PAGE  
2

Literary Analysis of the Prophets
Lesson 6 from the series He Gave Us Prophets
Study Guide
Contents










page
	Outline — An outline of the lesson, including the time code on the DVD at which each section begins.
	2

	Notes — A template that provides: the lesson outline; key notes, quotations and summaries from the lesson; and space for writing additional notes.
	3

	Review Questions — Questions on the basic content of the lesson, and space for writing answers; suitable for written assignments and tests.
	13

	Application Questions — Questions relating the content of the lesson to Christian living, theology and ministry; suitable for group discussions, written assignments and tests.
	18

	
	


How to use this lesson and study guide
· Before you watch the lesson
· Preparation — Complete any recommended readings.

· Schedule breaks — Review the outline and the time codes to determine where to begin and end your viewing session. IIIM lessons are densely packed with information, so you may want to schedule breaks. Breaks should be scheduled at major divisions in the outline.

· While you are watching the lesson
· Notes — Use the Notes section to follow the lesson and to take additional notes. Many of the main ideas are already summarized in the notes, but make sure to supplement these with your own notes. You should also add supporting details that will help you remember, describe and defend the main ideas.
· Pause/replay portions of the lesson — You may find it helpful to pause or replay the video at certain points in order to write additional notes, review difficult concepts, or discuss points of interest.
· After you watch the lesson
· Review Questions — Answer review questions in the space provided. Review questions should be completed individually rather than in a group. 
· Application Questions — Application questions are appropriate for written assignments or as topics for group discussions. For written assignments, it is recommended that answers not exceed one page in length.
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V. Summary (37:45)
Notes

I.
Introduction

II.
Historical Narratives
Historical narratives dominate the terrain of several Old Testament prophetic books.


A.
Types of Narratives


1.
Biography
Daniel 1​–6 report a number of events in Daniel’s life from a third-person biographical point of view.



2.
Autobiography
Daniel 7–12 take a turn toward autobiography.

Old Testament writers wrote in narrative form so that they could teach their lessons indirectly to us.


B.
Content of Narratives


1.
Prophetic Call
A prophetic call is a report of the times when God commissioned prophets to speak on his behalf.



2.
Symbolic Actions
Many times God called his spokesmen to perform certain actions that took on symbolic value.



3.
Vision Reports
Vision reports are when a prophet describes a visual encounter with God. 



4.
Historical Backgrounds
Designed to provide a context for prophetic messages and actions, to help us understand them correctly.  
III.
Communication with God
The prophets of the Old Testament prayed to God in ways that resemble the Psalms. The full range of every imaginable kind of prayer can be found within the prophetic books.


A.
Prayers of Lament
Laments offer disappointment and sadness and confusion to the Lord.

The frequency of prayers of lament indicates that this was a very central part of the prophetic ministry.


1.
Sins of People
Habakkuk talked to God about two big problems:

· the way Israel had rebelled against God. 
· the horrors of God’s judgment in the aggression of the Babylonians
When the prophets saw the pain and suffering of God’s people, they cried out to God, and called others to cry out too.


2.
Judgment
Usually, prophets offered laments to let the people know how severe their sins were and to call them to repentance.


B.
Prayers of Praise
When the prophets would see what good things God was going to do, they would come to Him with praise.

When the prophets honor the Lord with praise, they praise Him for His judgments and for His blessings.  


1.
Judgment
The prophets honored God with praise for his ability to strike the nations and to destroy them in judgment. 

When God judges those who persecute his people, the people of God should praise Him. 



2.
Blessings
The prophets often praised the Lord not only for his judgment, but also for the many blessings that he gives to his people.

IV.
Communication with People
God called his prophets to be his emissaries. The vast majority of their word is actually messages from God to the people.


A.
Speeches of Judgment
Old Testament prophets usually delivered their speeches to people in typical forms or patterns.


1.
Judgment Oracles
A typical oracle of judgment has two major components: 
· Accusation — the prophet calls attention to the sins of God’s people.
· Sentencing — the prophet announces what kind of covenant curse the people will experience because of their sins.


2.
Woe Oracles
Very similar to judgment oracles, but introduced by an expression of “woe.”



3.
Lawsuits
“rib” (pronounced REEVE) — a legal proceeding or a lawsuit which took place in the heavenly court of Yahweh, the Great King.  

The prophets often had visions of heaven, and many times the throne room of God was seen as a courtroom.

Lawsuits appear in the prophets as one of the ways God accuses his people and threatens them with judgment.


B.
Speeches of Blessing


1.
Judgment of Enemies
Oracles of judgment, woe and lawsuits against Gentile nations:

· declared that God was going to destroy the enemies of Israel
· assured Israel that God would deliver his people



2.
Oracles of Blessing
Announcements of blessing were very flexible in form. A basic pattern appears many times:
· introductory address 

· reason for the blessing 

· elaboration on what that blessing will be


C.
Mixed Speeches
Mixed speeches come in many different forms. They had the potential both for referring to the blessings of God and the curses of God.



1.
Judgment-Salvation Oracles
Judgment-salvation oracles where judgment is threatened against some and blessings are offered to others within the same speech.



2.
Call to Repentance
The prophets warned of judgment and offered blessings to those who repented.



3.
Call to War
Prophets called their listeners to victory or to defeat in war.


4.
Prophetic Disputation
Prophets entered into disputations or arguments with other prophets.



5.
Parables
Parables may be the positive announcement of God’s grace or the negative announcement of his judgment.

VI. 
Summary
Review Questions
1.
Describe the two types of narratives found in Old Testament prophecies.
2.
Describe the variety of contents found in Old Testament prophetic narratives.
3.
How are historical narratives used within Old Testament prophetic writings?
4.
What do prayers of lament look like, and how did the prophets use them?

5.
What do prayers of praise look like, and how did the prophets use them?
6.
What do speeches of judgment look like, and how did the prophets use them?
7.
What do speeches of blessing look like, and how did the prophets use them?
8.
What are mixed speeches, and how did the prophets use them?

9.
In general, why did prophets prophesy?
Application Questions

1.
Why is it important to pay attention to historical narratives in prophetic books? When we read prophetic writings, what relationship should there be between our understanding of things written in historical narratives and the other things we are reading? 

2.
What do standard prophetic forms imply about the way we should read prophecy? 

3.
When was the last time you spent time lamenting to God? Why type of lament did you offer? How often do you interpret suffering in your life as a result of divine judgment? Are there other reasons that Christians suffer? What can we learn from the ways the prophets lamented that might incline God to respond to us positively?

4.
The theme of praise for judgment appears many places in the prophetic writings. Is it appropriate for Christians to praise God his judgments? Why or why not?
5.
Why did the prophets speak so frequently about both the blessings and the curses of God? Should modern churches do the same thing? Why or why not?
6.
What is the most significant insight you have learned from this study? Why?
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