. But all of them are used to challenge us in our walk with God.

v. The challenge is to look at each story and scripture and ask what it is teaching us about our relationship with God.

l. We don’t know that much about Joseph.

i. He passes out of the picture pretty quickly.

ii. But he was an amazing guy.

iii. He was righteous and just and he was chosen to walk with Mary through all of this.

iv. He was chosen to be the earthly father of Jesus Christ.

v. We learn from Joseph that a righteous person is someone who hears God and obeys immediately.

vi. Out of the overflow of his character he obeyed immediately.  We don’t see him weighing out his options.

vii. We see him four times in one chapter obeying immediately.

viii. His obedience preserves the life of his family.

m. We’re going to be serving in all kinds of circumstances.

n. Some of us may have the physical lives of our family at stake in our ministry.

o. Others of us may have a spiritual life at stake.

p. The best protection we can have is immediate obedience to God.

q. I have three kids.  Does God ever wake me up with a dream that warns me of dangers they may face? Yes.

r. Do I roll over and try to get sleep? No, my wife and I pray through that.  There are all kinds of dangers in public school that they could encounter.

s. Is there a potential for one of my kids to meet the wrong person that might lead them down the wrong road? Yes.

t. Do my potential grand children hang in the balance of that? Yes.

u. All of this, and the issues in ministry, hang on our character and they depend on our response to God.  We need our response to be immediate obedience.

10.  I hope this has been helpful.  I hope that we’ve learned some valuable things through these people in the Bible.

a. Character is not about attributes or good qualities.

b. Its about our intimacy and walk with God

c. It will determine the choices you make

d. It will determine how you relate to your family and those you are in ministry with and those you are ministering to.

e. Your character will determine whether your hearing from the spirit about which direction to go

f. Physical and spiritual lives will be hanging in the balance

g. My challenge is for you is to take what you’ve learned and know how to learn from the scriptures and apply it to your own lives.

i. I hope you can learn from Joshua that we are all going to fail and the next step is to walk with God and honor him

ii. In failures don’t give up and leave consequences to God.

iii. I hope you look at the servant girl and see that we are not insignificant.  I hope you learn how important it is to not let your circumstances determine you relationship with God.

iv. Philemon teaches us to be the kind of person that people can trust and be refreshed by

v. I hope we can learn from Joseph about immediate obedience.

Prayer:

Dear God, I thank you that we can study your word- that your Spirit takes it, works it through our lives, challenges us, encourages us, and chisels away at things that don’t need to be there.  We thank you that you can form us into the image of your Son.  I pray that as we serve you in the different areas that you have us in, that we will serve with excited and obedient hearts –that we would be people that are determined - that we would grow in our fellowship and intimacy with you - that we will love you with all of our hearts – that you will show us your heart and that we will walk together - that we will sing your praises as we have the privilege of walking alongside you as you encourage your people and as you lead those that are lost to you into a personal relationship with you.  Lord we pray that you are glorified through our lives.  We pray these things in your name, Amen.
