Witnessing for Christ in a Religiously Pluralistic World:
Confronting Cults and False Religions
Unit 1: Get Ready!
Welcome.  I’m Dr. Calvin Beisner.  I’m the founder and spokesperson for an organization called the Cornwall Alliance.  I’ll tell you more about that towards the end of this course when we deal with some of the religious aspects of the environmental movement.  I’m going to be speaking to you about witnessing for Christ in a religiously pluralistic world, and about confronting cults and new religions or false religions.  I’m not sure how many of you have had the interesting experience of starting to witness to someone and having them turn the tables on you and start witnessing to you.  When I was a freshman in high school, having been trained by some Campus Crusade for Christ staff members on how to do a basic gospel presentation using the four spiritual laws, I started to do that cold turkey - all by myself.  I walked up to a fellow at the lockers at school and started talking to him and he turned out to be a Jehovah’s Witness.  He started to witness to me.  He started challenging some traditional Christian beliefs and the first one he challenged was the doctrine of the Trinity.  I knew that I believed in the doctrine of the Trinity, but I found out real quickly that I didn’t know how to explain why.  I didn’t even know how to define it very well.  I didn’t do very well in that conversation.  I was determined to learn and to learn a lot.  
I went to a Christian book store that my sister worked in, and I found some books on Jehovah’s Witnesses and how to refute their teachings and how to properly present Biblical truths in response.  That kind of got me started.  From that time on I was reading books on Theological Apologetics, Biblical Interpretations, and Systematic Theology.  That led to the 8,000 books that now fill our home in Florida.  It also led to becoming a volunteer with the Christian Research Institute that was under the late Dr. Walter Martin who was probably, in his generation, the world’s foremost authority on the cults.  I had the privelage of getting trained by him in cult apologetics.  It was a tremendous time for me.  So I did that for a while and then eventually worked with an organization called CARIS (Christian Apologetics Research and Information Serivce.  I spent about seven years in the professional world of Cult Aplogetics.  That is where I got my learning of this - not in formal course work, but in the trenches. Working and doing Cult Aplogetics.  So this week, I’m going to take us through some of the cult movements as well as some of the foreign religions - the non-Christian religions.  I will not be looking at Islam.  It’s just too big to look at carefully in this amount of time.  We’ll look at Eastern Religions, Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and Christian Scientists - the more typical cults.  
I’d like us to start out by looking at how we can prepare ourselves.  I want you to think about what kind of person you need to be in order to share the gospel and to give a reason for your faith.  Peters tells us in 1 Peter, “Sanctify the Lord your Christ in your hearts, and be ready at all times to give an answer for the faith that lies within you.”  I was not ready that first time that I went out to share the gospel and I ran up against a pretty well-informed Jehovah’s witness.  It took a long time for me to get ready.  So let’s talk a little bit about what it is that makes us ready to do this. 
1. Self-preparation
a. Know Christ.
I’m not just talking about having faith in Christ, which is very important.  Without that, you do not have a faith to share.  I’m talking about knowing who he is and what he’s like and what the doctrines are that are taught about him.
i. Be able to distinguish the true Christ clearly from false Christs.
ii. 2 Corinthians 11:2-4: “I feel a divine jealousy for you, for I betrothed you to one husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ.  3 But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  4 For if someone comes and proclaims another Jesus than the one we proclaimed, or if you receive a different spirit from the one you received, or if you accept a different gospel from the one you accepted, you put up with it readily enough.”
He’s writing to the Corinthians and he’s saying that they do put up with it and that’s not a good thing.  He’s challenging our modern notion of tolerence. We think that everything is OK.  Everything is not OK.  It’s not ok to put up with another Jesus, another gospel, or another Holy Spirit.  How do you know if you’re putting up with them if you don’t know Christ?  We are going to be talking about some of the fundamentals of Christ and then contrasting them with some of the Cults and false religions.
b. Know the gospel.
i. Be able to distinguish the true gospel from false gospels.
ii. 2 Corinthians 11:4c: “… if you accept a different gospel from the one you accepted ….”
iii. Galatians 1:6-9: “I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel-  (He’s saying this to people that he himself converted in his ministry.  They are not totally ignorant, yet even they are turning from Christ.  That means that you and I are vulnerable.  We will not stay true to the Gospel by accident.  It will be because we are thinking about it and learning about it.)7 not that there is another one,(there’s really only one gospel about what Christ has done.)  but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ.  8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed.  (This is very strong language.  Paul didn’t take this lightly9 As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed.”  This should motivate us to make sure we’re preaching the right gospel, and to be sure we can recognize when someone else is not.
c. Know the Scriptures.
i. Learn to interpret them correctly and to demonstrate to others why your interpretation is correct but theirs is mistaken.
ii. 2 Timothy 2:15: “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.”
iii. Mark 12:24: “Jesus said to [the Sadducees who had argued against the resurrection of the body], "Is this not the reason you are wrong, because you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of God?”
The Sadducees didn’t believe in the power of God so they didn’t think that the resurrection was possible.  They were the empiricists of their day.  They also didn’t know the scriptures.  In fact that’s why they didn’t believe in the power of God.  If they knew the scriptures they would have seen the history of God’s miraculous power.  When people don’t know the truth, it’s because they don’t know the scriptures.
d. Know the person to whom you witness.
i. Know him personally.
We see again and again in EE someone coming to a true understanding of saving grace through the relationship and presentation of the gospel.  But I don’t think I’ve ever seen that with a person in a cult.  There needs to be a reeducation on how to reach those in the cults because we need to be able to show that person that we care about them, we aren’t antagonistic, we respect them, and we don’t think them to be a fool.
Testimony of a woman at my church:  Her testimony is about how she used to be a Jehovah’s Witness.  She was going door to door with her mother, and to her surprise they were invited inside for a cold drink by a Christian woman and ended up having a long very plesant conversation.  They didn’t argue.  It was very loving.  She had always been told that “the born agains hate us. The born again’s will always persecute us.”  Here she found out that this wasn’t true.  From there she was able to listen and eventually find the true Christ.  
1. Hear him out.
2. Show him the courtesy you want him to show you.
ii. Know his beliefs.
This means studying about what they believe either from their own literature, or from writing about their doctrines so that we can show them that we understand where they are coming from.
iii. Know his reasons for his beliefs.
We have to be able to explain why those reasons aren’t really adequate reasons.
e. Love the person to whom you witness. I have to admit that when I first talked with that Jehovah’s Witness at school, I was the type of guy that didn’t like losing an argument.  I don’t think I showed him much love.  I was combative.  I was interested in preserving my ego and my reputation.  I don’t think that was a good way to witness to him.  It took some humbling from the Lord to get out of that mode and into the mode of truly loving those to whom I spoke.  Part of that was coming to understand how much God loved me.  I hadn’t really grasped that until I had fallen on my face a good few times.
i. 2 Corinthians 5:14-20: “For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died;  15 and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised.  16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. (They are not just sparring partners - not just people with whom we should debate.) Even though we once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.  17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.  18 All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation;  19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.  20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.”  If God would do that for me, don’t I have an obligation to do the same for sinners like me?  We are ambassadors not for ourselves, not for anyone else, not for our ministries.  We are ambassadors for Christ.
1. The love of Christ constrains us.
2. Those who live might no longer live for themselves but for Him.
3. Regard no one according to the flesh.
4. Christ has given us the ministry of reconciliation.
5. We are ambassadors for Christ.
6. Implore the lost to be reconciled to God.
f. Be prepared to reason, persuade, argue—even in the face of opposition.
So often people say that we shouldn’t argue.  I think that because we’ve confused aguing with contention. We’ve confused arguing with yelling back and forth like those talking heads on the news interviews.  No one is listening to each other.  That’s not argument. Argument is getting the evidence out there and coming to a conclusion.
i. 1 Peter 3:15-16: “… in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, (which means that when we hear someone talking about Christ in a way that denigrates his glory, we should be troubled.  If we regard Christ as being holy then we should want to guard his holiness) always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you;  16 yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame.”  We should be prepared to make a defense.  The word “apologia” is used.  In those days if you were accused of a crime, you would be brought in for the criminal charges and there you would give you’re apologia, or your defense, refuting the charge.  So Peter is telling us, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, to always be prepared to give a defense so that if anyone asks us for a reason for the hope that is within us, we will have a reason.  The word reason is the word “logos” which is the same word used throughout scripture as “word”.  Really, the word rarely should be translated simply as “word” but rather as“account”, “argument”, or “reason”.  So we are to present this to others, and it is an inherently rational activity.  It is not just emtional, although love for the cultist is necessary, the activity of arguing with them should be a very rational thing.  We should be addressing the cultists mind and his reason.  We should be providing reasons for him to change his thinking.  We should do this with gentleness and respect.
1. Make a defense.
2. Give a reason.
3. Do it with gentleness and respect.
As we pray and seek the Lord, we can ask him to help us do this gently, with love, respect, and with reason, and he can help us do that.
4. Do it with a good conscience.
ii. 2 Timothy 2:23-26: “Have nothing to do with foolish, ignorant controversies; you know that they breed quarrels.  24 And the Lord's servant must not be quarrelsome but kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil,  25 correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth,  26 and they may escape from the snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.”
1. Don’t be quarrelsome. Don’t confuse quarreling with arguing.
2. Be kind.
3. Be able to teach—which entails that you must have studied and learned.
4. Patiently endure ill treatment.
5. Teach with gentleness.
6. Remember that conversion is God’s work, not yours; if He doesn’t grant someone repentance, that person will never repent.
7. Your aim is for the other person to escape the snare of the devil.
iii. 2 Corinthians 10:3-5: “though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the flesh.  (We have to remember this especially when we are witnessing to people who are involved in the cults and false religions.  They are not the enemy. They have the same enemy that we have.  So far he has kept them captive.  We need to see that spiritual enemy and we need to go to spiritual battle against that.) 4 For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine power to destroy strongholds.  5 We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey Christ.”
1. Don’t use fleshly, worldly tactics. Zechariah 4:6: "This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says the LORD of hosts.”
This happens with God is working in the mind of the cultist. His holy Spirit works through the scriptures as well.
2. Use divine power. But what is it?
a. First and foremost the Scriptures:
i. “And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.”
We need to bring the scriptures to bare.  We especially need to bring the word of the cross.
ii. Especially the gospel, the “word of the cross”: 1 Corinthians 1:18: “the word of the cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.”
b. Second, reasoning to “destroy arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God.”  In order to destroy arguments we have to have arguments to present.
3. The aim: To “take every thought captive to obey Christ.”  That begins with our thoughts, then the thoughts of others - to take them captive for Christ.
iv. Colossians 2:1-10: “I want you to know how great a struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and for all who have not seen me face to face,  2 that their hearts may be encouraged, being knit together in love, to reach all the riches of full assurance of understanding and the knowledge of God's mystery, which is Christ,  3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  4 I say this in order that no one may delude you with plausible arguments.  5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good order and the firmness of your faith in Christ.  6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him,  7 rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, abounding in thanksgiving.  8 See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.  9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily,  10 and you have been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and authority.”
1. “delude”: paralogizomai, “to mislead by fallacious reasoning,” to “fallacize,” to use logically fallacious arguments.  It was used in Greek philosophy - starting with Plato in talking about dealing with logic. Paul is saying that they are going to be faced with this, and they need to prepared so that they aren’t fooled by it.  They need to be able to set the person who is presenting these arguments free with the truth.
2. “plausible arguments”: pithanalogia: “probable arguments, as opposed to demonstration” This actually refers to emotionally compelling arguments.  So he’s saying we have two different kinds of arguments to watch out for. 1: the logical but fallacious argument.  2: the emotional but compelling argument.  We need to know how to handle both kinds and we need to be sure that we don’t fall into using either kind.  It can be a temptation to fall back on a false philosophy simply because it’s affective.
A woman was using an argument about the doctrine of the Trinity when talking with Jehovah’s witnesses that she found to be very affective.  The only problem was that it totally misrepresented the doctrine of the Trinity.
There is a very practical danger in doing that.  Once the person you’ve persuaded finds out that you used a fallacious argument, not only is there persuasion erased, they also will distrust you and they may distrust other Christians that try to argue doctrine with them.
3. So if you don’t already know it, you need to learn logic—formal and informal. This will enable you to
a. construct valid arguments for true beliefs, and
b. recognize invalid arguments for false beliefs.
4. Three study recommendations:
a. Beisner, 4-page online publication: “Summary of Major Concepts, Principles, and Functions of Logic,” at http://www.ecalvinbeisner.com/freearticles/Logicsummary.pdf
b. Norman L. Geisler and Ronald M. Brooks, Come, Let Us Reason: An Introduction to Logical Thinking (Baker, 1988)
c. H.W.B. Joseph, Introduction to Logic, 2nd ed. (Paper Tiger, [1916] 2000), available online in PDF; search by author and title.
5. Notice: the philosophy against which Paul warns is not all philosophy but philosophy “according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.” There is Christian philosophy, and we should learn it. Philosophy is just using mental skill to understand truths.
v. Acts 17:1-5: “Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews.  2 And Paul went in, as was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, (notice that his philosophies were from the scriptures and not from man) 3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ."  4 And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women.  5 But the Jews were jealous, (we know that only refers to some of them because there were Jews that were persuaded in the synagogue) and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd.”
1. Paul went where he knew he’d find people ready to listen: “a synagogue.” Go to Mormon stakes, Jehovah’s Witness Kingdom Halls, Muslim mosques, etc. Bob, a friend who later became my brother in law, used to go to Jehovah’s Witness Kingdom Halls.  We would sit and listen to the readings from the elders, and then participate in the question and answer time.  Most people were there to ask simple questions that the elders could knock out of the park, but Bob and I would ask much harder questions.  This meant that we were often there till midnight talking with the elders and different people.  It led to a number of people leaving - we may never know how many.  Perhaps other people left later.  It was exciting.  It was exciting for Paul and it can be exciting for us.
2. Paul reasoned with the Jews as was his custom: He was accustomed to reasoning.
3. He explained and proved. Note the difference.
4. Some were persuaded and joined.
5. Some were jealous, formed a mob, and attacked.
g. Witness—how?
i. Respectfully: For a long time I corresponded by mail with a Jehovah’s Witness named Keith Andreve.  One day he wrote me saying, “I am so conflicted over this issue of the Trinity, I have to come see you and talk to you.  Can I visit you?”  I knew that while working 70 hours a week at the time, I woulnd’t be able to devote much time to talking with him.  I told him he could use every resource in my study.  He came, and for a whole week, when I left in the morning he was in my study reading and when I came home, he was still reading.  At the end of that week, he came to me and said, “I know now that Jesus is God.  How do I become a Christian?” We prayed together and he accepted Christ.  That happened because I respected his ability to study without much assistance from me.  I didn’t belittle his intelligence.  He later went on to do language training in different countries and lead numerous people to Christ through his teaching.
ii. Cheerfully: colleague who said she didn’t mind talking about religion with me because she didn’t feel like I was trying to convert her.  I told her “Oh, but I am!” She said,“I know, but it doesn’t feel like it!” That was because our conversations had become very normal and natural.
iii. Firmly
iv. Factually: 1 Corinthians 15:3-8: “I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.”  That was a very factual account.  Our witness needs to be factual because it’s based on factual and historical accounts.  It is a common misconception that Science is based on facts, and religion is based on faith.  That is not true.  The Old Testament and New Testament are filled with historical eyewitness accounts of God redeeming his people.  We’re talking about truth!  Peter even goes on to tell us that the prophetic words in the Old Testament that were fulfilled in Christ are even MORE sure than the eyewitness accounts.
v. Logically: Hebrews 1:3-9: “He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,  4 having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.  5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, "You are my Son, today I have begotten you"? Or again, "I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son"?  6 And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, "Let all God's angels worship him."  7 Of the angels he says, "He makes his angels winds, and his ministers a flame of fire."  8 But of the Son he says, "Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom.  9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness beyond your companions."”
1. Paul’s double conclusion: Jesus Christ is not an angel but is God.
2. His arguments:
a. Christ is not an angel, for none to whom God ever said “You are my Son, today I have begotten you” or “I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son” was an angel, and God said those things to Christ. 
b. Christ is God because God Himself says so [and all that God says is true].  There’s Paul’s logical argument.
vi. Boldly: A friend of mine introduced me to a Mormon named Jerry Gill.  For 6 months the three of us would meet for dinner on Monday nights and we would talk till midnight.  This went on and on and it felt like I was getting nowhere.  I gave Jerry some really powerful arguments.  He just seemed satisfied with his beliefs and one night I got so frustrated I said, “If you really believe that you can measure up to God’ perfect standards on your own, you are the most prideful person I’ve ever met!” Then I turned to Romans 3 and read it personalized to him: “… we have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, including Jerry Gill, are under sin,  10 as it is written: "None is righteous, no, not even Jerry Gill;  11 Jerry Gill doesn’t understand; Jerry Gill doesn’t seek for God.  12 Jerry Gill has turned aside; Jerry Gill has become worthless; no one does good, not even Jerry Gill."  13 "Jerry Gill’s throat is an open grave; he uses his tongue to deceive." "The venom of asps is under Jerry Gill’s lips."  14 "Jerry Gill’s mouth is full of curses and bitterness."  15 "Jerry Gill’s feet are swift to shed blood;  16 in Jerry Gill’s paths are ruin and misery,  17 and the way of peace he has not known."  18 "There is no fear of God before Jerry Gill’s eyes."  19 Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to those who are under the law, so that Jerry Gill’s mouth may be stopped, and the Jerry Gill may be held accountable to God.  20 For by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, not even Jerry Gill, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.”  He stood up and said, “I’ve never been so insulted in all my life.”  He stormed out, and I thought I had blown it.  I tried to reach out to him again and again.  I called him over and over.  I felt awful.  I didn’t hear from him for at least 6 months.  Finally one day my friend ran into him and ended up bringing him over for dinner.  He had become a Christian!  When I asked him what happened, he said that he was so mad that night because he knew that I was right.  He knew that his heart was no better than anyone else’s and there was just nothing in the Mormon faith that answered those questions.  To this day he’s an apologist reaching out to other Mormons.  I don’t recommend that you start out with that bold of a confrontation.  This was after a long time of building a relationship.
vii. Courageously: There Kingdom Hall elder who threatened Bob Passantino and me to leave by holding up a shot gun.
viii. Patiently:  It often takes a long time to build relationships.  We need to be patient and never give up.
1. Walter Martin was speaking and opened up a question and answer time when a man named Bill Cetnar stood up and told him that he was working the reception desk while Walter was doing research at the Jehovah’s Witness archives years and years before.  Walter had witnessed to Bill and he had linked “Let all the angels of God worship him” in Hebrews and Luke 4:8: “You shall worship the Lord your God, and him only shall you serve.” Bill was haunted by that with no answer until a year prior to Walter’s speaking engagement.  Bill thanked Walter for challenging him.
2. Jerry Gill’s immediate versus long-term response.
Break
Now we aren’t going to focus so much on you, and your preparation for witnessing to those that are in cults, we’re going to look at some terminology and some basic doctrines that need to be our focus.  We don’t want to get stuck arguing over whether or not someone is allowed to drink coffee or if they wear a head covering to church.  We want to be sure we’re focused on the things that are truly important in terms of the saving of souls.
2. Defining our terms
a. Religion: technically there is no definition of religion - nothing that encompasses everything that each religion covers.  We can talk about religions - not a generic term but specific religions: Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Jainism, Secular Humanism (which is a religion), etc.
b. Cult
i. Merriam Webster:
1. Formal religious veneration: worship.
2. A system of religious beliefs and ritual; also, its body of adherents.
3. A religion regarded as unorthodox or spurious; also, its body of adherents.
4. Two others not relevant.- we’re not talking about things like an Elvis-loving cult.
ii. Oxford English Dictionary, American usage: a system of religious veneration and devotion directed toward a particular figure or object (“the cult of St. Olaf”):
1. A relatively small group of people having religious beliefs or practices regarded by others as strange or sinister: a network of Satan-worshiping cults.
2. A misplaced or excessive admiration for a particular person or thing: a cult of personality surrounding the leaders.
iii. Charles Braden: “… any religious group which differs significantly in some one or more respects as to belief and practice from those religious groups which are regarded as the normative expressions of religion in our total culture.” (These Also Believe [Macmillan, 1949], xii.)
iv. Walter R. Martin: Braden’s plus “gathered about a specific person or person’s misinterpretation of the Bible.” (Kingdom of the Cults [rev. ed., Bethany House, 1997], 17.)
v. Alan W. Gomes (Zondervan series publisher): “A cult of Christianity is a group of people, which, claiming to be Christian, embraces a particular doctrinal system taught by an individual leader, group of leaders, or organization, which (system) denies (either explicitly or implicitly) one or more of the central doctrines of the Christian faith as taught in the sixty-six books of the Bible.” (Unmasking the Cults [Zondervan, 1995], 7.)  
vi. Beisner’s definition for the purpose of this course:
1. Broadly speaking: “A cult is group of people that, while claiming adherence to one of the world’s major religions (Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, etc.), explicitly or implicitly rejects one or more of the beliefs (doctrines) that are essential to that religion’s definition.”
2. Narrowly speaking: “A cult of Christianity is a group of people that, while claiming adherence to Christian faith, explicitly or implicitly rejects one or more of the beliefs (doctrines) that are essential to the Christian faith’s definition.”
vii. Note that this definition is theological, not sociological or psychological.
1. Sociological and psychological definitions are relativistic—defining cults relative to social/cultural/psychological norms rather than Biblical truth.
2. “Sociological and psychological definitions are imprecise and subjective.” (Gomes, Unmasking the Cults, 13.)
3. Sociological and psychological definitions are often so broad, and are based on such worldly rather than Biblical principles, that they would include some or even all orthodox Christian churches.
3. What doctrines are “essential to the Christian faith’s definition”?
a. Generally speaking, for a full-orbed definition of the Christian faith one could simply say, “Everything the Bible teaches,” since part of the Christian faith is belief that the Bible is the Word of God.
b. For a more selective but still large-scale definition, one could point to a particular creed or confession, such as
i. The Apostle’s Creed
ii. The Nicene (or Niceno-Constantinopolitan) Creed
iii. The Symbol of Chalcedon
iv. The Athanasian Creed
v. The great creeds or confessions of the Protestant Reformation
1. The Augsburg Confession
2. The Formula of Concord
3. The 39 Articles of the Church of England
4. The Belgic Confession
5. The Heidelberg Catechism
6. The Westminster Confession
7. The London Baptist Confession
8. The Methodist Articles of Religion
9. Etc.
Although we can point to these creeds, we don’t want to become too fixated on someone coming to believe one creed over another.  When we are sharing the gospel with a Mormon, we’re not really trying to convert him to Presbyterianism.  We’re just trying to convert him to Christianity.
c. With that being said, among all the creeds and confessions, I consider the Westminster Confession and the Larger and Shorter Catechisms the best—most true to Scripture, most thorough, most clear. I’m going for things that are the same across the board.
d. But most of these creeds and confessions—including the Westminster—include many fine details that few even of their most passionate adherents would call “essential to the Christian faith’s definition.” For those essential doctrines, I offer the following in relation to God, man, sin, salvation, authority, and the church.
e. Two caveats:
i. These points treat with enormous brevity topics typically covered in three semesters of systematic theology at the seminary level. Detail, precision, and thorough proof are impossible in such brevity.
ii. I’m limiting the points to those that are particularly relevant to cult apologetics and witnessing.
f. God
i. God’s essence/definition: God is a triune spirit—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—infinite, eternal, and unchangeable in His wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth. (Adapted from Westminster Shorter Catechism, Qs. 4, 5, and 6.)
ii. God’s triunity: There is but one God; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are each God; and the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are distinct Persons. (Adapted from Benjamin Warfield, “Trinity,” International Standard Bible Encyclopedia.)  That’s really it.  It is actually quite simple.  God is different from us.  He is one of a kind.  There is no one like him.  It shouldn’t surprise us that there are going to be things that are very different from us.  It doesn’t have to be mysterious and overly religious.
g. Man
i. Genesis 1:26-28: “Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth."  27 So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them.  28 And God blessed them. And God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth."”
1. The essence of man:
a. man is the image of God,
b. male and female,
c. comprising
i. (according to the dichotomist view) body and soul (Genesis 2:7: “… the LORD God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature [nephesh, soul, living being, life, self, person].”), or
ii. (according to the trichotomist view) body, soul, and spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:23: “… may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless …”).
d. endowed with
i. cognition (intellect) (Colossians 3:10: “put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator.”),
ii. volition (moral will) (Ephesians 4:24: “put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness.”), and
iii. affection (misnamed emotion) (2 Peter 1:5-7: “For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge,  6 and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness,  7 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love.”),
e. and given dominion over the earth and everything in it.
2. The mission of man (relevant particularly to the unit of this course that will focus on environmentalism):
a. to be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth, and
b. to subdue the earth and have dominion over everything in it. This is how we act out our mission. 
h. Sin
Any religion is either about reconciling us to God or reconciling us to the fact that there is no God and there is no problem.
i. Definition: Sin is any lack of conformity to or transgression of the law of God. (1 John 3:4: “Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.”) In the Bible, this means God’s law.  that becomes very important when we get into the ways that many of the cults are very legalistic and put restrictions on people that God’ law doesn’t.
ii. Universality: Romans 3:23: “… all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
iii. Origin: Romans 5:12: “… sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned.” Referring to covenant theology. 
iv. Liability:
1. James 2:10: “… whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become accountable for all of it.”
2. Ephesians 5:6: “Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.”
3. Romans 6:23: “… the wages of sin is death ….”
4. Matthew 25:41: “Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.’”
i. Salvation
i. Ultimate goal: glory of God and His grace
1. Ephesians 1:4-6: “… he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love  5 he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,  6 to the praise of his glorious grace ….”  God intends to magnify himself through his GRACE.
2. Ephesians 2:4, 7: “… God … made us alive together with Christ … 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”
ii. Motivation:
1. Father’s love for the Son
a. Psalm 2:7-8: “I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, "You are my Son; today I have begotten you.  8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.”
b. Isaiah 53:10-12: “… it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand.  11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.  12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong ….”
c. John 6:37-40: “All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out.  38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me.  39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day.  40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day."”  
2. Father’s love for sinners:
a. John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”The pure, untainted, and perfect God loves us and gives his son for us!
b. Ephesians 2:4-5: “God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us,  5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ ….”
3. Son’s love for sinners:
a. Galatians 2:20: “… Christ … loved me and gave himself for me.”
b. 1 John 3:16: “By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us ….”
iii. Method:
1. God’s part:
a. Christ atones for our sin—bearing it in Himself, and suffering God’s punishment for it by Himself, as our substitute, thus paying our penalty in our stead, satisfying the justice of God, and redeeming us from sin, death, and hell.
i. Isaiah 53
ii. Hebrews 9:26-28: “… he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.  27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,  28 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.”
iii. 1 Peter 1:18-19: “… you were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold,  19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot.”
b. Christ reconciles us to God by His death.
i. Romans 5:10: “… while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we be saved by his life.”
ii. 2 Corinthians 5:18: “… God … through Christ reconciled us to himself ….”
iii. Colossians 1:21-22: “… you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds,  22 he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and above reproach before him ….”
c. God regenerates sinners, giving them the gifts of repentance and faith, by which they become beneficiaries of Christ’s saving work.
i. John 5:24: “… whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from death to life.” 
ii. 2 Timothy 2:25: “God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of the truth ….”
iii. John 3:3: "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God."
iv. 1 Peter 1:3: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead ….”
v. 1 Peter 1:23: “… you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God ….”
All of that is God’s part.
2. Man’s part:
a. Repent for sin: change the mind from love for sin to hatred for it, from complacency toward it to sorrow for it, and determine to abandon it.
i. Luke 13:3: “… unless you repent, you will … perish.”
ii. Acts 2:38: “Y’all repent for the remission of y’all’s sins ….” (My translation emphasizing second-person plural verb “repent” and pronoun “your”)
iii. Acts 3:19: “Repent therefore, and turn again, that your sins may be blotted out ….”
iv. Acts 17:30-31: “God … commands all people everywhere to repent,  31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”
b. Have faith in Christ: believe the gospel = trust Christ alone for forgiveness of sin, for righteous standing with God, for final salvation.
i. John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”
ii. Romans 3:20-28: “… by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin.  21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it—22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction:  23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,  24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,  25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins.  26 It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.  27 Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law of faith.  28 For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.”
iii. Ephesians 2:8-9: “… by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,  9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”
j. Spiritual Authority: Source of Truth
i. The inerrancy, infallibility, and authority of Scripture: “The Bible alone and the Bible in its entirety is the Word of God written and is therefore inerrant in the autographs.” (Doctrinal basis of the Evangelical Theological Society)
1. Psalm 19:7-11: “The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;  8 the precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes;  9 the fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; the rules of the LORD are true, and righteous altogether.  10 More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of the honeycomb.  11 Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.”
2. Acts 17:11: “… these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so.”
3. Isaiah 8:20: “To the teaching and to the testimony! If they will not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn.”
4. Deuteronomy 4:2: “You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you.”
5. 2 Timothy 3:14-17: “… continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it  15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.  16 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness,  17 that the man of God may be competent, equipped for every good work.”
ii. The sufficiency of Scripture: WCF 1:6: “The whole counsel of God, concerning all things necessary for His own glory, man's salvation, faith and life, is either expressly set down in Scripture, or by good and necessary consequence may be deduced from Scripture: unto which nothing at any time is to be added, whether by new revelations of the Spirit, or traditions of men. Nevertheless, we acknowledge the inward illumination of the Spirit of God to be necessary for the saving understanding of such things as are revealed in the word; and that there are some circumstances concerning the worship of God, and government of the Church, common to human actions and societies, which are to be ordered by the light of nature, and Christian prudence, according to the general rules of the word, which are always to be observed.”
1. 2 Timothy 3:16–17
4. Common (but not universal) theological characteristics of cults:
a. Getting God wrong: Denying the Trinity
i. Monarchianism (monos + arche)
1. Denying the Deity of Christ: Arianism/Unitarianism
a. Jehovah’s Witnesses
b. Unitarian Universalism
2. Denying the distinction of the Three Persons: Sabellianism/Modalism
a. Oneness Pentecostalism (United Pentecostal Church)
b. The Local Church of Witness Lee
ii. Denying the Unity of the Three Persons: Polytheism: Mormonism
b. Getting the gospel wrong
i. Denying the saving sufficiency of the work of Christ.
1. Limiting the atonement to certain sins, excluding others.
a. Mormonism: Brigham Young taught “blood atonement”: “It is true that the blood of the Son of God was shed for sins … yet men can commit sins which it can never remit.” “There is not a man or woman, who violates the covenants made with their God, that will not be required to pay the debt. The blood of Christ will never wipe that out, your own blood must atone for it.” (Journal of Discourses, 4:54; 3:247) 
2. Denying that Christ suffered as a substitute for sinners to satisfy God’s justice that required punishment for sin.
a. The governmental theory of the atonement: “Moral Government Theology” and “Open Theism”
b. The moral influence theory of the atonement: Charles Finney’s Systematic Theology
c. The complete denial of any atonement, teaching instead that Christ is simply a great example: Christian Science, Unitarianism
3. Denying the resurrection of Christ.
ii. Denying salvation by grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone.
c. Denying eternal punishment.
i. Universalism—Unitarian Universalism
ii. Annihilationism—Jehovah’s Witnesses - if someone isn’t saved, they just cease to exist.
d. Faulty grounds for faith (combines and refines several of Gomes’s because they’re closely related).
i. Reduction of the absolute authority of Scripture.
1. Affirming that Scripture contains errors—Mormonism; Jim Jones’s “People’s Temple”
2. Superseding it with newer “revelation”—Unification Church; Mormonism
3. Producing “in-house” versions mistranslated to suit their theology; Mormonism (Joseph Smith’s “Inspired Version” of the Bible); Jehovah’s Witnesses (New World Translation); Local Church of Witness Lee (Recovery Version)
4. Making leaders’ interpretations essential for understanding the Bible—Jehovah’s Witnesses; Local Church of Witness Lee
ii. Disregard for sound hermeneutical principles.
1. Lifting verses out of context
2. Interpreting passages subjectively
3. Applying Scripture to themselves and their movement contrary to its context
iii. Emphasis on experience over doctrine.
iv. Emphasis on direct revelations and visions from God.
v. Claims of miracles, signs, and wonders to verify their teaching.
vi. Denial of the priesthood of the believer.
vii. Compartmentalization of conflicting facts. “I can’t explain this, so I’ll just ignore it.”
e. Heavy emphasis on minor doctrines.
f. Fixation on the end times.
g. Redefinition of Biblical terminology.
h. Exclusivistic belief system.
i. Syncretism.
Question and Answer time:
Q: You emphasized how important it is to have patience.  There were times you had to be patient for months.  How do you develop that patience?
A: I suppose it helps that I’ve always been a person that doesn’t like to lose an argument.  If you haven’t won, there’s still work to do.  But on a more serious note, Paul says we are ambassadors for Christ.  When someone is rejecting what we are saying, it’s important to remember that they are not rejecting you, but rejecting the gospel.  In fact, it’s important to remember that Christ is the rock of offense.  He is the stone that the builders rejected.  I need to not take offense.  I need to realize how consequential it is that they are rejecting the truth.  It has to do with their salvation and the honor of Christ.  That should motivate me to keep going.  Watch for the times when God opens the door for extended relationship and conversation.
Q: What about the churches that put an emphases on works.  Would you consider them to be cults?
A:  The important point here is to distinguish between what the man at the pulpit is saying and what the doctrinal statements of that church are.  We are always dealing with individuals.  There probably are churches that because they mix faith and works, could fit the descriptions of a cult.  But it’s important not to generalize.  There are plenty of people in cults that have no idea what their doctrines actually teach.  In fact, you may find Baptists, and Presbyterians that are just as confused as a Mormon or a Jehovah’s Witness.  That’s why I think Dr. Kennedy was so brilliant to come up with those two diagnostic questions used in EE.  Just recently I used them while witnessing to a pest-control guy that came to work in our house.  His answers were all works and righteousness based.  Sure enough, he was a Seventh Day Adventist.  I know that is not the official teaching anymore, so I was able to bring him into the scriptures a bit.  We have to speak to people as individuals.
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