Witnessing for Christ in a Religiously Pluralistic World:
Confronting Cults and False Religions
Unit 7: Psychic Phenomena, Magic, the Paranormal, and Occult Powers
Important to talk about about because there is a lot of interest in them today in American.   Also, they are very common on the mission field.  We need to understand what this aspect of warfare is about. We need to remember that we have a liberating message for those involved.
1. Introduction
a. 1 Thessalonians 5:21  test everything; hold fast what is good
b. Proverbs 18:13  He who answers a matter before he hears it, It is folly and shame to him.
tuck those in mind as we go through
2. Definitions- we need careful definitions
a. Psychic
i. Merriam-Webster: (2) “lying outside the sphere of physical science or knowledge: immaterial, moral, or spiritual in origin or force”; “sensitive to nonphysical or supernatural forces and influences”; (3) “marked by extraordinary or mysterious sensitivity, perception, or understanding”
ii. Oxford English Dictionary, America usage: adj.: (1) “relating to or denoting faculties or phenomena that are apparently inexplicable by natural laws, especially involving telepathy or clairvoyance”; “(talking about a person) appearing or considered to have powers of telepathy or clairvoyance”; (2) “of or relating to the soul or mind”; n.: “a person considered or claiming to have psychic powers; a medium”
b. Magic
i. Merriam-Webster: (1a) “the use of means (as charms or spells) believed to have supernatural power over natural forces”; (1b) “magic rites or incantations”; (2a) “an extraordinary power or influence seemingly from a supernatural source”; (2b) “something that seems to cast a spell: enchantment”; (3) “the art of producing illusions by sleight of hand”
ii. Oxford: n.: “the power of apparently influencing the course of events by using mysterious or supernatural forces”; a.: “used in magic or working by magic; having or apparently having supernatural powers” all of these refer to the supernatural
c. Paranormal
i. Merriam-Webster: “not scientifically explainable: supernatural”
ii. Oxford: a.: “denoting events or phenomena such as telekinesis or clairvoyance that are beyond the scope of normal scientific understanding”
d. Occult
i. Merriam-Webster: adj.: (1) “not revealed: secret”; (2) not easily apprehended or understood: abstruse, mysterious; (3) hidden from view: concealed; (4) of or relating to the occult; (5) not manifest or detectable by clinical methods alone <occult carcinoma>; also: not present in macroscopic amounts <occult blood in a stool>; n.: (1) “matters regarded as involving the action or influence of supernatural or supernormal powers or some secret knowledge of them
ii. Oxford: n.: “supernatural, mystical, or magical beliefs, practices, or phenomena”; adj.: “of, involving, or relating to supernatural, mystical, or magical powers or phenomena”; “beyond the range of ordinary knowledge or experience; mysterious”; “communicated only to the initiated; esoteric”; v.: “cut off from view by interposing something”. take note of that.
e. Miracle
i. Merriam-Webster: n.: (1) “an extraordinary event manifesting divine intervention I human affairs”
ii. Oxford: n.: “a surprising and welcome event that is not explicable by natural or scientific laws and is therefore considered to be the work of a divine agency” 
iii. Concise Encyclopedia: “Extraordinary event attributed to a supernatural power. Belief in miracles exists in all cultures and nearly all religions.” again, supernatural
3. How widespread is belief in—or practice of—psychic phenomena, magic, the paranormal, or occult powers?
a. American population at large:
i. “About [2/3] of American adults claim to have had a psychic experience such as extrasensory perception.” 
ii. “A 1993 Gallup poll indicated that about 43 percent of teens believe in extrasensory perception.”
iii. “About [1/5] of American adults believe in clairvoyance (the “seeing” of physical objects “at a distance”).
iv. “[About 1/4] of American adults believe in precognition, that is, the psychic ability to predict the future.”
v. “One out of three American adults believes that fortune tellers can actually foresee the future.”
vi. “”One in four American adults believes that people’s horoscopes ‘can affect the course of their future’.”
b. Christian experts:
i. Kurt Koch, Between Christ and Satan, provides many “case studies of those who claim to have experienced psychic power and/or phenomena such as telepathy, palmistry, magic spells, and spiritualism.”
ii. Tal Brooke, of The Spiritual Counterfeits Project, in Lord of the Air: Tales of a Modern Antichrist, reports that he “witnessed Indian guru and so-called miracle worker Sathya Sai Baba perform ‘the kind of gargantuan miracle that would have caused pandemonium in the major scientific institutions of the Western Hemisphere.”
iii. Dave Hunt, in Peace, Prosperity, and the Coming Holocaust: “Satan seeks to initiate humans into the force religion and to channel psychic power through them, persuading them that it is actually some power from within their own minds.”
iv. Gary North in Unholy Spirits: Occultism and New Age Humanism: “The testimony of the Bible is that occult phenomena are real.”
v. Neil T. Anderson, in The Bondage Breaker: “I have no question that it [New Age and occultic practices] works [sic]. … Spiritual phenomena and occultic practices are as old as biblical history.”
vi. Merrill F. Unger, in Demons in the World Today: “Though Scripture condemns magic, it clearly recognizes the reality of its power.”
vii. Edward N. Gross, in Miracles, Demons, and Spiritual Warfare: An Urgent Call for Discernment: “The Bible and experience confirm that Satan works miracles.”
c. Scientific experts:
i. Sheila Ostrander reports in Psychic Discoveries Behind the Iron Curtain that “… top-calibre Soviet scientists have already made significant breakthroughs in psychic research.”
ii. “Parapsychologist Richard S. Broughton reports on the success of precognitive dream experiments, automated ESP experiments using random-number generators, and experimental attempts to influence the fall of dice.”
4. What does the Bible say about psychic phenomena, magic, the paranormal, and occult powers? [Note: We’re going to be using a lot of Scripture now for a while. It’s important that we have not just experiential but Biblical basis for our understanding of these things.]
a. Deuteronomy 18:10–11, 14  There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer,  11 …  14 "For these nations which you will dispossess listened to soothsayers and diviners; but as for you, the LORD your God has not appointed such for you.”
b. Genesis 41: Pharaoh’s wise men summoned to interpret his dream
c. Isaiah 47:13: You are wearied in the multitude of your counsels; Let now the astrologers, the stargazers, And the monthly prognosticators Stand up and save you From what shall come upon you.
i. Astrologers (habar shamayim)
ii. Stargazer (chaza)
d. Daniel 1:20  “… in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which the king examined them [Daniel and his companions], he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers who were in all his realm.”
i. Magicians (hartummim)
ii. Enchanters (ashshap)
e. Daniel 2:2  the king gave the command to call the magicians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans to tell the king his dreams.
i. Astrologers (kasdim)
f. Exodus 7:8 - 8:7  Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,  9 "When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, 'Show a miracle for yourselves,' then you shall say to Aaron, 'Take your rod and cast it before Pharaoh, and let it become a serpent.' "  10 So Moses and Aaron went in to Pharaoh, and they did so, just as the LORD commanded. And Aaron cast down his rod before Pharaoh and before his servants, and it became a serpent.  11 But Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorcerers; so the magicians of Egypt, they also did in like manner with their enchantments.  12 For every man threw down his rod, and they became serpents. …  13 And Pharaoh's heart grew hard, and he did not heed them, as the LORD had said. …  19 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, "Say to Aaron, 'Take your rod and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their streams, over their rivers, over their ponds, and over all their pools of water, that they may become blood. And there shall be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in buckets of wood and pitchers of stone.' "  20 And Moses and Aaron did so, just as the LORD commanded. So he lifted up the rod and struck the waters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants. And all the waters that were in the river were turned to blood. …  22 Then the magicians of Egypt did so with their enchantments; and Pharaoh's heart grew hard. …  25 And seven days passed after the LORD had struck the river.  NKJ Exodus 8: … 5 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, "Say to Aaron, 'Stretch out your hand with your rod over the streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to come up on the land of Egypt.' "  6 So Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of Egypt, and the frogs came up and covered the land of Egypt.  7 And the magicians did so with their enchantments, and brought up frogs on the land of Egypt.
g. Numbers 22:5-6  Then he sent messengers to Balaam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is near the River in the land of the sons of his people, to call him, saying: "Look, a people has come from Egypt. See, they cover the face of the earth, and are settling next to me!  6 "Therefore please come at once, curse this people for me, for they are too mighty for me. Perhaps I shall be able to defeat them and drive them out of the land, for I know that he whom you bless is blessed, and he whom you curse is cursed."
h. Deuteronomy 13:1-5  "If there arises among you a prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a wonder,  2 "and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods' -- which you have not known -- 'and let us serve them,'  3 "you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the LORD your God is testing you to know whether you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.  4 "You shall walk after the LORD your God and fear Him, and keep His commandments and obey His voice, and you shall serve Him and hold fast to Him.  5 "But that prophet or that dreamer of dreams shall be put to death, because he has spoken in order to turn you away from the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house of bondage, to entice you from the way in which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So you shall put away the evil from your midst.
i. 1 Samuel 28:7-12   Then Saul said to his servants, "Find me a woman who is a medium, that I may go to her and inquire of her." And his servants said to him, "In fact, there is a woman who is a medium at En Dor."  8 So Saul disguised himself and put on other clothes, and he went, and two men with him; and they came to the woman by night. And he said, "Please conduct a seance for me, and bring up for me the one I shall name to you."  9 Then the woman said to him, "Look, you know what Saul has done, how he has cut off the mediums and the spiritists from the land. Why then do you lay a snare for my life, to cause me to die?"  10 And Saul swore to her by the LORD, saying, "As the LORD lives, no punishment shall come upon you for this thing."  11 Then the woman said, "Whom shall I bring up for you?" And he said, "Bring up Samuel for me."  12 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice. And the woman spoke to Saul, saying, "Why have you deceived me? For you are Saul!"
j. Acts 8:9-11  But there was a certain man called Simon, who previously practiced sorcery in the city and astonished the people of Samaria, claiming that he was someone great,  10 to whom they all gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, "This man is the great power of God."  11 And they heeded him because he had astonished them with his sorceries for a long time.
k. Acts 13:6-8  Now when they had gone through the island to Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a false prophet, a Jew whose name was Bar-Jesus,  7 who was with the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This man called for Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the word of God.  8 But Elymas the sorcerer (for so his name is translated) withstood them, seeking to turn the proconsul away from the faith.
l. Acts 16:16  Now it happened, as we went to prayer, that a certain slave girl possessed with a spirit of divination met us, who brought her masters much profit by fortune-telling.
m. Galatians 5:20: The “works of the flesh” include “sorcery.”
n. Revelation 13:1-3  I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and on his horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name.  2 Now the beast which I saw was like a leopard, his feet were like the feet of a bear, and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon gave him his power, his throne, and great authority.  3 And I saw one of his heads as if it had been mortally wounded, and his deadly wound was healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast.
o. Revelation 17:8  The beast that you saw was, and is not, and will ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to perdition. And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world, when they see the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.
p. The verdict from Scripture: psychic phenomena, magic, the paranormal, occult powers, and miracles are real, and they can be performed—by God, and by men empowered by Satan or demons.
5. What is the purpose of miracles?
a. 1 Kings 18:31-39  And Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the LORD had come, saying, "Israel shall be your name."  32 Then with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD; and he made a trench around the altar large enough to hold two seahs of seed.  33 And he put the wood in order, cut the bull in pieces, and laid it on the wood, and said, "Fill four waterpots with water, and pour it on the burnt sacrifice and on the wood."  34 Then he said, "Do it a second time," and they did it a second time; and he said, "Do it a third time," and they did it a third time.  35 So the water ran all around the altar; and he also filled the trench with water.  36 And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near and said, "LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I have done all these things at Your word.  37 "Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that You are the LORD God, and that You have turned their hearts back to You again."  38 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood and the stones and the dust, and it licked up the water that was in the trench.  39 Now when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces; and they said, "The LORD, He is God! The LORD, He is God!"
b. Acts 5:12-14  And through the hands of the apostles many signs and wonders were done among the people. And they were all with one accord in Solomon's Porch.  13 Yet none of the rest dared join them, but the people esteemed them highly.  14 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of both men and women ….
c. Exodus 4:1-5  Then Moses answered and said, "But suppose they will not believe me or listen to my voice; suppose they say, 'The LORD has not appeared to you.' "  2 So the LORD said to him, "What is that in your hand?" He said, "A rod."  3 And He said, "Cast it on the ground." So he cast it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and Moses fled from it.  4 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Reach out your hand and take it by the tail" (and he reached out his hand and caught it, and it became a rod in his hand),  5 "that they may believe that the LORD God of their fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you."
d. John 14:8-11  Philip said to Him, "Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us."  9 Jesus said to him, "Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, 'Show us the Father'?  10 "Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works.  11 "Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.
e. Hebrews 2:2-4  if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward,  3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,  4 God also bearing witness both with signs and wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?
6. Ooops! There’s a problem here. If miracles—supernatural events (which would include psychic phenomena, magic, the paranormal, and occult powers)—occur to confirm God’s message and accredit God’s messenger, then what about all those miracles done by the Egyptian and Canaanite and Babylonian magicians, soothsayers, astrologers, etc.? Wouldn’t their deeds confirm their messages and accredit them as messengers of God? Maybe it’s time to look afresh at all those passages!
7. A fresh look at what the Bible says about psychic phenomena, the paranormal, magic, and occult powers. 
a. Deuteronomy 18:10–11, 14: “Word definitions, context, and God’s responses show that these practices were only superstitions with no power, used by those who were deceivers (false prophets) and that they were prohibited because they led to idolatry.” (Kole & Holley, 28) 
i. One who practices divination (qesem) (also mentioned in Ezekiel 21:21–22; 2 Kings 1:2; 1 Samuel 6:2–3; Jeremiah 14:14; Isaiah 44:25; Jeremiah 27:9; Ezekiel 13:1–10): Nothing in any of these passages indicates that those who practiced divination could actually foretell the future; the passages simply affirm that people who claimed to do so lived and practiced their art—and that it leads to idolatry, the worship of false gods.
1. Jeremiah 14:14: And the LORD said to me: "The prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I did not send them, nor did I command them or speak to them. They are prophesying to you a lying vision, worthless divination, and the deceit of their own minds.”  It’s fraud.  There is nothing supernatural about what they’re doing.
2. Isaiah 44:24-28:  Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, who formed you from the womb: "I am the LORD, who made all things, who alone stretched out the heavens, who spread out the earth by myself,  25 who frustrates the signs of liars and makes fools of diviners, who turns wise men back and makes their knowledge foolish,  26 who confirms the word of his servant and fulfills the counsel of his messengers, who says of Jerusalem, 'She shall be inhabited,' and of the cities of Judah, 'They shall be built, and I will raise up their ruins';  27 who says to the deep, 'Be dry; I will dry up your rivers';  28 who says of Cyrus, 'He is my shepherd, and he shall fulfill all my purpose'; saying of Jerusalem, 'She shall be built,' and of the temple, 'Your foundation shall be laid.'"
ii. One who practices sorcery (nachash) (also mentioned in 2 Kings 17:16–17; 21:4–6): by etymology, suspected to be snake charming—and it led to idolatry.
iii. One who interprets omens (anan) (cf. 2 Kings 21:1–9; Isaiah 2:6; 57:3–13; Jeremiah 27:9–10; Micah 5:12): likely denotes someone who interprets cloud patterns—and leads to idolatry.
1. Isaiah 57:13  When you cry out, let your collection of idols deliver you! The wind will carry them off, a breath will take them away. But he who takes refuge in me shall possess the land and shall inherit my holy mountain.
2. Jeremiah 27:9-10  So do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your dreamers, your fortune-tellers, or your sorcerers, who are saying to you, 'You shall not serve the king of Babylon.'  10 For it is a lie that they are prophesying to you, with the result that you will be removed far from your land, and I will drive you out, and you will perish.
iv. One who engages in witchcraft (kashaph) (cf. Exodus 7:11; Daniel 2:2; Isaiah 47:9, 12): interchangeable with nachash, sorcery—and leads to idolatry.
1. Isaiah 47:8-14  Now therefore hear this, you lover of pleasures, who sit securely, who say in your heart, "I am, and there is no one besides me; I shall not sit as a widow or know the loss of children":  9 These two things shall come to you in a moment, in one day; the loss of children and widowhood shall come upon you in full measure, in spite of your many sorceries and the great power of your enchantments.  10 You felt secure in your wickedness, you said, "No one sees me"; your wisdom and your knowledge led you astray, and you said in your heart, "I am, and there is no one besides me."  11 But evil shall come upon you, which you will not know how to charm away; disaster shall fall upon you, for which you will not be able to atone; and ruin shall come upon you suddenly, of which you know nothing.  12 Stand fast in your enchantments and your many sorceries, with which you have labored from your youth; perhaps you may be able to succeed; perhaps you may inspire terror.  (dripping with irony and sarcasm)13 You are wearied with your many counsels; let them stand forth and save you, those who divide the heavens, who gaze at the stars, who at the new moons make known what shall come upon you.  14 Behold, they are like stubble; the fire consumes them; they cannot deliver themselves from the power of the flame. No coal for warming oneself is this, no fire to sit before!
v. One who casts spells (chabar cheber) (cf. Isaiah 47:9, 12; Numbers 23:7–8; 1 Kings 22:13–14; Acts 19:13–16): spells, enchantments, charms, akin to heathen curses and blessings, which have no power—and lead to idolatry.
vi. A medium (‘ob) (cf. Isaiah 8:19; 29:4): one who inquires or consults (presumably spirits—caveat, though AV translates “a familiar spirit,” no word in the verse corresponds with “familiar,” which was derived from English and Scottish superstitions of the period), perhaps instead a revenant, a ghost of the deceased—and leads to idolatry.
1. Isaiah 8:19-20  And when they say to you, "Inquire of the mediums and the necromancers who chirp and mutter," should not a people inquire of their God? Should they inquire of the dead on behalf of the living?  20 To the teaching and to the testimony! If they will not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn.
vii. A spiritist (yiddeoni) (cf. Isaiah 8:19; 19:3–4): a “knowing one,” whether the practitioner or the entity the practitioner supposedly contacts—and leads to idolatry.
viii. Why does God prohibit all these practices? Because they actually exercise supernatural powers and thus can harm His people that way? No, but because, though they are totally fraudulent, they lead people into idolatry—into worshiping false gods, lower spirits rather than Yahweh.
b. Genesis 41: Pharaoh’s wise men and magicians couldn’t interpret his dream; but Joseph told him God could and would give the interpretation through him—and He did.
c. Isaiah 47:13: God ridiculed the astrologers and stargazers as powerless and “each of them goes on in his error.”
d. Daniel 1:20: Nebuchadnezzar found Daniel and his companions 10 times wiser than his magicians and enchanters. This attributes no supernatural knowledge to the magicians and enchanters but rather shows them as defeated and ridiculous frauds.
e. Daniel 2:2: The magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, and Chaldeans (probably astrologers) couldn’t tell Nebuchadnezzar his dreams, but Daniel and his companions could.
f. Exodus 7:8 - 8:7: Pharaoh’s magicians could do tricks, but “The magicians are utterly baffled when there is no warning given, and therefore no opportunity for prearranged sleight of hand. And this surely favours the opinion that they had not hitherto succeeded by supernatural assistance, for there is no such evident reason why infernal aid should cease at this exact point.” (C. Cook, Exodus, in The Bible Commentary.)
g. Numbers 22:5-6: The only power in a curse not done by God Himself, pronounced through His prophets, is the power of suggestion—the placebo effect.
h. Deuteronomy 13:1-5: general predictions, educated guesses, might be fulfilled, but that didn’t prove them supernatural.
i. 1 Samuel 28:7-12: It’s probable that the woman was a fraud but that God—to her utter surprise and horror—did produce Samuel, who then rebuked Saul for having sought him out. Nothing here suggests that the woman herself had the power to summon his spirit effectually.
j. Acts 8:9-11: Simon’s powers were those of an illusionist, a trickster, and he was awed by the real powers exercised by God through Peter.
k. Acts 13:6-8: Elymas was “full of all kinds of deceit and trickery,” according to Paul—i.e., he was a fraud, not a real miracle worker.
l. Acts 16:16: The demon-possessed girl purported to predict the future, but the text doesn’t entail that she successfully did so. Read Kole & Holley, 36–39.
m. Galatians 5:20: “sorcery” may be attempted, but success isn’t inherent in the word.
n. Revelation 13:1-3; 17:8: Revelation is apocalyptic and highly symbolic; it’s highly unlikely that this denotes an individual person who dies and comes back to life (by any means, let alone by his own power); probably it depicts Roman imperial power, which was interrupted and threatened by the untimely death of one emperor but restored by his successor. 
8. Can Satan, demons, or people (not acting as God’s appointed prophets or apostles) perform supernatural acts?
a. Psalm 136:3-4  Give thanks to the Lord of lords … who alone does great wonders
b. Exodus 15:11  Who is like you, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like you, majestic in holiness, awesome in glorious deeds, doing wonders?
c. Psalm 72:18  Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.
d. Psalm 77:13-14  Your way, O God, is holy. What god is great like our God?  14 You are the God who works wonders; you have made known your might among the peoples.
e. John 3:1-2  Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews.  2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him." 
9. Miracles—supernatural acts (psychic phenomena, magic, the paranormal, and occult powers)—are useless to validate God’s prophets and particularly God’s Messiah if they can be done by those who aren’t God’s prophets or the Messiah.
a. The reasoning people God intends people to do is this:
i. All who can do supernatural acts are God’s prophets.
ii. This man is one who can do supernatural acts.
iii. Therefore this man is one of God’s prophets.
b. But  if others than God’s prophets can do supernatural acts, the reasoning would be invalid:
i. Some who can do supernatural acts are God’s prophets.
ii. This man is one who can do supernatural acts.
iii. Therefore this man is one of God’s prophets.
c. That argument is invalid because its “middle term” (those who can do supernatural acts) is “undistributed” (refers only to some, not all, who can do supernatural acts) in both premises.  God gives a valid argument for how to identify those who are his prophets.
10. Then what is going on in alleged cases of miracles— psychic phenomena, magic, the paranormal, and occult powers—done by those who aren’t God’s prophets?
a. Andre Kole (stage name of Robert Gurtler Jr., b. 1936), one of the world’s top master illusionists and a public speaker for Cru (formerly Campus Crusade for Christ) and co-author Terry Holley, long-time director of research for Kole, argues that not a single alleged instance of psychic phenomena, magic, the paranormal, or occult powers has stood the test of careful examination to rule out sophisticated illusionists’ acts.
b. Kole applies “Occam’s razor” (the “principle of parsimony” in explaining events: the simplest explanation that accounts for all the facts is to be preferred). When natural explanations can account for all the facts, there is no need to assert supernatural ones.
c. Kole long ago announced that he would award $25,000 to anyone who could perform a truly paranormal—supernatural—act in his presence, “in a controlled atmosphere from which the use of any psychological effects, trickery, or deception has been eliminated,” especially (but not limited to) levitation or walking on water (those chosen because they were “performed” by Christ—Matthew 14:25; Luke 24:51; Acts 1:9–11); by 2003 the unclaimed prize had risen to $1 million (http://jamaica-gleaner.com/gleaner/20031202/mind/mind1.html; see text appended to this outline).
11. So why do people believe in psychic phenomena?
a. They may be deceived by sophisticated illusionists and tricksters.
b. They may deceive themselves.
c. They may exaggerate observations for a variety of reasons.
d. The alleged act might fit their worldview—but as apologist Bob Passantino (my late brother-in-law) says, “Just because something is possible doesn’t mean that it is true ….”
e. They may uncritically accept what they’re told.
f. They may place too much faith in “experts.”
g. They may think “seeing is believing”—the very assumption on which every illusionist depends!
h. They may draw valid conclusions from faulty evidence.
i. They may draw invalid conclusions from genuine evidence.
j. They may base their beliefs solely on personal experience.
k. Superstition.
12. Kole’s principles for evaluating psychic/paranormal claims:
a. Authority of Scripture: Scripture teaches that supernatural acts are done only by God in order to validate His prophets (preeminently Christ) and their messages. No one else—not human beings, not demons—can do supernatural acts. All claims otherwise are therefore contrary to Scripture.
b. Exercise sound judgment and discernment:
i. Proverbs 3:21: “My son, preserve sound judgment and discernment, do not let them out of your sight.”
ii. Proverbs 18:17: “The first to present his case seems right, till another comes forward and questions him.”
iii. Zechariah 8:16: “Speak the truth to each other.”
iv. Ephesians 4:14: “… no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.”
v. 1 Timothy 4:7: “Have nothing to do with godless myths and old wives’ tales.”
c. Recognize that the burden of proof always falls on the one claiming a supernatural act, not on the one challenging it.
i. Extraordinary claims require extraordinary proofs—not in quantity but in quality of evidence.
ii. Kole: “It is the responsibility of the one who believes in the reality of the phenomena to prove what they are proposing and not the responsibility of the one questioning the phenomena to disprove it.”
d. Give due consideration to scientific explanations.
i. Physicist Al Seckel: “Before you bring in unknown forces, you naturally have to eliminate known forces. So of course, you know what the four known forces are, don’t you?” [Do you, my listener?]
ii. Kole: “Seckel’s point is that the majority of individuals do not know that all known physical interactions of matter occur through the agency of four fundamental forces: gravitation, electromagnetism, the strong nuclear force, and the weak nuclear force, let alone can they explain why so-called psychic phenomena cannot be explained by one of these forces.”
iii. Kole: “Today’s modern technology and scientific knowledge would most likely have been considered paranormal or miraculous a few centuries ago.”
e. Be on guard against—and learn to detect—deception.
i. Parapsychologists of all people need to master this skill—but few of them have ever sought to. (Mention 2012 movie Red Lights,  Spanish-American thriller film, written and directed by Rodrigo Cortés, and starring Cillian Murphy, Sigourney Weaver, Robert De Niro—and comment on its ending.)
ii. Methods of deception:
1. Objective illusions: through external prompting of the senses.
2. Suggestion.
3. Playing on “fixed mental habits.” you know what someone is going to expect, and do the opposite
4. Inducing passivity and uncritical attention (inattention).  Getting someone to pay attention to the wrong thing.
5. Raising vivid expectations.
13. Why is all this important to the personal (or mass!) evangelist?
a. Because belief in the paranormal is widespread and often used as a rationale to doubt the uniqueness of Jesus and hence the truth of the gospel.
b. Because sincere church leaders who believe in psychic phenomena can cause needless fears among their flocks.
c. Because fraudulent church leaders can use alleged psychic phenomena to exploit deceived followers—something especially common in low-educated communities and communities rife with superstition. For example: Faith healers. 
d. Because the personal evangelist who understands all this can be greatly used of God to set people from fear and bondage.  There are lots of people who have fears that are brought on by fraud.
e. 2 Peter 1:16-19  For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of his majesty.  17 For when he received honor and glory from God the Father, and the voice was borne to him by the Majestic Glory, "This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased,"  18 we ourselves heard this very voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain.  19 And we have something more sure, the prophetic word, to which you will do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts ….
We take the gospel of the one who was attested by miracles and wonders to those who are in bondage to the frauds.   It is a great thing that we can do.
Question and Answer:
Q: What of 2 Thessalonians 2:7-12 which talks about how in the end times there WILL be miracles and signs and wonders.  Scripture attributes them to the “lawless” one and then says that God gives them over to that “because” they chose to not believe the truth.
A: Listen to the whole text and pay attention to the words like, “false” signs and wonders, and “wicked deception.”  “Therefore, God sends them a strong delusion.”  God does and will use the wicked to glorify himself because they can only give a counterfeit of what He can give.  He is working all things for the good of those who love Him.  Though He does not lie, He uses those who are giving counterfeit to deceive those who do not love the truth.  If they don’t want the truth, He just gives them over to more falsehood.  That is a great verse to sum up what we’ve been talking about. 
