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Introduction


When I’m in a learning situation, I like to know something about the person who is communicating with me.  So I think it’s important that I tell you a little bit about myself before we get into the topic of spiritual warfare.


I had a calling as a child into the ministry of God, and for most of my life I thought that was to be a pastor.  I was in pastoral ministry when God called us to Muslim ministries in West Africa.  Right after we returned, I became a seminary professor to students that desired to take their calling to international settings to help people discover and enter into relationship with Jesus.  After that, I was called back into being a pastor.  So I’ve lived three different types of ministry.


In those ministries, one thing that kept coming up over and over again was that began in Africa.  We have this idea that spiritual warfare is something that happens in remote countries and cultures.  The truth is, spiritual warfare began for me when I was a pastor in New Jersey in North America.


When I started out as a pastor, I had a very simple faith.  I believed that if I simply were to pray, preach, and reach out to people, that a change would come in the hearts and lives of people in the church and in the community.  So we were doing the ministry and work of the Lord, and in fact the first evangelism tool that we learned was Evangelism Explosion.  During that time, we grew as a church from about 30 people to over 200 people.  We were what people might call a charismatic church.  We believed that the Holy Spirit was moving in our midst, and we would pray for healing.  This came out of my own tradition.  When I was 9 years old, the elders of the church prayed for healing and anointed me with oil according to James 5.  

So, as we were ministering in our church, something happened that alerted me to spiritual realities that I had not considered before. My wife was leading a new believers class in an apartment above the church.  A woman showed up that had driven 25 miles to be there.  She had found the church through a series of interesting connections.  Although the topic my wife was talking about didn’t have to do with spiritual warfare, the woman kept saying, “I believe in spiritual power.”  My wife would politely say, “Yes, we believe in spiritual power as well. We believe the Holy Spirit is always moving in our midst.”  Finally, the woman said, “No, really.  I believe in power.  Every time I look in the mirror, I don’t see my own face, I see a demon’s face.  Every time I go to a certain place in my house, I can’t enter because the presence is so strong there.”  This was beyond what my wife was prepared to handle, so she said, “My husband is meeting with another group.  Maybe you should meet with him when he comes back.”  So I met with this young woman and she explained her situation to me.  She was seeing demons.  When she would come to a worship service, it was like clanging bells in her ears.  She couldn’t stand it.  
I told her that we could pray in Jesus name for her to be delivered.  She said, “So you really believe that there could be a demonic presence coming against me?”  When I said yes, she told me that she had been to seven other pastors who all told her the same thing: that she was psychotic and that she could only be helped through counseling.  I told her that there are plenty of stories in the Bible in which Jesus chases demons out of a person.  I was rooted in the word and knew what the word said, and even though I didn’t have much experience with this kind of thing, I said, “We’ll test the spirits.”  I had no idea what I was saying.  I had never tested the spirits.  My prayers were to God, not thinking about being involved out against the world of spiritual darkness.  I told her that I was really tired from a full day of ministry, but that I would put together a prayer team and meet with her tomorrow and then we would test the spirits. In hindsight, I guess I was stalling a little bit because I really didn’t know anything about testing the spirits.  She agreed to that.  I think she was just relieved that someone thought her experiences were real.  Before she left, I prayed a prayer something like this: “Lord, Cris is reaching out to you.  Please protect her until we have a chance to pray. Please don’t allow these spirits to manifest until we can meet again.”  I don’t know where that prayer came from. It was obviously God’s leading.  She left and seemed happy with that.  She then met two people from our church that were on their way to fellowship together with other Christians and they invited her to come with them so that she could experience what it was like to be around these people.  About a half hour after they had left, I got a call from one of the men that was there with her.  He said, “Pastor, you’d better get over here.”  I said, “What’s going on?”  He said, “Cris is flipping out.”  Well, I later discovered that she was literally flipping out.  The Lord was obviously ready, and the demons were throwing her into all kinds of convulsions and she was literally flipping on a couch. 

I drove to the house where they were all meeting.  On the way over, I was praying, “Lord… help.”  I had no idea what I was getting myself into.  As I walked into the apartment, God began directing me on how to lead Cris through a series of steps of understanding of what was going on.  I first assured her and myself that she was a follower of Jesus Christ.  She declared that without any reserve at all.  I began to ask her things like,  “Cris, do you want to be set free from anything that has take bondage over you?” She agreed and then I told her, “Cris, I’m going to make some demands now.  I’m going to ask any spirits that are bringing trouble to you to come to attention because I believe scripture gives us that authority.”  I prayed a prayer of protection over everyone in the group.  Again, this was the Holy Spirit’s leading because I had never see this type of ministry before.  I said, “If there are any spirits that do not glorify the Lord Jesus of Nazareth, I demand that you come to attention.”  Immediately Cris went back.  Her eyes rolled back into her head, and we began to deal with three different spirits that had been afflicting her. We sent them to where Jesus would send them, and then we filled her afresh with the Holy Spirit – that God would be everything that she would need.

We thought that it was done, but there was another woman there that hadn’t been a part of our church, but she was visiting some of the people in that community.  She said, “Wait a minute.  Something’s not done.  Cris is free, but there’s something still attached as to why these spirits had come.” Then we all began to listen as she got a picture.  She described a house, and what it looked like to walk through that house.  She said, “There’s a door, and if I open the door, you can go downstairs and there’s a furnace.  There’s a shelf in front of the furnace and there’s a box on the shelf.”  Cris said, “You just described my parent’s house, where I’m living right now.” 

I recognized that there is often an entry point where darkness comes in because I had heard stories of this kind of thing. So I prayed protection over Cris, and the people who were hosting everyone invited her to stay the night so that she wouldn’t have to go home, and we would go the next day to see what was happening.

We drove there the next day and went into the house to go to the exact place the woman had described and as we were going to go down the stairs Cris’s parents pulled into the driveway.  They came in and were very upset that we were there.  Cris was 25 years old, so she was an adult, but they somehow felt that we were intruding in their home.  They were part of a different Christian faith than ours, so they didn’t understand why we were there.  I finally looked at them and said, “This is going to be hard to understand, but last night we cast three demons out of your daughter.  We’re here to find out if there is a way they could have come in the first place.”  Cris’s mother got very upset.  She said, “Are you suggesting that we are the entry point?  Why are you intruding our house?” I told her that I really didn’t want to upset her and that we would leave.  We took Cris out to lunch to give the situation a chance to calm down.  We drove her home, and as we were pulling up to the driveway, her father was waiting there holding a box.  When we got out, he said, “I think this is what you’re looking for.”  Her father had seen her suffer under this for years and wanted to help.  As it turns out, Cris had an aunt that had put a curse on her as a baby at her Christening.  In the box, was her book of sorcery and Cris’s Christening gown.  Her dad said, “What do we do with this?”  I had heard stories from Africa that you’re always suppose to burn the fetish, so I said, “Let’s go in the back yard and burn it.”

Cris had known the salvation of Christ, but now she knew the freedom of Christ.  She no longer heard clanging bells in her head.  She was able to hear declaration of praise to God in worship.  She became one of the greeters of our church.  That was my initiation into spiritual warfare.

So it began for me in New Jersey, I didn’t have to wait to go to Africa to get involved with that ministry.  More recently, I’ve been a pastor in Connecticut close to New York City in a very sophisticated and affluent area.  We recognized that there were three spirits living in the house that we moved into when we got there.  They were not spirits that were glorifying to Jesus.  You may ask, “how did you know?”  We had a house worker that would come to help us, and one day my wife came home and the house worker was sitting on the front stairs and said, “Ma’am I can’t work for you anymore.”  My wife said, “Why? Are we not treating you well?” she said, “No, I just can’t take the voices anymore.”  You see, what was happening was, the spirits were muted when we were home because they recognized our authority, but when we would leave, they would start crying out.  So we went through a process of cleansing our house, and while I can’t go into all the details, there was confirmation after confirmation that something had happened in that house that had given entry to the kingdom of darkness.

So my experience has been – in Africa, and even in France when we lived there, and in the United States – that darkness is all around us.  This could create fear for us, unless we are people that are deeply rooted in the word of God. So the importance of this teaching that you’re getting today is not to create levels of fear, but to empower you to know that when darkness comes against you, you are not a victim, but you have been given everything in Jesus Christ to take your stand and be a part of advancing God’s kingdom in that place. 

1. So that we can be rooted in scripture, I just want to give a brief overview of how spiritual warfare plays out in all of scripture.  

a. For me, when I read scripture, I always like to read with the backdrop of four big themes.  

b. If I ever see a passage that doesn’t have one of these four themes, I can take that passage completely out of context and put it in the overall story that God is telling.  

c. The four themes:

i. God creates good

ii. Through the fall, we introduce evil into the world

iii. Through Jesus there is redemption and rescue

iv. After Jesus we are invited into God’s restoration project to bring about his kingdom and to press against the darkness.

d. God designed a perfect and good creation.  When we decide to sin, we’re the ones who introduce that brokenness.  

e. What God created to be a place where we would flourish in relationships and work would be meaningful, we have made into toil and trouble.

f. The rest of the story is in anticipation of Jesus coming to put everything back in order.

i. He’s the rescuer.  He’s the one that pulls us out of that brokenness and puts us back into our design.

ii. He doesn’t just rescue us to put us quietly off to the side.

iii. After he’s rescued us, he invites us to be a part of helping other people come out of their brokenness.

iv. To see the kingdom of God be released in the different settings in which we live.

g. In the very middle of this story is the whole idea of this confrontation between the kingdom of darkness and the kingdom of light.

i. There are multiple themes throughout scripture, but one of them is this battle between darkness and light.

h. I think it’s interesting that we talking of the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness.

i. We don’t say kingdom of “dark”.  We say darkness because it’s the absence of light. 

ii. It doesn’t mean it’s any less real.

iii. The kingdom of light is what God created and the kingdom of darkness is a turning or malfunctioning of what God designed.

i. The greatest collision between the kingdom of light and the kingdom and darkness is at Jesus.

i. We see passages about Jesus being the living word of God in John 1

ii. He’s life.

iii. He’s the new tabernacle.

iv. Behold the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.

j. One of the biggest declarations is that Jesus is the light.

i. John 1:4 – Jesus’ purpose is to come and to reignite light amidst the darkness.

ii. 1 John 3:8 – at his very core, Jesus was meant to push darkness back.

1. Everything we see – his birth, his life and ministry, his death, his resurrection, his ascension, and his return – its all about pushing darkness back to another place.

iii. Early in Christ’s ministry, Jesus submits to baptism – wanting to identify with God’s movements throughout history.

iv. Right after his affirmation from the Father, he is sent out to the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.

v. It is significant that at the very beginning of Christ’s ministry, the first thing that he faces is spiritual warfare.

k. Sometimes when spiritual warfare is happening to us, we wonder if we are outside of God’s will. 

i. It was the Holy Spirit that led Jesus out into temptation.

ii. Think about it.  God is starting a new family.  The first family was tempted and they failed.  Now he’s starting a new family through his own son.

iii. He stands up to temptation and he does not give in.

l. Luke gives insight into the insidious nature of spiritual warfare.

i. “And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from him until an opportune time.”

ii. The devil knew that if he could somehow come against Jesus, he could come against the work that God wanted to do.

m. After the temptation, Jesus returns to his hometown and reads from the scroll in Isaiah.

i. The indication in the scripture he reads tells us what he’s doing; he’s reversing the affects of darkness.

ii. He’s beginning the process, even before he gets to the cross, or speaking to what has been lost in the fall.

iii. He’s going about the process of rescuing us so that we can be involved in that restoration process.

n. Recently in my quiet time, I was thinking about how darkness is laced even into all the Christological passages.

i. Philippians 2 “though he was God he did not consider equality with God something to be grasped…every knee in heaven, and on earth, and under the earth...”

ii. Even darkness is going to bow its knee.

o. I was doing my quiet time in Colossians recently

i. Everything has been created for him – visible and invisible. Thrones, dominions, rulers, and authorities.

ii. Everything was designed for Jesus, but with the Fall these things become turned against God’s purpose.

iii. Jesus comes to do something to right the situation.

1. At the beginning of His ministry, he brings disciples around him and immediately empowers them with the same type of ministry.

2. His instruction to them is often three-fold

a. Announce the kingdom

b. Heal the sick

c. Cast out demons.

3. They were to carry out the very task the Jesus initiates for us and then invites us into.

p. The task is not passive.

i. Sometimes we may have a stronghold mentality when it comes to spiritual warfare.  We want to sneak in so that darkness doesn’t overcome us.

q. Jesus makes spiritual warfare an active aspect of our lives when he says this:

i. I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.

1. I’ve often heard people speak on this passage saying, “ see you have nothing to worry about. Darkness won’t come against you.”

2. Well that is nonsensical to what Jesus is talking about

3. Gates don’t advance. Gates protect

4. The gates of Hades protect that which has been stolen from God and keeps people from glorifying him.

5. Jesus calls us into a ministry that will advance against the kingdom of darkness and bring his light into the world in which we live.

r. At the very backdrop of Jesus’ ministry and all of scripture is this assumption about spiritual warfare. 

s. I’ve heard people say that the Bible is a spiritual warfare manual.

i. Okay, that’s fine, but I think it’s a manual on how to have life – how to have it abundant and have it eternal.

ii. An assumed reality is that spiritual warfare is going on and the idea that our eyes would be opened to it so that we would recognize that God is at work in places even before we get there but that we are to participate with him in bringing his kingdom to that place.

t. You can’t read the Apostle Paul very long without getting a sense that we are in a war.

i. It’s a spiritual war and it’s a very real war.

ii. He talks about the idea of struggling so that we would be able to make our stand

iii. Ephesians 6 – where we’re to put on our spiritual armor.

iv. Before Paul gives us the armor, what does he say?

1. Be strong.

2. He gives a very real sense that we are pressing against something and it’s a very real war that’s going on and its difficult.

3. We are not up against flesh and blood, but against, authorities, rulers, and cosmic powers of darkness

4. He’s aware of this battle and tells us to ready ourselves with the equipment God has given us for battle.

u. 2 Corinthians 10

i. An aspect of prayer that I like to refer to as warfare prayer.

ii. Paul says, “we do not battle as the world battles.  We have been given weapons that are not fleshly, but we’ve been invested with divine power to demolish strong holds. We take captive every thought that sets itself up against the knowledge of God.

v. Prayer is about intimacy and relationship with God.

i. There is a moment in prayer when it becomes far more aggressive.

ii. It is on the basis of that communion in prayer that I will learn how to operate in more authority.

iii. We then recognize that the weapons we’ve been given – prayer being the most powerful one – have been invested with the power to demolish strongholds.

w. I think of 2 Corinthians 4:4

i. A passage that helps us understand the power of evangelism and how to reach out to others and invite them into the knowledge of Christ.

ii. Often there are times when we could be talking to someone, and to them it would be as  if we were looking at them and saying, “Blah, blah, blah, blah, blah…”

iii. We would be giving them words, but the eyes of their heart would not be unveiled to the truth of the gospel.

iv. Part of sharing the gospel is, not only to understand that we might be going up against pretensions and arguments, but also to understand that we’re going up against darkness.

v. It is our job to pray that veil off of the eyes of others.

x. One more scriptural backdrop to understanding spiritual warfare is the apocalypse of Revelation

i. I feel that a lot of times we take this book of the Bible out of context.  It wasn’t written so that we would have a manual to understand the time when Christ would come back

ii. It was written as a means of hope for a church that was struggling in the midst of darkness.

iii. When we look at the early church, we see that it was a church that was beat.  It had all kinds of pressures and oppressions on it.  It was not a church that had risen to power.

iv. The declaration of Revelation is this: Though at times it feels that you’re losing battle and that’s it’s difficult and hard to persevere, know that Jesus has won the war. In the end, you are going to be victorious.

v. John likes to say, you are overcomers.

vi. So the over all message of scripture is that God created good, we introduced brokenness into the world, Christ rescued us, and we are invited into that restoration process by bringing light into the broken places of our world.

2. So why is spiritual warfare a topic that there is so little teaching on?  Why is it a topic that so many people who are strongly rooted in the word are afraid of?

a. One reason is that we’ve seen some extremes come out of teaching.  We teach on it and take it out of the context of the Bible and make the issue more important than even Jesus did.

i. Through that, we create fear.

ii. We end up having a demon behind every situation, and we don’t give people a structure to understand that spiritual warfare is multi-faceted.

iii. We need to be alert to it but not to be consumed by it.

b. Being in a secular environment in an age that is all about enlightenment, we’ve decided that spiritual warfare is an archaic idea, and that it came from a time when people didn’t have clear thoughts and now that we’ve become educated, we understand a different way.

i. The problem with that is, that our experiences are showing us that its not an archaic way.

ii. Just because we think that spiritual warfare isn’t there, doesn’t mean it’s gone away.  Sticking our heads in the sand is never going to be a solution for spiritual warfare.

iii. In fact, C.S. Lewis’ Screwtape Letters show a really great picture of how the kingdom of darkness operates in our humanist world.  It’s a story of a senior demon instructing his trainee.

1. Lewis says this at the beginning of his book:

a. There are two great dangers in thinking about darkness.

i. The first is to overestimate the powers of darkness.

ii. The second is to underestimate the powers of darkness.

iv. If we overestimate the powers of darkness, it will consume us and we will lose our focus on Jesus

v. If we underestimate the powers of darkness we will become lulled to sleep about things that are happening and then we allow the enemy to take advantage.

3. So I want to speak to the issue of spiritual warfare and give you a tool that you can use to do battle in the place where God has put you.

a. My goal in this is to inform you out of word and out of my experience and to give you a sense of being an overcomer.

i. Knowing that spiritual darkness is there is good.

ii. Knowing what to do with that spiritual darkness is even better.

iii. I believe that God gives us some good principles that we can walk with.

b. there are a couple of terms that can be helpful to us.

i. Power encounter.  Alan Tipet, missionary to the pacific islands defines it simply as the clashing of the kingdom of darkness with the kingdom of light.

1. There are three areas that we need to be aware of when speaking about power encounter

a. The flesh – the flesh working within us

b. The world in which we live – systems that have been set up against the knowledge of God.

c. The kingdom of darkness itself.

2. Ephesians 2 brings all of these elements together when Paul is talking about the struggle of someone before they are a believer in verses 1-3

a. Paul is talking about their pre-Christ experience.

b. He talks about the flesh – meaning the inner man that is in rebellion against God.  It’s the inclination in us to move towards sin.

c. Paul talks about the world.  There are three meaning the word “world” can have in the New Testament.

i. The globe that we’re on

ii. The people that are outside of relationship with God.

iii. Or a system that has been set up in rebellion towards God.

iv. The meaning can be interpreted through the context.

d. Paul is not talking about the globe or people.  He’s talking about a system.

i. We are aware of all the different systems around us –whether they are political or cultural – they all may have good things in them, but they also all have things that are laced with darkness.

e. We know from 2 Corinthians 10 that we demolish strongholds that have been set up against the knowledge of God. 

f. One author says, if you are walking with God, but you are not pressing against the things of this world, they will slowly take you down river until you are separated from God.

g. No action against it, is like being in an inner tube on a river and moving down that river.

h. Then Paul goes on to talk about the Prince of the air, which we know is Satan.

3. If we are to have a global perspective on spiritual warfare, we can’t just be thinking about Satan and demons.

4. We have to think about the flesh, and the world as well.

ii. I often tell my students that we are walking spiritual warfare.

iii. Paul talks about the battle between the flesh and the spirit in Romans 7.  He was in Christ, but understood that struggle of having one foot in Christ and one foot in Adam.

iv. Galatians is all about that question of following the spirit or following the world.

v. So when I’m moving throughout my day, I’m in constant spiritual warfare.

1. Will I cooperate with the spirit?  Or will I cooperate with darkness?

2. When I’m moving through the world, there are influences that are speaking against my relationship and my connection with God.

3. Finally there is a kingdom that has been established around me.  My ability to operate against that depends on how much God will open my eyes, and how much I will participate with God to open my eyes, to see how darkness is pressing against me.

vi. I’m going to spend most of this time talking about the kingdom of darkness, because I think we have a lot of teachings on the other two.  We haven’t been formed on this third one very well.

1. The truth is, every moment, every space, and every time in our lives is a place of spiritual warfare.

2. I think it was C.S. Lewis who said, “Every moment is claimed by God and counter-claimed by Satan.”

c. The second term I want to talk about is Spiritual Warfare

i. This can be summed up – helping people move from the kingdom of darkness to the kingdom of light.

ii. You might ask how I fell on that definition.

iii. As someone who walks with God and wants to be the presence of God’s kingdom in this world, I take no delight in spiritual warfare.  In fact, I would be happy if it were not a part of the formula.

iv. I don’t want to be consumed with spiritual warfare. 

v. I’ve done a lot of deliverance in my life, but I never wanted to have a sign above my door that says, “Deliverance Ministry”

vi. My greatest delight is connecting people back to their creator.

vii. I love watching people being rescued by Jesus and being brought back into that restoration project to be the people they were originally intended to be.

viii. I don’t feel triumphant when I send a demon away. I get the most delight when people are getting reconnected to God.

1. In Acts chapter 26, Paul sums up his ministry, “That their eyes may be opened…

2. Paul was rescued to be a part of the restoration project and to bring others into the light.

ix. For me, spiritual warfare is not so much about being consumed by darkness.  It’s about being alert to darkness and to help people discover Jesus.

x. It’s about bringing back to God that which was originally meant to bring him glory, but got defaced in the fall.

1. What was meant to bring him glory? Creation itself!

2. The plunder of spiritual warfare is people and creation that was meant to bring glory to God and has been stolen by Satan.

3. Paul says in Romans, “Creation groans for the redemption of men.”

xi. So I love bringing people to the restoration of the original design.

xii. I also love taking back territory – land that belonged to God.

xiii. I also love to watch people discover freedom in Christ.

1. In nearly 30 years of ministry, I see a lot of people who believe in Christ and live in him, and nothing can separate them from him, but they have yet to move into what Jesus is talking about in John 15: I have come so that you may have life and have it to the full.

2. The two-fold gift of Jesus is abundant life and eternal life.

3. I watch Christians struggle in their lives and I believe it’s because there is still an element of darkness or wounding in their life that keeps them bound – unable to push the effects of darkness in their life away.

xiv. With that definition of spiritual warfare in mind, I want to share with you the most significant aspect of spiritual warfare.  It has become a one of the themes of my life.

xv. In power encounter, you may think that you need to have more power, but I don’t think that is the solution.  I want to have full power in the Holy Spirit.  I pray for fresh filling every day and in every ministry so that God will be seen.  I know that only God brings the increase.  Yes, I want that kind of power.

xvi. But there is something that is always stronger than power.  It’s called authority. 

4. As Christians, we are being restored to the original design, and we’ve been given authority so that we would operate from his kingdom principles to bring light to the places of darkness.

a. We need to go at this theme Biblically.  We need to go back to the creation account.

b. In the creation account, god gives Adam and Eve the authority over all the earth.

i. I encourage you to go back to that account and read all the declarations.

ii. They are told to subdue it – not the idea of misusing, but being a good steward over it.

iii. Adam was given the task of naming all the animals.


1. In the Biblical worldview, if you named something you had authority over it.

c. So from the beginning they were called to lord over it – in the sense of stewardship.

d. Psalm 8 has a great declaration on this. (beginning in verse 3)

i. That was our original design. We know that these verses echo the coming of Christ, but the Psalmist is also talking about how we were given dominion over the earth.

e. The moment we obeyed Satan, we gave up, to some degree, our authority to rule on this earth.

i. What was designed to be our role, gets transferred to Satan.

ii. He’s called the prince of this world.

iii. The prince of the power of the air.

iv. He’s called the god of this age.

v. When he’s tempting Jesus, he offers him all the kingdoms of the world.

vi. What we were supposed to rule over, in our disobedience, we gave up that right to the enemy.

vii. In 1 John, it says that the control of this world is with the evil one.

viii. In Acts 26:18, it says the whole world was plunged into spiritual darkness.

ix. You see, Satan gained ground when we gave up our ruling authority.

f. The kingdom of darkness has two primary works.

i. Keep people in darkness (2 Corinthians 4:4)

1. Once he gets people there, he sets out to make life miserable.

2. Scripture refers to him being a roaring lion not to the unbelievers, but to the believers.

3. Even with Jesus, when he resisted temptation, Satan waits for a more opportune time.

g. So that we do not fall into a dualism where Satan is equal to God, it is important to remember that when Satan exercises power in this world, he’s not usurping God’s power, he’s usurping yours and my power.

i. All power and authority flows from God.  But when we gave up ours, Satan stepped in.  We were the ones to have dominion. 

ii. Charles Kraff says it this way, “All that was under Adam’s authority fell when he fell.  His disobedience brought a curse on all of creation and gave Satan authority over all that God had given Adam and Eve.  Satan had a right, therefore, in his discussion with Jesus to claim ‘all the power and wealth of the world has been handed over to me and I can give it to anyone I choose.’”

iii. This is important to understand because Satan can’t take anything from God.  He can only try to maar that which belongs to God. 

iv. Satan’s authority and ability to act are always limited.

1. To exercise authority, he needs permission from God.  He needs God allowing certain things to continue their way.  We see this in Job.  Satan asks permission from God to bring those things against Job.

2. Satan is not a creator, but a counterfeiter and a parasite.

3. He only works through the cooperation of human beings.

4. The analogy that Satan is like a rat is a good one: rats go to where there is garbage.  Satan goes to where there is garbage.

5. Not having the power to create something, he works through the deficiencies and the brokenness of our world.

6. We should not overestimate his power.

7. Nigel Wright in his book, The Satan Syndrome says this, “the vitality of the devil is parasitic, and his strengths substantially drawn from humanity.  The power that the devil has in himself is far less than we imagine and far more dependent on that which mankind gives him.”

v. This should heighten us to the importance of being in tune with spiritual warfare so that we’re not giving him power, but that we’re walking in the light.

h. While we want to understand the importance of not giving Satan too much power we also want to avoid the opposite extreme.

i. His role is severe and he does seek to come against what God is doing.

1. Daniel praying and warfare happening in the spiritual realm

2. Paul talking about wanting to come to the people, but Satan resisting him.

3. Reminders in scripture that the enemy is constantly setting himself up against our progress.

i. He usually works through strongholds – places that we give entry and grounds for him to stay there.

j. It’s important that we are aware of those places in our life.

5. This is where the story shifts - Jesus

a. Remember our four themes

i. Creation is good

ii. The fall – we turn creation upside down

iii. Jesus comes on the scene and he brings rescue.

1. John 3:8 – Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil.

2. The good news of the kingdom is that darkness is going to be pushed back and Jesus is going to start a new role.

iv. The kingdom of God is backing up and validating everything that Jesus is declaring.

1. I wish we had time to develop a little bit of kingdom theology because it is Jesus’ primary message.  He comes to announce the kingdom.

b. Jesus secures this change.  We see it happen in stages all throughout the Christ event.

i. We see him taking another bite out of darkness

ii. At the cross it says that he disarms the enemy making a public spectacle of him.

iii. The resurrection he conquers death

iv. The ascension – everything about the Christ even is leading to new stages of victory.

c. However, we are in this in between time.  We are the ones who have been commissioned to battle to see his kingdom come into play.

d. I wish that when the cross, resurrection, and ascension happened all darkness was pushed away.

e. People ask me why I think God allowed darkness to still have a place in this world. I don’t know. Perhaps it’s part of God’s love for us to see us become more like Christ.

f. What I do know is that from the very beginning, Christ asks us to follow him and be involved in pushing back the darkness and fight that battle to establish his role. 

g. The core of this is operating in our authority.

i. Jesus is always operating in authority structures

ii. He’s always operating in the authority that he’s getting from the Father.

1. I only do what the Father’s doing

2. I only go where the Father is going

3. I only say what I hear from the Father.

4. By myself I can do nothing.  Seek to please the one who sent me – John 5:30

h. Jesus is aware that he’s operating out of the structures of the kingdom that is coming behind him..  He’s aware that he is appropriating this authority.

i. The ones that recognize the authority as we move through the scriptures are usually the pagans and Gentiles but always the demons.

j. The religious people are totally missing this.

k. The people who are experiencing his ministry recognize that there is an authority on him that they’ve never seen before.

i. How many times do we see people saying something like, “who is this that comes with teaching with such authority?”

ii. The can see that it does not come from his education, but that he speaks in a way that they’ve never heard anyone speak before.

l. We see him use authority over sickness and over nature.

i. He speaks to the winds and tells them to be still, and people say, “Who is this that even the waves obey him?”

ii. He speaks to demons and to sickness and they leave and he says, “if I do this, it’s because the kingdom of God is near.”

m. Even in his confrontations with political authorities, Jesus moves in an authority that is different than anything else you see.

i. One of the most fascinating stories is when Jesus stands before Pilot and he’s saying nothing.  Pilot says, “Don’t you know that I have the power to give you life or death?” Jesus responds, “Don’t you know that unless my Father in heaven declares it, you have no authority over me.”

ii. Jesus knew how he was operating and where he was going.

n. People who see his ministry say, “Even the demons obey him.”

i. The authority that Jesus operates in becomes strengthened in each moment in the Christ event.

ii. When we get to the resurrection accounts, there’s a new level of authority that seems to be declared.

1. “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.”

2. In that moment he’s speaking as the resurrected God-man.  He is not speaking out of his God initiative there.  God doesn’t need authority given to him.  He’s speaking out of his humanity and how he moved in his ministry and in the power of the Holy Spirit.  

3. In the resurrection there was a validation of everything that happened on the cross.

iii. It goes to another level even in the ascension. I find it interesting that we don’t hear much teaching on the ascension and what happened in these moments.

1. Jesus takes his seat at the right hand of the Father.

2. Scripture declares this in Hebrew, and in 1 Peter is says, “He went into heaven at God’s right hand with all the angels, powers, and authorities in submission to him.”

3. Colossians 2:10

4. Ephesians 1 talks about Jesus being at the right hand of the Father and every power and authority being underneath his feet.

5. These echo what we heard back in the creation account.  All things were to be under our feet and our dominion.

6. What Jesus does when he comes to this earth, is he realigns us to the purpose.  When we get connected with him, we then get engrafted into the process of being engaged in exhibiting and moving in his authority.

7. Hebrews 10.  “…One sacrifice for all” that’s Jesus, “He sat at the right hand of God.  Since that time, he waits for his enemies to be made his footstool.” You see that contrast?  Everything is under his feet, but he’s waiting to make his enemy his footstool.  “By one sacrifice, he is makes perfect forever those who are being made holy.” 

8. His authority is established, but he invites us to operate in that authority so that his enemies are made his footstool.

o. You may be able to see why Jesus would work in that authority, but ask why do we have the right to work in that authority.

i. We see this in the very beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  He doesn’t guard that authority for himself.  He takes that authority and gives it to his disciples. 

ii. Luke 9, he sends the 12 out for the first time. The word “healing” is mentioned in that passage a few times – that they go out and perform healing.

iii. Some people will say that authority was for Jesus and the original 12.

iv. The problem with that is that in Luke 10 he sends the 72 out and they do the same thing.  They go out and announce the kingdom, perform healings, and cast out demons.  When they come back from that they were all excited.  I can just imagine them telling Jesus about how the kingdom really came the way he said.  They say, “We even cast out demons in your name.”  Jesus responds with easiness and says, “I expected you to do this because I gave you my authority.”  He uses the word “authority”.

v. He passed on the authority to do the very things that he had been doing.

vi. The whole rest of the story is about the authority being passed on to the people.

vii. John 20 – “as the Father sent me, so I send you.”

viii. John 14 – “anyone who believes in me will do all the things I’ve been doing and will do even more.”

ix. Some say that the “greater” things that we will do is really love.  I have no problem with that interpretation, but Jesus said that we would do the things that he did as well.

x. He wanted us to take his authority and to destroy the works of the devil and bring light so that darkness would scatter and people would be brought back to their original design.

xi. Paul says we are joint heirs with Christ.  In another passage Paul says, “for you know the instruction we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus.”

p. Authority is our given mandate from God.

i. It’s what we’re called to and what was set up in creation but that we failed on the first time.

ii. Rather than God removing us from the story, he sends Jesus to reestablish authority and invites us to be part of pushing back darkness out of our lives.

iii. Authority is not a special addition for a select few.  It’s the possession of every believer and it’s rooted in who we are in Christ.

1. It’s not about our performance.

2. It’s not about an extra filling of the Holy Spirit

3. It’s rooted in who we are in Jesus

4. God wants us to operate in it.

iv. You might ask how I know that we have that.

1. Ephesians 2 – the first part Paul talks about what we used to be and how we are made new in Christ.  The result:  “you were seated with him in the heavenlies.”

2. I want us to pay close attention to that language.  We might expect Paul to say that we “will be seated”, but Paul uses the declaration.

3. He’s talking about our spiritual position being seated in Christ.

4. If every dominion and power and authority is under his feet, that means that every dominion, power and authority is under our feet.

5. This is good news because the kingdom that we’re up against is a very powerful kingdom.

6. I cannot go up against the kingdom of darkness using power.

v. I have learned in my ministry that authority always trumps power.

1. I see this most graphically in the image of a police officer.

2. I live in a town where we still have a lot of traffic cops that direct cars.  For whatever reason, they have a lot of power.  They blow the whistle and people get really afraid and they blow the whistle if you cross the street at the wrong time.

3. If you imagine a huge 2 ton truck coming down the street, who is more powerful?  The truck or the police officer?  Obviously the truck.  But all the officer has to do is blow his whistle and put his hand up, and the truck will stop.  That has nothing to do with power.  It has everything to do with authority.  The badge that officer wears is validated by a whole system of government behind him.

4. This illustration is meaningful to me because living in West Africa, I’ve seen the opposite happen where that truck doesn’t stop for that officer because they didn’t recognize that authority operating in that situation.

vi. As believers rooted in Christ, when darkness is coming against us, all we have to do is put up our hand and command it to stop in Jesus’ name and authority trumps the power that is coming against us.

vii. If we understand how powerful the kingdom of darkness is, it doesn’t create fear when we recognize that we’ve been given authority.

viii. When darkness is showing it’s head, all we need to do is move in our authority rooted in our position in Christ – not in our performance - understanding what Christ has declared over us and what scripture says is part of our inheritance, we then participate with Jesus in pushing darkness back. 

ix. If we go back to our definition of “power encounter” that means that when our flesh is acting up, we need to take authority over our flesh and call it into submission to Christ.

1. If I try to exercise all the power that is within me to battle my flesh, it’s going to be a battle that I’m not going to win.

2. The authority that Jesus gives me, gives me the position to say to my flesh “line up to what God wants for you.”

3. Systems in this world have a lot more power than I do.  When I seek to operate in the way Christ wants me to in his authority, I have authority to operate through those systems.

4. When the kingdom or darkness raises its head, I simply operate in my authority against it.

q. Some people ask about how to operate in spiritual authority when it comes to other kinds of authority – political, family, social, etc.

i. Spiritual authority flows best when the other authorities are lined up.

ii. At it’s very foundation, spiritual authority sees Jesus in every situation and moves through those times with a clarity and purposefulness.

iii. What that tells me about my life is that I want all my other authorities to line up.

iv. So when I think about spiritual authorities I always think about it in the context of where I am.

1. I’m a pastor of a church, so I need to provide an umbrella of authority over my congregation. 

2. I teach certain classes at a seminary, so I’m providing an umbrella of authority over them.

3. I have one wife and three kids so I’m providing spiritual authority over them.

4. If those authorities are in alignment to bless and to serve, spiritual authority will flow most naturally.

r. Another question people have is why Jesus’ authority seems so much clearer than ours.

i. I liken it to a clogged up pipe and a completely open pipe.

ii. As Jesus is operating in his authority from the Father, his pipe is not clogged up by things like original sin, his practice of sin, and emotional wounds.  He keeps hearing the declaration, ‘This is my son in whom I am well pleased.’

1. So the authority of God just flows.  There is nothing to block it.

iii. My pipe is clogged with original sin, my practice of sin, and wounds in my life.

iv. In redemption, a lot of that is taken care of.  The more that I allow those things to be cleaned up and inner healing comes in the more that sludge is cleaned up and authority flows more easily.

v. I want to make a distinction here.

1. It’s not about performance

2. It’s about having my life in alignment so that authority will flow.

a. The whole idea of finding healing doesn’t change my authority position.  It changes the flow of my authority.

b. My authority is rooted in Christ.  The flow of it is rooted in my connection with him.

s. So with that said, I want to make a few summary statements about operating in our spiritual authority to be victorious spiritual warfare - bringing people out of the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of light as well as overcoming in power encounter – whenever darkness is clashing with us. 

i. Jesus has given us the Holy Spirit who will guide us and empower us.  He has given us authority.

1. He wants us to continue doing what he was doing in his authority – exhibiting the Father’s love and operating in the kingdom of the Father to bring change to this world.

ii. The second one is this: Jesus has given us authority over the enemy.

1. Know your enemy but while acknowledging his power, I want to keep in check that I have nothing to be afraid of.

2. Every power and authority is under Jesus’ feet and that means they are under your and my feet as well.

iii. The third principle is this: We are the rightful rulers of the earth. Satan is the usurper.

1. When we are in Christ we are to rightfully claim our inheritance and use our authority over the enemy.

2. Our authority is based on our position, not our feelings.

3. Some people may say that it is arrogant to take our authority.

4. I think it’s arrogant not to take our authority.  It was arrogance that gave up our authority originally.  It was believing the lie of the enemy when he said, “Do you really think God said these things?”

5. What Jesus has done is given us a second chance to live out our rightful design.  I think it’s arrogant not to live in the way God has designed for us to live.

6. Scripture tells us again and again that we are called to operate in his authority.

7. I think it’s a rebellion against God to not move in that.

iv. The fourth principle is that one of our key tasks is to get our wills lined up with the Father and on the basis of that alignment, exercise the authority that he’s given us.

1. Authority is not about me getting what I want.  It’s about participating in what God wants.

2. Remember the backdrop story:

a. Created good

b. Fall

c. Rescue

d. Restoration project

3. After being rescued, God wants me to take part in that restoration project by bringing people back into the fold of that original design.

4. That’s his purpose for me

5. He saves me from, but he saves me to…

a. He saves me from the darkness

b. He saves me to participate in the restoration and bringing his kingdom to the dark places of this world.

c. That is the role we were originally designed for - to have dominion and rule that was empowered by stewardship and service.

t. So if our wills are lined up with his, then we should assert ourselves in certain areas to see his kingdom come.

i. Let me give you a few examples from the experiences I have over the years.

ii. I believe he gives us authority to protect the things that God has given us charge over –to claim a blood covering of Jesus over the things that we are responsible for or in charge of in ministry.

iii. Also for our families.  I liken the concept to being a gatekeeper.

iv. I believe that there are spiritual gates all around us – gates of darkness that keep people out of the light and also keep us from advancing the kingdom of heaven – gates of God where he wants to release his blessing.

v. One of my roles is to open those gates of blessing over the things I’ve been given charge over, and to close the gates of the enemy –to say to the darkness “You’re not welcome here!”

1. When we first went to Mali one of first times we started to do evangelism with our Muslim neighbors was Christmas because one of the common things we agreed on was the virgin birth so it was a perfect place to start.  We would throw big parties an invite all our neighbors in hopes to show Jesus to them.  However, for two Christmases in a row, my wife became ill.  Being the loving husband that I am, I became really annoyed with her.  It’s funny how we become annoyed with people over things like getting sick as if they have some control over it.  I was frustrated because when she was sick, we were unable to do the gatherings in our home.  The second time she was sick and I was annoyed with her, the Holy Spirit spoke really clearly to me and said, “Chuck, you’re the spiritual authority in this family.  Is it possible that you’re allowing something in that is causing her to be sick?  Maybe you’re not shutting the door to block what the enemy wants to do to block the advancement of the kingdom.”  I was convicted.  So that next Christmas I began praying in that early December that no sickness would visit us and that the presence of God would be strong.  That year we had our biggest celebration.  We had over 80 people in our home.  We celebrated with food and were also able to share the story of Jesus in a very powerful way.  Though I don’t believe that every sickness is from darkness, I do believe that some sicknesses are from darkness.  I believe that I had let my guard down as spiritual gate keeper of my family.  When I took that guard back, we saw the opportunity to do ministry.  Now, I can’t prove that it was because I took back authority, but I could see that before I took my authority, darkness seemed to prevail.  After I took my authority, God’s purpose seemed to be released.

vi. I believe we have the authority to prevent things from happening.  I remember when I was in high school, my family and I were driving on a thruway down a long one-mile decent and because I lived in a cold climate, there was often black ice that you couldn’t see on the road.  We were coming home from church that night.  We came over a hill and I said to my dad, “It looks like there’s a lot going on down there at the bottom of the hill.”  As we got closer we could see that there were cars spinning out all over the place.  It seemed like the more my dad pushed on the breaks, the faster we went.  It was carnage.  There were cars all over the place.  Unfortunately, people had started to get out of their cars, putting them in a vulnerable place.  I’ll never forget, we were coming up on a family that had just gotten out of their car, and my mom put her hand out on the dashboard and said just said, “Jesus, help us!”  Miraculously, our car stopped.  I have no way of proving that that was the prayer that did it, but it was a declaration in that moment and we didn’t hit that car.  We were able to get out of the way of the rest of the action.  What’s interesting is that those people that had gotten out of that car happen to live across the street from us.  My parents had been thinking of ways that they could share Christ with them.  That became the open door to some very serious conversations about what God wanted to do in their lives.  They eventually came into vibrant relationship with Christ.  God used them.  They became leaders in their church. I saw this as my mom taking authority and making a declaration.  The result was fruit for the kingdom.

vii. One time in Mali we were doing open-air evangelism and a storm came.  When there’s a sudden storm in Africa, it scatters the crowds.  We began to pray and take authority against that storm.  We did not want that storm to interfere with what God was doing.  Suddenly, there was calm around us.  That night, there were healings and people came into vibrant relationship with God and others came into a deeper understanding of who he was. As we left from that time of ministry and went our separate ways, we found out that every area around where we were had been under torrential rain – some roofs were even blow off of houses.  The area where we had knelt down and taking authority, God chose to release his authority to allow that time to take place.  It wasn’t praying so that we could have a nice picnic.  We were praying so that the kingdom of God could take place there.

u. We can pray against situations that are taking place in our households.

i. I was teaching this at the local seminary that I teach at, and a man came up to me afterward and told me “My son has been having terrible dreams for the last year or two.  Every night he wakes up with blood-curdling screams.  Do you think it could be darkness?”  I said, “I don’t know.  It could be something emotionally happening to him, but it could be the darkness.”  He said, “Well what do I do?” I told him, “Go home, and when you’re son is asleep – so that you don’t auto-suggest something to him – anoint the top of his windows and door and pray against the powers of darkness.  Say that you are taking authority as the head of the household and that you’re pushing darkness away, and you’re not allowing it in.”  He took that as a simple instruction for declaration, and he went home and did it.  That night was the first night in over a year that his son had slept through the night.  This so affected him that he began operating in this authority and it began changing the nature of his ministry.  He came to realize that it wasn’t enough to just have the power of the Holy Spirit, he had to execute that power using the authority God had given him.  A few months later, I was teaching the same thing in Australia and I was talking about the importance of anointing with oil – the oil is really to ignite our faith because God doesn’t need the oil – the oil is good for our faith.  I ended up sharing the story about this student that anointed his son’s room.  Another man came up to me afterward and said, “We’ve been wondering if maybe something is coming against us as a family.  My son is two years old and he shows no signs of talking.  He’s very frustrated with communication.  Do you think it could be darkness?”  I said, “I don’t know if it’s darkness or something else that might be going on with your son, but you could try what this other student did.  Go home and anoint the room while your son is asleep, and you may even want to anoint him and pray for healing in his life.”  He went home and did that.  About a week later emailed me and said, “You’re not going to believe this, but from the moment we anointed his room and prayed over him, he has spoken new words every day, and by the end of the week, he was speaking in full sentences!”  I can’t prove that praying brought about the change in that circumstance, but I think of what Arch Bishop William Temple said: “In my life, when I don’t pray, I don’t see many things.  When I do pray, there seem to be a lot of coincidences that come about.”  There are examples of people taking their authority.

v. You may ask, “Is this working in Connecticut where you are?”

i. We’ve probably done 15 to 20 house cleansings in that last year based on people recognizing paranormal things that were happening in their homes.

ii. The most evident one was at the home of a couple said that when they would wake up, pictures in their home would be face down.  They felt that there was a whole darkness that was coming against their family.  So I went to their house and gave them a short version of this authority teaching, we went around the house anointing the doorposts and praying.  It was a fun night because the man started out very timid, but by the end had taken his authority and was standing at the front door yelling, “Darkness you are not welcome here!  This house will glorify Jesus!” That day put a complete halt on the paranormal activities that were happening.  There was a marked change.  Their lives began to change.  They began living in and experiencing God’s power.

w. I believe that God wants us to operate in our authority to bless those around us, to overcome our nature, to live in our design and to push darkness back.

i. He wants us to participate.  He’s the one who builds his church.  But we’re the ones who move out and push the gates of darkness back so that his light comes streaming in.

x. The important things about using our authority

i. To use it in humility towards others.

ii. Use it in submission to what God is saying

iii. And always use it to bring blessing into people’s lives, rather than being people who have their own position and authority.

y. One of the things that I’ve learned about authority is that it’s not something that can be given to you – of course I’m speaking on human terms here. 

i. We often get a fresh filling of the Holy Spirit as led by elders or the pastor of our church.  But what I’ve learned is, God is waiting for us to appropriate it ourselves.

ii. He wants us to recognize that he’s designed us, rescued us, and invited us into this process of taking authority not for our sake but for the sake of blessing this world.

iii. This world is groaning for the redemption of men.

iv. I don’t know about you, but when I move through this world, the brokenness is heavy.  I see it on people’s faces.  I see it in the results of their life.

v. I want to help reconcile them to Jesus and put authority back in their hands so they can have dominion and rule.

vi. I’m not saying that there will not be suffering.  Along with having a clear theology and understanding of power encounter, we have to have a clear theology of suffering.

vii. I love what Paul says when he says, “Want to know Christ” – that’s his purpose in life – “The power of his resurrection” – that’s his present risen-ness – “but also in the fellowship of sharing his sufferings.”

viii. Sometimes God will be most glorified in the world in how we suffer.

ix. But I don’t want to put myself in a place of suffering when its not God’s design.  When it’s just a pot shot of the enemy, I want to glorify Jesus by operating in my authority in those moments.

6. What are some good next steps?

a. I think it’s important to pursue some of these concepts through scripture.

b. I’ve written a book called, Authority Encounter, Embracing God’s Mission for You. 

i. In this book, I walk you through a more detailed Biblical model of how authority is released. I included more illustrations of how I’ve seen this work in the lives of pastors, students, and other people in ministry, and how God has empowered them to find victory in their lives.

c. I also want to recommend other authors to you

i. Carl Payne – Spiritual Warfare
1. It will give you more detailed perspective on this three fold idea of warfare

a. Flesh

b. World

c. Satan

ii. Clinton Arnold – Three Crucial Questions About Spiritual Warfare
1. He deals with spiritual warfare in the Bible

2. The whole concept of how much influence demons can have on the life of a Christian.

3. The whole issue of territorial spirits.

4. For those of you who are students of scripture, his commentary on Ephesians is excellent because it deals with how spiritual warfare played into Paul’s writings

d. Then I want to encourage you, as you learn from scripture and the experiences of others, to appropriate your own authority.

e. I found a tool that I mention in my book. It’s called the Lorica of St. Patrick. Lorica means, “body armor”

i. Patrick prayed this every day over his life.

ii. He has an amazing story of being rescued by God but then realizing that he was not rescued for his own safety, but to be sent back to the people who had him in slavery to be involved in God’s restoration project.

iii. He developed this declaration that he prayed over his life.

iv. A few years ago, my wife and I rewrote it to be in contemporary language so that it would be more understandable in a contemporary context.

v. For the last year and a half I’ve been praying this Lorica over situations that I have charge over in my ministry and relationships – praying the covering of Jesus so that people involved would be able to walk in the fullness of their original design.

vi. I’ve passed it on to my congregation and to my students and it’s become something that has empowered them in their walk.

vii. So before you even find these other sources to study the issue of spiritual warfare, get this Lorica and speak it over your own life. It goes like this: 

1. I arise today Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, Through a belief in the Threeness, Through confession of the Oneness  Of the Creator of creation.   I arise today  Through the strength of Christ's birth and His baptism,  Through the strength of His crucifixion and His burial,  Through the strength of His resurrection and His ascension, Through the strength of His descent for the judgment of doom.  I arise today Through the strength of the love of cherubim, In obedience of angels, In service of archangels, In the hope of resurrection to meet with reward, In the prayers of patriarchs,  In preachings of the apostles, In faiths of confessors, In innocence of virgins, In deeds of righteous men.   I arise today Through the strength of heaven;  Light of the sun, Splendor of fire, Speed of lightning, Swiftness of the wind, Depth of the sea,  Stability of the earth, Firmness of the rock.   I arise today Through God's strength to pilot me; God's might to uphold me,  God's wisdom to guide me,  God's eye to look before me,  God's ear to hear me,  God's word to speak for me,  God's hand to guard me,  God's way to lie before me,  God's shield to protect me,  God's hosts to save me  From snares of the devil,  From temptations of vices,  From every one who desires me ill,  Afar and anear,  Alone or in a mulitude. I summon today all these powers between me and evil, Against every cruel merciless power that opposes my body and soul,  Against incantations of false prophets, Against black laws of pagandom, Against false laws of heretics, Against craft of idolatry,  Against spells of women and smiths and wizards, Against every knowledge that corrupts man's body and soul.  Christ shield me today  Against poison, against burning,  Against drowning, against wounding, So that reward may come to me in abundance.  Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me, Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,  Christ on my right, Christ on my left,  Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down,  Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,  Christ in the mouth of every man who speaks of me,  Christ in the eye that sees me,  Christ in the ear that hears me.   I arise today Through a mighty strength, the invocation of the Trinity, Through a belief in the Threeness, Through a confession of the Oneness Of the Creator of creation.
viii. In saying this, I cant guarantee that there won’t be pain or suffering in your life, but I can guarantee this:  If you’ll put your life under the banner of Christ’s love and the blood covering of Jesus and the power of the Spirit, you can be confident that nothing comes your way except through the assignment of God for you to become an overcomer and to be part of this restoration process of this world that light would come shining back in.

