Witnessing for Christ in a Religiously Pluralistic World:
Confronting Cults and False Religions
Unit 9: The Prosperity (Health and Wealth) “Gospel” - doesn’t quite fit the definition of a “cult”.  
It is a movement in the church that deserves some careful attention.  We need to exercise discernment and caution.  It is a movement that does a lot of damage by twisting the word of God essentially making him our servant.  Not in the sense that Jesus said (that he came not to be served, but to serve), but rather making God our butler at our beckon call.
I don’t think it’s appropriate to criticize “The Prosperity Gospel” for saying that Christians can work towards wealth.  I don’t think that is improper.  We see that concept of sowing and reaping throughout the Bible.  We see how if we follow God’s instructions about hard work, seeking wisdom about investment, tithing, giving to others, sacrifice, and stewardship, we will see fruit from that.  The Sabbath commandment should also be recognized for instructing us to work for six days.  There are many passages that show how diligence produces wealth and laziness produces nothing.  That seventh day of rest is meant to not only rest, but also to realize that our source is God.  Our success comes from him.  
The Israelites had a Sabbath year.  Every seventh year they were to rest from cultivating, working, or harvesting their land - or doing whatever trade they normally did.  God told them that if they followed those instructions, he would bless their land in the sixth year so abundantly that they would have enough to last them through the seventh year, and until harvest in the following year.  He always held true to his word.  If we are obedient, we have all kinds of assurances.  I don’t think it’s wrong to say that ordinarily faithful, obedient Christians will prosper.  What is wrong is to say that that is invariable, and you can prosper simply by claiming that you have a right to prosper while ignoring that the scripture has to say about obedience being an expression of faith.  
In a way, the prosperity gospel reminds me of antinomian Christianity - meaning “we reject the law”.  This belief basically say, if you believe in Christ, you can “live like hell and go to heaven.”  It doesn’t matter what your life is like.  That completely fails to recognize what James says to us.  Real fruit invariably bears fruit in good works.  That’s why James is able to say that faith without works is “dead” or “barren”.  So those who say that they can live however they want because they are saved through faith alone, by grace alone, through Christ alone have it right except for the fact that they have the wrong definition of “faith”.  They believe in a faith that can be fruitless.  James tells us that real faith cannot be fruitless. Antinomianism says that one can ignore all of God’s rules and still receive God’s blessing.  It is similar to the Prosperity Gospel which says that the most important thing is that you believe that God intends you to be rich, healthy, and prosperous.  Visualize it, name it, claim it.  The more you think them and believe them, they will be yours.  The problem is, that is fundamentally unbiblical.  Faith is a voluntary assent to an understood proposition.  True faith in the gospel has to result in the fruit of good works.  It is impossible to have faith and not have good works.  If you don’t have the fruit of good works, don’t have the right to say that you truly believe.  You may say you believe, but you don’t.  
Job is a perfect example of an exception to the ordinary of the Bible - God always blesses obedience.  God is demonstrating that Job loved God for who God was, not what he had given to him in blessings.  One of the Psalmists talks about how he nearly lost his faith when he contemplated how so often the wicked prosper and the righteous suffer.  He even said that if he has spoken about it to others, he would have caused them to lose their faith as well.  Then he went into the temple of God, and it struck him that fate of those who have faith but suffer now was far greater than those who prosper but are wicked.  He then becomes full of praise for God about who he is.  God is our ultimate reward.
The Bible does teach that there is a sowing and reaping principle.  We can be confident that obedience will bring blessing.  However, we can’t know if that will always be true for everyone.  God has the right to change that.
One of the major failures of the Prosperity Gospel is that they fail to distinguish between God’s moral will (those things that are know to us as his moral law - the commandments etc) and his secret decretive will.  They will point to scriptures that talk about obedience and blessing, and they will only point to the blessing part of it saying, “This is God’s will for you!”  They forget that there is a whole obedience part of it and that it is always provisional.  The prosperity gospel says that we need to claim that Ferrari, when instead we are to humble ourselves and trust the Lord that he will bless our obedience.  We need also to know that he may have a different plan for us.  Paul talked about how he learned to be content no matter what state he was in.  That should be our model too.  
Note: Lecture follows parts of David Jones and Russell Woodbridge’s Health, Wealth & Happiness: Has the Prosperity Gospel Overshadowed the Gospel of Christ? 
1. Introduction: What is the “good news” Christ wants preached?
a. 1 Corinthians 15:1-20  Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand,  2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you- unless you believed in vain.  3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures,  4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve.  6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep.  7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.  10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.  11 Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.  12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  13 But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain.  15 We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised.  16 For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised.  17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins.  18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.  19 If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.  20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.
b. Note:
i. Four basic elements in Paul’s understanding of the gospel:
1. Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures.
2. He was buried.
3. He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.
4. His resurrection is attested by eyewitnesses: i.e., this isn’t wishful thinking but reality.
ii. Note the problem it addresses, implied in verse 19: “If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.”
1. The focus is on forgiveness of sin and the life to come.
2. There must be something about the normal Christian experience in this life that is pitiable.  So the notion that the whole Christian life should be triumphant, is in conflict with what Paul says.
c. Biblical understanding of relationship between faith/obedience and wealth:
i. Sowing & reaping
ii. Will of God: moral & decretive
1. We know the moral will
2. We don’t usually know the decretive—whether God wants us wealthy or healthy.
2. History of prosperity gospel movement. Note: “prosperity” = both health and wealth.
In the lecture on Unitarianism, we talked about how the decrease in the belief of the deity of Christ ultimately resulted in an increase of Humanism.
a. E.W. Kenyon (1867–1948): evangelistic pastor, founder of Bethel Bible Institute, Spencer, MA: “the primary source of the health and wealth gospel of the independent Charismatic movement” (Dale Simmons). 
i. Synthesized “New Thought” (which sprang out of Unitarianism) philosophy of Phineas Quimby with four theological trends of his day.
1. Positive confession - say what is you’re after, and you will have it.  You create your reality. 
2. Deficient view of the atonement - Unlike the Unitarians who denied the deity of Christ, he underplayed the significance of Christ’s incarnation.  He said that on the cross Christ’s suffering was more of a spiritual suffering, and it was his spiritual suffering that atoned for our sins, not his physical suffering.  So in this thinking, the significance of Christ’s blood disappears.  We know, from scripture, that it was through his blood that our sins were atoned.
3. Elevation of human beings - to understate the power of sin and to overstate our capacity for goodness.  Prevailing view in Humanism, Unitarianism, and Eastern Religions
4. Teachings on health and wealth - these should be our main objectives. Heavy emphasis rather than knowing God or giving of ourselves.
ii. 1892 attended Emerson School of Oratory, Boston, where New Thought prevailed, led by Charles Emerson, minister of Unitarian and Universalist churches who later converted to Christian Science, taught transcendence of spiritual realm over physical.
iii. Influenced prosperity gospel movement:
1. Approach to theology: speak the right words to bring about a new reality. “What I confess, I possess.” Positive thinking key to prosperity.
2. Jesus’ death on the cross did not purchase salvation: “We have sung ‘nearer the Cross’ and we have prayed that we might be ‘Near the Cross,’ but the cross has no salvation in it. It is a place of failure and defeat.”
a. Why? Because sin is spiritual and must be dealt with in spiritual realm.
b. But cross was physical.
c. “If Jesus paid the penalty of sin on the cross, then sin is but a physical act. If his death paid it, then every man could die for himself. Sin is in the spirit realm. This physical death was but a means to an end. … When Jesus died, his spirit was taken by the Adversary, and carried to the place where the sinner’s spirit goes when he dies.”  For Kenyan Jesus died so that his spirit could separate from his body so that he could take care of our sins in hell.
3. People, not God and His glory, are the central focus of religion—and they can make demands of God. “The value of an investment is its dividends. The value of Christianity is what we get out of it. We are Christians for what we can get in this life, and we claim a hope of a world to come, where pain and sorrow cannot claim us as victims, and death cannot cut short our joys. We also demand that the God we serve and worship shall hear our petitions, protect us in danger, comfort us in sorrow.”
4. Health and wealth are part of God’s plan for Christians.
a. “God never planned that we should live in poverty, physical, mental or spiritual. … When we go into partnership with Him, and we learn His ways of doing business, we cannot be failures. … God never made a weakling or an inefficient man. … You can’t be a failure, for His wisdom is your wisdom; His ability in every department of life is your ability. All you need to do is to study the Word of God and get the knowledge that is imparted to you there. Then He will give you the ability to make your life a success.” Kenyan became the most influential person in the health and wealth gospel and those that are at the forefront today.
Question and Answer:
Q: What role does positive thinking play in the life of a legitamate Christian?
A: Two parts on this:  First, we need to be careful about the claims that we make in regards to positive thinking.  They are very difficult to prove.  It is difficult to prove that positive thinking has an effect on the physical (example: recovering from illness).  By my saying that it is difficult to prove that, I’m not saying that I don’t think it is so.  Second, God made us both body and soul.  He has not made us divided.  It makes sense to me that the health of the mind is going to have something to do with the health of the body.  My mind (which is different from my brain and will go on after I die and my brain will not) is the switchboard to telling my body to do things like lifting my arm.  My mind makes that decision, not my physical brain.  So it makes sense that it would have an impact on the overall health of my body.
Q: When evaluating a teaching such as “health and wealth”, is it a good method of evaluation to ask if it is Biblical, and if it can be applied universally?  If the poorest in Sudan can experience the same theology as we do in the western world, then it is a good teaching.  Is that a good standard to measure a teaching against, or can there be some faulty thinking in that?
A: That is very wise.  If you were to take the prosperity gospel to certain parts of the world, they would probably find out the faults fairly quickly.  That is so dangerous because, while people may follow it for a time, once they decide it doesn’t work and they throw it out, they also throw out the whole part about forgiveness of sin and everlasting life.
Break
A little more about the history:
b. Kenneth E. Hagin (1917–2003) most influential after Kenyon: greatest evangelist of the prosperity gospel, father of the “Word of Faith” movement
i. Call to ministry, 1933: “In April 1933 during a dramatic conversion experience, Hagin reported dying three times in 10 minutes, each time seeing the horrors of hell and then returning to life. In August 1934, Rev. Hagin was miraculously healed, raised off a deathbed by the power of God and the revelation of faith in God’s Word. Jesus appeared to Rev. Hagin eight times over the next several years in visions that changed the course of his ministry.”
1. Common feature of prosperity gospel: dependence on extrabiblical messages from God.  Pretty much all the preachers and teachers of the prosperity gospel will claim to have had some kind of message or vision. Special words that don’t appear in the Bible.
ii. Eventually ordained in Assemblies of God, in 1962 (aged 45) Hagin established evangelistic ministry with syndicated radio program and Rhema Bible Training Center in Tulsa, OK, Word of Faith magazine, many books, and TV ministry.
1. Claimed to be an anointed prophet and teacher of faith.  This tends to be a rational that makes it so no one can criticize them, and they don’t have to answer to those that do.
2. Claimed many personal visits with Jesus, receiving new revelations for the church.
3. In one, Jesus dictated the message: “Say it. Do it. Receive it. Tell it.”
iii. In some of his sermons, Hagin plagiarized Kenyon’s work.
c. Others who incorporated Kenyon’s thought:
i. Kenneth Hagin Jr.
ii. Kenneth Copeland
iii. Frederick Price
iv. Robert Tilton
v. Benny Hinn
vi. Charles Capps
vii. Jerry Savelle
viii. Etc., including “soft advocates”:
1. Joel Osteen
2. T.D. Jakes (also Oneness)
3. Joyce Meyer
d. Trinity Broadcast Network, founded by Paul & Jan Crouch and Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker, now world’s largest Christian television network:
i. Rod Parsley
ii. Creflo Dollar
iii. Paula White
iv. Kenneth Copeland
v. Jesse Duplantis
vi. Kenneth Hagin Jr.
3. Teachings of prosperity gospel: Not just prosperity but also often heretical views of God, Christ, and people.
a. God:
i. Many deny Trinity
1. Jakes, “America’s Preacher,” a Oneness Pentecostal: “one God, Creator of all things, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in three manifestations: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”
2. Benny Hinn, 1990: claimed that each Person of the Trinity is also triune, resulting in nine total persons: “The one true God has revealed Himself as the eternally self-existent, self-revealed ‘I AM’ and has further revealed Himself as embodying the principles of relationship and association, i.e., Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” Meaning?
3. Creflo Dollar, pastor of World Changers Church International in Georgia, “claimed that there is one God who has three different functions,” analogous to a husband, a father, a pastor.
4. Kenneth Copeland: “We believe in one God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Creator of all things.” True but insufficient—doesn’t distinguish from modalism.
ii. Make outrageous statements about God
1. Copeland: “I was shocked when I found out who the biggest failure in the Bible actually is. … The biggest one in the whole Bible is God. …Now, the reason you don’t think of God as a failure is He never said He’s a failure. And you’re not a failure till you say you’re one.”
2. Demote God, stripping Him of His sovereignty.
b. Elevation of mind over matter
i. Words have creative power: Jones & Woodbridge: “For the prosperity gospel … words are a force and possess the power to create—mind over matter. Until believers visualize, speak, and believe in their words, God cannot act on their behalf. … with such teachings the prosperity teachers denigrate God and turn Him into a genie ….” 
1. Charles Capps, The Tongue, a Creative Force:
a. “The creative ability of man comes through his spirit.
b. He speaks spirit words that work in the world of the spirit.  What are spirit words?
c. They will also dominate the physical world.
d. He breathes the spirit life into God’s Word and it becomes a living substance, working for him as it worked for God in the beginning.  This puts the power in man’s hands.
e. “These spirit words dominate the natural world.”
f. Critique:
i. Confuses words with meaning and knowledge— The more literature I read, the more realize they are really just emphasizing the words themselves.  You can make the sounds to say the words, continue leading a completely contrary life, and still get to expect the results you want.  inadequate understanding of Logos or our ability to communicate and reason.  We learned something similar when we discussed “pray reading” - just say the words with no need to think discerningly.  The words really get divorced from their meaning.  It’s just important that you say them.
ii. Fails to recognize that human creativity is derivative and subordinate: not ex nihilo but ex quid.  They forget that there are certain aspects of being made in God’s image that we do not share with God.  Even the things we do share are limited.  There is a thinking that because we are made in his image and because we are his kids who share in his inheritance, we should be able to do the same things he does.
2. Creflo Dollar: “The spiritual world is the parent of the physical world. Everything came from God, who is a spirit. The physical matter, including circumstances and situations, is physical substance. We can use spiritual substance to change physical substance. Spiritual laws supersede physical laws. Jesus superseded the law of gravity when He walked on water. … As believers, we have authority over this physical world.” Critique:
a. Each part true by itself
b. But generalizes God as a spirit to all other spirits. Just because God is a spirit and can do these things doesn’t mean that all spirits can do these things.
c. Generalizes from God’s unmediated ordering of physical things by His Word/thought to man’s unmediated ordering of physical things the same way—fails to recognize that man’s ordering of physical things is to be mediated through his body.  If I want to build a wall, I can’t just think it into being.  I have to build it using my body.
d. Our authority over the physical world is not unmediated but mediated.
3. By speaking the right words (“positive confession”) coupled with faith, we can create our new reality: Dollar: “God uses words to create what he wants to exist. Christians have the same ability. For example, when there is lack in your life, call forth abundance to replace it. Say what you believe is true according to the Word. This is not denying what exists. We speak the desired result. When you need healing, say what the Bible says, ‘By his stripes I am healed.’” Critique:
a. Overgeneralizes man’s similarity to God—imports to man the incommunicable attributes, not just the communicable ones.
b. Misuses Isaiah 53: “healed” there is poetic symbol for forgiveness of sins.  Many prosperity gospel teachers misuse this passage.  Quadruple synthetic parallelism: Isaiah 53:5:
i. “But he was wounded for our transgressions;
ii. he was crushed for our iniquities;
iii. upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and
iv. with his stripes we are healed.” Referencing our transgressions and separation from God.
4. Copeland: “Once you have prayed in faith, hold fast to your confession. God is aware of your situation. His power went to work the instant you prayed in faith. You can now rest assured that what you prayed will come to pass. Maintain your faith by keeping your confession.” “Speak only words that agree with what you desire. Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father. As your High Priest, He is seeing to it that the whole system works the way God said it would! The importance of speaking right words cannot be measured. Faith is released with the mouth. [Which is it? Faith energizes words? Or words energize faith?—ECB] Words are the vehicles. God spoke faith-filled words when He created the universe. … God spoke and the Spirit of God used the faith in those words to create the worlds.” Critique:
a. What about Paul’s prayer to be delivered from the thorn in the flesh—and God’s answer that His grace would be sufficient for him?
b. What about Jesus’ prayer in the garden for the cup to pass from Him? Saying, “Not my will but yours be done.”
c. Is this just stubbornness? What if God says “No”? Can He? “His power went to work the instant you prayed in faith”...
d. James 4:1-3  What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? Is it not this, that your passions are at war within you?  2 You desire and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not ask.  3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to spend it on your passions.
e. What does it mean for God to speak “faith-filled words”? Faith in what/whom? Did God have “faith in those words”—i.e., did He trust the words?
5. Joyce Meyers’s list of things to confess every day: “I prosper in everything I put my hand to. I have prosperity in all areas of my life—spiritually, financially, mentally, and socially. I take good care of my body. I eat right, I look good, I feel good, and I weigh what God wants me to weigh. Pain cannot successful come against my body because Jesus bore all my pain. I lay hands on the sick, and they recover. I receive speaking engagements in person, by phone, and/or by mail every day. [Note the ambiguities here!] I walk in the spirit all of the time.” Critique.
a. Jones & Woodbridge: “The positive confessions are simply positive thinking. They work just like New Thought’s law of attraction: you attract what you think about. As with New Thought, visualizing success and speaking it into existence activate the spiritual laws in the world.”
b. False: “Jesus bore all my pain.” Misuse of Isaiah 53:5.
6. Visualization: Joel Osteen: “Our thoughts contain tremendous power. Remember, we draw into our lives that which we constantly think about. If we’re always dwelling on the negative, we will attract negative people, experiences, and attitudes. … Our words have tremendous power, and whether we want to or not, we will give life to what we’re saying, either good or bad. … Words are similar to seeds, by speaking them aloud, they are planted in our subconscious minds, and they take on a life of their own.” Critique:
a. Divinizes man
b. New Thought “law of attraction” again
c. Divinization of man: human-centered and egotistical
i. Osteen: “… I say this humbly—I’ve come to expect to be treated differently. I’ve learned to expect people to want to help me. My attitude is this: I’m a child of the Most High God. My Father created the whole universe. He has crowned me with favor; therefore, I can expect preferential treatment. I can expect people to go out of their way to want to help me.” Critique:
1. God crowned mankind generally, not just Osteen—or any other individual.
2. Don’t Osteen’s words imply “preferential treatment” for everybody, since everybody’s created in God’s image and—in that sense—a child of the Most High?
3. What about “For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many?” (Mark 10:45)?
4. Jones&Woodbridge: “The biblical call to sacrifice, humility, and suffering is notably absent in prosperity theology.”
ii. Paul Crouch: “I am a little god. Critics, be gone!”
iii. Copeland: “You don’t have a God in you, you are one.”
iv. Jakes: “When God created Adam, He created him from the dust of the earth. God put His mouth on him; blew in him the breath of life. He became a living soul. God said, ‘I wanted to see what I looked like so I made you to be in My image. You have My DNA. You [are] created out of Me. You’re a derivative of Me.” Critique.
v. Common misuse of Psalm 82:6: Psalm 82:1-8  God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds judgment:  2 "How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? Selah  3 Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute.  4 Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked."  5 They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk about in darkness; all the foundations of the earth are shaken.  6 I said, "You are gods, sons of the Most High, all of you;  7 nevertheless, like men you shall die, and fall like any prince."  8 Arise, O God, judge the earth; for you shall inherit all the nations!
d. Focus on health and wealth: J&W: “the core of their message is material prosperity.”
i. Oral Roberts, How I Learned that Jesus was Not Poor
ii. Creflo Dollar: soldiers’ gambling over Jesus robe proved He wasn’t poor. “When you go to the Scriptures, there is no way you can conclude Jesus was poor.”
iii. Jakes (estimated net worth $100 million) “suggested that Jesus was rich since He had to support the apostles.”
iv. Robert Tilton: being poor is a sin because God promises prosperity.
v. Jones &Woodbridge: Fixation on act of giving “built on anything but philanthropic motives. The driving force behind this emphasis on giving is what teacher Robert Tilton referred to as the ‘Law of Compensation.’ … Christians need to give generously because when they do, God gives back more in return.”
1. Gloria Copeland: “Give $10 and receive $1,000; give $1,000 and receive $100,000. … In short, Makr 10:30 is a very good deal.”
2. But Jesus: “Lend, expecting nothing in return” (Luke 6:35).
3. But Paul: 2 Corinthians 8:1-14  We want you to know, brothers, about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia,  2 for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.  3 For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own free will,  4 begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints-  5 and this, not as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us.  6 Accordingly, we urged Titus that as he had started, so he should complete among you this act of grace.  7 But as you excel in everything- in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you- see that you excel in this act of grace also.  8 I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine.  9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.  10 And in this matter I give my judgment: this benefits you, who a year ago started not only to do this work but also to desire to do it.  11 So now finish doing it as well, so that your readiness in desiring it may be matched by your completing it out of what you have.  12 For if the readiness is there, it is acceptable according to what a person has, not according to what he does not have.  13 I do not mean that others should be eased and you burdened, but that as a matter of fairness  14 your abundance at the present time should supply their need, so that their abundance may supply your need, that there may be fairness.
vi. Copeland: “You must realize that it is God’s will for you to prosper. (Remember back to when we talked about God’s moral will, which is revealed, and his decretive will, which is not revealed to us.  So when Copeland is asserting something that he cannot know) This is available to you, and frankly, it would be stupid of you not to partake of it.” What about everything that James says about the poor?  We cannot say if God’s will is for one to be rich or another to be poor.  We just can’t know that.
1. James 2:1-9  My brothers, show no partiality as you hold the faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory.  2 For if a man wearing a gold ring and fine clothing comes into your assembly, and a poor man in shabby clothing also comes in,  3 and if you pay attention to the one who wears the fine clothing and say, "You sit here in a good place," while you say to the poor man, "You stand over there," or, "Sit down at my feet,"  4 have you not then made distinctions among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?  5 Listen, my beloved brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom, which he has promised to those who love him?  6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Are not the rich the ones who oppress you, and the ones who drag you into court?  7 Are they not the ones who blaspheme the honorable name by which you were called?  8 If you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself," you are doing well.  9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.
2. James 5:1-6  Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon you.  2 Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten.  3 Your gold and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days.  4 Behold, the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached the ears of the Lord of hosts.  5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter.  6 You have condemned; you have murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you.
3. Matthew 25:31-46  "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne.  32 Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  33 And he will place the sheep on his right, but the goats on the left.  34 Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world.  35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me,  36 I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.'  37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink?  38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you?  39 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?'  40 And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.'  41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.  42 For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink,  43 I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.'  44 Then they also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?'  45 Then he will answer them, saying, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.'  46 And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
vii. Paula White: “Do you believe that God wants you to live in abundance and the overflow of His goodness, His mercy, and His provision? King David declared that God takes pleasure in you prospering. God is not magnified when you are broke, busted, or disgusted.” But what of:
1. Hebrews 11:31-40  y faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.  32 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets-  33 who through faith conquered kingdoms, enforced justice, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions,  34 quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight.  35 Women received back their dead by resurrection. Some were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better life.  36 Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment.  37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed with the sword. They went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted, mistreated-  38 of whom the world was not worthy- wandering about in deserts and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.  39 And all these, though commended through their faith, did not receive what was promised,  40 since God had provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made perfect.
viii. Creflo Dollar: “The Word of God is your highway to the world of wealth (Job 22:21–22). If you take the seed of God’s Word and put it in your heart, then wealth and riches will be in your house (Psalm 112:1–3). Seek out people who are sent with the message of prosperity to break the poverty chain.”
ix. Jerry Savelle: “Any time a worried thought about money pops up in your mind the next thing you do is sow. Stop worrying, start sowing. That’s God’s stimulus package for you.” J&W: “The message, then, is clear: give to the ministry, plant a financial seed, and God will give you a return on that act of faith.”
x. Joyce Meyer: “If you stay in your faith, you are going to get paid. I am now living in my reward.” J&W: “Her ministry takes in roughly ninety-five million dollars per year, and her headquarters display her wealth.”
xi. But Jesus: Matthew 5:3-12  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  4 "Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.  5 "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.  6 "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.  7 "Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.  8 "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.  9 "Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.  10 "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  11 "Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account.  12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
xii. Hagin: “I believe that it is the plan of God our Father that no believer should ever be sick. … It is not—I state boldly—it is not the will of God my Father that we should suffer with cancer and other dread diseases which bring pain and anguish. No! It is God’s will that we be healed.”
xiii. Robert Bolden: “As a believer we understand that healing belongs to us as a covenant right. We also must exercise our rights by using God’s Word concerning healing. Isaiah 53:4–5, Matthew 8:17, 1 Peter 2:24, clearly these scriptures tell us that healing belongs to us. We see also in Philippians 2:9, ‘therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name.” So, we have the right and privilege to use that name against asthma and everything that is associated with it.”
xiv. Joyce Meyer: “The key to partaking of the life and healing energy in the Word is feeding on it until it penetrates your spirit where it deposits that life and energy.” New Thought.
xv. But Paul: 2 Corinthians 12:2-10  I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven- whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows.  3 And I know that this man was caught up into paradise- whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows-  4 and he heard things that cannot be told, which man may not utter.  5 On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses.  6 Though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from me.  7 So to keep me from being too elated by the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from being too elated.  8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me.  9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.  10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am strong.
e. Unorthodox view of salvation
i. Many generally teach salvation by grace through faith in Christ. But:
ii. Copeland and Dollar teach Jesus emptied Himself of His divinity on earth.  That entails that when he died on the cross, it wasn’t God dying on the cross which lessens the atonement.
iii. Misunderstand Jesus’ death on the cross
1. Hagin limits Christ’s atonement to His spiritual death—but not physical.
2. Frederick Price likewise.
3. But 2 Corinthians 5:21 makes it clear that “Jesus made possible reconciliation with God through His physical death on the cross” (J&W).
iv. What saved from? J&W: “… from listening to some advocates of the prosperity gospel, one might conclude that Jesus saves people from a non-prosperous life. The point is this: while many prosperity teachers offer the plan of salvation, they undermine the gospel with their teaching. The focus of the prosperity gospel is not God but humans. The prosperity gospel is little more than a self-help program designed to aid people in their pursuit of material success. Despite saying the right words about salvation, the prosperity teachers offer a false gospel that does not save anyone. Gordon Fee, a prolific New Testament scholar, observes: ‘American Christianity is rapidly being infected by an insidious disease, the so-called ‘wealth and health’ Gospel—although it has very little of the character of the Gospel in it.’” 
We need to restore a proper focus on God and the glory of God as well a proper focus on the sinfulness of man.  God is saving you from God’s wrath.  Not from a non prosperous life.
Question and Answer:
Q:  How do they justify deserving all of this stuff?
A: “I’m a king’s kid.”  That’s it.
Q:  Could this thinking have started with the teaching, “even if I were the only person on earth, Christ still would have died for me”?  Therefore, I must be of great value and God wants to bless me beyond measure.
A:  Whether it is the case or not - we cannot know what would have happened if I had been the only person on earth.  Supposing that he would have, why did he die for me or any of us.  It’s not because he did a cost benefit analysis and determined that he would come out on top; “This is worth my Son.  I give up Jesus and then I get all these people.”  No.  It is the opposite.  He died despite the fact that I’m such a jerk, a rebel, a cosmic traitor.  Every one of my sins is a treason against the God of the whole universe.  It is not because of anything in me that God placed his love on me and gave his Son for me.  It could very easily be that this all started from that kind of thinking.  But the premise is false. God didn’t save you because you’re so wonderful.  God is so wonderful that he saved you despite the fact that you’re not.
Q:  Do they also misuse John 14:14 and John 16:24?
A:  We have to read those contextually.  We need to understand where the emphasis lies.  It is not on “anything” but rather on “my name”.   Not only that, the word for “anything” does not actually mean “each and every thing”.  The more accurate meaning is “all sorts of things in a particular category”.  We know that it is not true that God would give us anything as long as we asked in his name.  He would not give you a vile of poison to poison your rival for Valedictorian.  We know that because of what James says in James 3 about asking for things and not receiving them because we ask for them for our own gain, selfish desires, and to fulfill our own lusts.  We must not interpret scripture to contradict itself.   If James is clearly saying that we can ask for things in his name and not get them, then Jesus cannot have meant that if you ask “anything” in my name you’ll get what you ask.  So it is just not a relevant scripture to use for the “name it and claim it” way of thinking.
